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Records 


of  the 


Boston  Marine  Society. 


HE  following  pages  contain  an  abridged  account 


JL  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society  through  its  first 
hundred  years  of  effort,  trial,  and  success,  gathered  from 
the  Records.  Only  items  of  the* greatest  probable  interest 
have  been  reproduced.  In  all  such,  the  original  con- 
struction and  orthography  of  the  sentences  have  been  pre- 
served as  literally  as  possible.  The  w^ork  has  been,  from 
its  nature,  slow  and  tedious,  but  if  in  its  result  it  awakens 
in  the  members  or  others  a  greater  interest  in  the 
Society,  all  that  w^as  sought  will  have  been  accomplished. 

The  first  book  of  records  is  marked  No.  i,  and  on  its 
first  few  pages  is  a  list  of  members'  names,  with  dates 
attached,  commencing  in  June,  1742,  and  reaching  to 
June,  1788.  There  have  been  some  alterations  and 
interlineations,  and  the  dates  are  somewhat  confused. 
It  is  proper  to  state  here,  that  from  1742  to  1751?  inclu- 
sive, the  old  style,  in  wdiich  the  year  began  on  the  25th 
of  March,  was  kept  up.  In  1752  the  new  style  was 
adopted. 

From  the  records,  and  a  printed  list  of  names  pul)- 
lished  wMth  the  laws  of  the  Society,  coming  down  to 
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1769.  we  learn  that  Wai.  vStarke\-  was  first  on  the  list, 
his  time  of  entry,  June  9th,  1742:  Edward  Cahill  and 
Isaac  Freeman  signed  25th  October,  tollowinsj:.  Rich'd 
Ilinn])hre\s  and  Edward  Freyer,  24th  Nov..  and  tor 
the  rest  of  the  \ear  we  ha\'e  Aloses  Bennet,  Jonathan 
Clarke,  John  Cidlum.  Joseph  Prince,  and  Abraham 
Remmick, — in  all.  ten  members  the  lirst  }ear.  Malacln 
Salter  and  four  others  appear  to  have  joined  in  1743.  In 
1744  l)ut  two  members  joined,  and  in  174S  but  three  ; 
none  in  1746.  and  in  1747  but  two,  so  that  at  first  start- 
insr  verv  sliirht  headway  was  made.  Innovations  seem 
to  have  been  as  ^i^reat  bugbears  then  as  now  . 

The  list  of  names  and  dates  continues,  as  stated,  to 
June,  17S8,  when  it  al)rubtly  stops,  and  after  several 
blank  leaves,  we  find  written.  Here  Followeth  the 
Transactions  of  the  Fellowship  Club  began  7th  J  any. 
17^2,"  showing  the  foregoing  list  was  kept  up  long  after 
the  organization  of  the  Club. 

The  lirst  entry  is  as  follow  :  Voted  the  7th  Janr\  . 
17^2  That  Capt.  Jonathan  Clark  be  Regulator  for  the 
yeiir  ensuing." 

"Voted  also  this  7th  Janrw  17S2  that  Ca])t.  W'm. 
Starkex'  be  paid  out  of  the  Hox  Twent\-one  })ounds  Ten 
shillings  Old  Tenor,  being  all  the  Casii  at  present  in  the 
Box  <S:  that  he  shall  be  l^eliex  ed  t\n  ther  according  to  the 
Abilt\  of  the  1)()X  t\:  that  the  })resent  Clerk  (7.  Tidmar.sh 
Forward  the  same  to  him  at  Xewburx  his  Dwelling 
place.  that  the  said  (i.  Tichnaish  Write  him  a  letter 
on  \e  same  in  liehall  ol  the  Societ\  At  this  meeting 
sexenteen  mc-mbers  are  repoited  present.  lhirt\-si\  mem- 
bers absent,  showing  theii'  whole  number  at  tiiat  time 
ilft\  -three. 
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At  the  next  meeting,  4th  February,  1752,  the  only  min- 
ute of  proceedings  found  is  as  follows:  Voted  Capt. 
Isaac  Freeman,  Joshua  Loring,  Joseph  Prince  are  Chose 
a  Committee  to  Wait  on  the  Widow  Sarah  Salter,  Relict 
of  Jona.  Salter  &  make  a  report  to  the  next  monthly 
Meeting."  At  this  meeting  twenty-one  members  were 
present.  At  the  meeting  of  3d  March,  1752,  a  commit- 
tee of  five  was  appointed  to  Review  the  Articles  & 
Votes  &  prepare  for  the  press  New  Articles  to  be 
Reprinted  &  lay  the  Same  before  this  Society  at  their 
Next  Meeting,"  etc.,  and  at  the  next  meeting,  on  the 
5th  April,  it  was  ''Voted  that  the  Articles  with  the 
Amendments  Made  by  the  Committee  Chosen  last  month 
for  the  same  purpose  be  Reprinted  &  Charged  to  the 
Society  with  all  the  Members  Names  on  the  Back." 

On  the  5th  May,  1752,  we  have  the  first  evidence  that 
the  Club  had  any  funds  as  such,  when  it  was  ''  Voted 
that  Fra.  Wells,  Esqr.  Capt.  Jona.  Clarke  &  Giles 
Tidmarsh,  Inform  Mr.  Abiel  Richardson  that  the 
Society  have  Order'd  them  to  Notify  him  they  Expect  he 
pays  his  Bond  to  the  Society  as  soon  as  it  becomes  due, 
if  not  they  are  hereby  Directed  he  shall  be  Sued  to  the 
Next  July  Court."  But  at  the  next  meeting,  on  the  2nd 
June,  we  find  it  Voted,  That  as  Mr.  Abiel  Richardson 
as  been  w^aited  upon  &  Informed  of  the  Above  Vote  by 
the  Persons  appointed  the  Above  Vote  to  be  Void  &  the 
Money  Yet  to  Remain  with  him  upon  his  Giving  a 
Further  Collaturall  Security  Such  as  the  Persons  Viz. 
Fra.  Wells  Esqr.  &  Jona.  Clarke  &  Giles  Tidmarsh  shall 
think  sufticient  for  the  Bond  already  Given  &  he  to  ha\'e 
What  more  Money  the  Company  shall  have  to  Let  to  the 
Amount  of  One  Thousand  pound  Old  Tenor  Including 
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the  vSum  already  Lent  to  the  said  Abiel  Richardson." 
So  it  appears  the  threat  of  suins^  Mr.  Ricliardson  was 
only  a  bit  of  harmless  clap-trajD  to  In-in^-  him  to  terms. 

On  the  3d  October,  1752,  it  was  **\^()ted  this  Xight 
that  tile  Xext  Meeting-  be  at  Mr.  Bonrroni^h's  the  Crown 
Ta\  ern/'  this  beini;'  the  first  mention  of  an\  place  w  here 
the  meetini^-s  were  held. 

.Vt  tlie  meetini^-  of  7th  Xo\ember,  i/S--  it  was  --X'uted 
the  8  followin<j^  persons  be  a  Com'ittee  from  this  vSociety 
to  prefer  a  petition  to  the  (jenl.  Com't  of  this  prox  ince 
that  this  vSocietN'  be  made  a  Corporation,  viz.  fona.  Clarke, 
Joseph  Prince,  Fra.  Wells  Esqr.  Josluia  Lorint^,  Isaac 
Freeman,  Thos.  Aston,  Giles  Tidmarsh,  W^ii.  CofKn." 
Written  on  the  mari^in  beside  this  list,  X  1^  before  tlie 
Conrt  sits."  ^Vdded  4th  vSeptr.  '53  to  the  Abo\  e  Com- 
mittee, L.  Tm'ner,  Jona.  Snellins^^,  Richd.  Humphreys, 
Jona.  Colloml)."  ''Added  4th  Deer.  1753.  .\ndrew 
Craii;-.  Joseph  Dummet." 

On  the  5th  December.  1752,  ''Voted  that  the  I^ill  Ex- 
hibited by  Jeremiah  Gridlev  Esc[r.  this  Evenins^  filed 
be  presented  to  the  Generall  Court  for  the  vSocietys  beinu: 
Incoi-porated  l)e  accepted  ])\-  the  vSociety  A:  preferred 
accordinji^ly  to  the  Genl.  Court  for  the  Obtaining-  a  Cliar- 
ter  from  this  Go\  ernment." 

At  the  meeting-  ot'  2nd  JanuarN  .  17^3.  "  \'oted  this 
Xit^dit  that  Ca])t.  Joseph  Prince  be  Re<^-ulator  to  this 
Society  tor  the  ^'ear  l^nsu.in^."  "  \^)ted  also  that  all  the 
Money  the  Societ\  has  Now  in  Stock  be  bet  ()ut  as  soon 
a^  possihk-  to  Ml".  .Vbiel  ivichanlson  with  the  Intei-est 
Money  now  due  011  Mr.  R  iehaidsc  )n's  pond,  the  sd. 
K  ichaidsoii  (ietlin;_;-  two  sutlicient  liondsmen  tor  the 
Same,  by  the  l(  )iiner  Connn  i  Itee.  bra  WelU.  P.^tp..  loiia. 
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Clarke,  Giles  Tidmarsh."  Mr.  Richardson,  it  seems, 
was  now  in  high  favor,  however  much  he  might  have 
been  mistrusted  formerly. 

On  the  6th  February,  1753,  it  was  voted,  ''That  a 
Standing  Committee  of  5  Members  of  this  Society  be 
Appointed  by  this  Society  to  Relieve  any  person  belong- 
ing to  it  that  shall  be  in  any  Immediate  Necessity  in  the 
Interim  of  the  Societys  Monthly  Meetings  &  that  they 
Give  an  Account  to  the  Said  Society  of  their  Actions 
to  Eveng.  &  the  next  Monthly  Meeting  following  viz. 
Joseph  Prince  &  four  others." 

The  6th  March,  1753,  finds  the  vote  recorded  ''That 
Mr.  Giles  Tidmarsh" — who  seems  to  have  acted  as 
Clerk  or  Secretary  from  the  first, — "  Return'd  Francis 
Foxcraft  Esqr.  thanks  for  the  Society  For  his  Gift  in  Reg- 
istering Abiel  Richardsons  mortgage  Free  of  Charge." 

On  the  7th  of  August,  1753,  it  was  voted  ''  That  the 
Society  be  Warnd  for  the  Future  by  printed  Tickets  for 
their  Monthly  Meetings  &  that  the  present  Clark  Giles 
Tidmarsh  is  hereby  Directed  to  Get  the  Same  printed 
at  the  Societys  Charge." 

The  4th  September,  1753,  it  was  voted  that  "  Capt. 
Joshua  Loring  Wait  on  His  Excellencey  Govr.  Shirley 
to  congratulate  him  on  his  Arrivall  &  know  When  the 
Society  shall  Wait  on  him  to  Inform  him  of  our  Societys 
Design  to  Wait  on  him  to  Favor  our  Design  &  Desire  of 
being  Incorporated  &  pray  his  Favour  for  the  Same." 
"  Voted  for  Officers  that  the  Society  have  Master,  Depy. 
Master,  Treasurer,  Clerk.  Voted  also  that  every  person 
appearing  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Society  shall 
Withdraw  out  of  the  Company  While  tlic  Vote  for  him 
is  passed." 
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At  the  mcetiiif^  held  4th  December,  1753.  we  find  this 
minute  : 

\^c)tcd,  this  4th  December  1753,  tliat  Jona.  Chirk, 
Jos.  Prince,  Fras.  Wells,  Esq.,  Joshua  Loring,  Isaac 
Freeman,  Thos.  Auston,  G.  Tidmarsh,  Wm.  Coffin, 
Lewis  Turner,  Jona.  Snelling,  A.  Craig,  Joseph  Dom- 
mett,  Wait  on  the  Gov.  and  Sign  the  Petition  of  this 
Society  for  being  incorporated." 

Voted,  also,  that  every  member  of  this  Society 
upon  his  arrival  from  Sea  give  in  to  this  Society  to  be 
recorded,  his  observations  on  the  Variations  of  the 
Needle,  the  Soundings,  Courses,  Distances,  and  all 
other  things  remarkable  upon  this  Coast,  and  that  it 
be  inserted  in  the  Petition  of  this  Society  to  the  Gen- 
eral Asseml^ly,  and  be  read  at  every  meeting  of  this 
Society." 

Also,  Voted  £20  l)e  paid  to  Sarah  Salter,  Jere. 
Salters  Widow,  Voted  also  that  Cap.  Joseph  Prince 
and  Capt.  ]\Iathew  West  lay  out  the  Said  £20  as  they 
shall  think  best  for  her  advantage." 

Voted  that  Capt  Edmund  Morton  be  according  to 
his  ow^n  Desire  voted  out  of  this  Society  and  accordingly 
he  is  hereby  voted  out." 

On  the  2nd  February,  1754,  the  vSociety  was  incorpo- 
rated, as  \ve  are  informed  in  very  large  letters,  by  the 
Name  of  the  Marine  Society  l)y  William  Shirley  Esqr. 
(jovr.  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New 
England,"  and  by  a  memorandum  note  we  are  in- 
f  )rmed  '*  the  said  Charier  w  as  Read  to  the  Society 
\c  ^th  Fel)ruar\  i7vf."  At  the  same  meeting  sev- 
eral rules  were  adopted  for  the  L;'o\enHnent  ot  the 
SocietN  ,  and  (jiles  Tiihnarsh,  Clei  k  ;  louathan  Clarke, 
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Master ;  Joshua  Loring,  Deputy  Master ;  Jonathan 
Snelling,  Treasurer,  were  elected  to  serve  in  their 
several  capacities  the  ensuing  year.  Five  members 
w^ere  appointed  to  Examine  and  adjust  the  min- 
utes of  observations  upon  the  Coast"  etc.,  and  it  was 
voted  That  Jeremiah  Gridley  be  Presented  with  the 
freedom  of  this  Society  for  his  Good  Services  to  the 
said  Society."  What  those  ''good  services"  were, 
does  not  appear. 

At  this  same  meeting  of  5th  February,  1754,  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Isaac  Freeman,  Jere.  Gridley, 
Esq.,  Jona.  Snelling,  Giles  Tidmarsh,  Lewis  Turner, 
were  appointed  "  a  Committee  To  devise  a  Seal  for  the 
Society  and  make  a  Report  to  ye  Society  ye  next  Tues- 
day Ensuing,"  then  after  a  vote  as  to  all  members,  on 
arrival  from  sea,  furnishing  information  as  to  variation 
of  the  needle,  soundings,  courses,  etc.,  it  was  voted 
"  That  the  four  officers  named  in  the  Charter  Join'd  by 
Isaac  Freeman,  Wm.  Coffin,  Thomas  Auston,  John 
Bradford  &  Wm.  Patten  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his 
Excellency  William  Shirley  Esqr  and  return  him  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  for  his  Favour  in  Granting  us  a 
Charter  &  Pray  his  Favour  in  recommending  it  To  his 
Majesty  and  ministry  at  home."  Another  committee 
was  appointed  to  ''  Revise,  Correct  and  add  to  the  Old 
Rules  of  the  fellowship  Club  such  Rules  as  they  shall 
think  to  the  advantage  of  the  Society  and  lay  before  the 
Society  for  their  approbation."  It  was  likewise  voted, 
''  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Society  Pay  J.  Willard  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Province  for  his  Good  Services  &  Engross- 
ing ye  Charter  for  this  Society  two  Guineas  and  three 
Dollars  to  Each  of  his  Clerks." 
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After  this  we  find  a  copy  of  tlie  Charter  occupying 
several  pages,  and  on  the  26th  February,  1754.  it  was 
\  ()tcd  That  the  Silver  Seal  cut  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hurd 
and  now  presented  to  the  Society  by  the  Committee  ap-, 
pointed  for  that  purpose  representing  a  vShip  arriving  at 
tlie  light  House  from  a  storm  and  the  Sun  l)reaking  out 
of  the  Clouds  with  the  Inscription  Marine  Society  at 
Boston  in  New  England  A  D  1754  be  the  Seal  of  this 
Society."  Then  follows  a  vote  that  the  draught  of  the 
Laws  presented  this  day  by  Jeremiah  Gridley  Esqr  be 
accepted  "  and  another  appointing  a  Committee  to 
relieve  any  necessitous  member  at  intervals  between  the 
monthly  meetings.  Then  several  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Society  were  adopted  by  vote,  among  others, 
one  that,  one  Shilling  Sterling  be  paid  to  the  Clerk  for 
every  Instrument  that  the  Seal  of  the  Society  be  affixed 
to,  excepting  when  the  Freedom  of  the  Society  is  vol- 
untarily presented." 

.Vfter  this  follows  the  Laws,"  which  ai-e  the  original 
of  our  present  By-Laws,  the  latter  having  been  modified 
as  time  and  experience  have  suggested.  Among  (Hher 
provisions  is  one  that  such  Member  or  Members  as 
shall  go  a  Vovage  to  sea  and  sliall  Return  vSuccessfull. 
w  ithout  being  Cast  awa\',  taken  1)\  llie  Enem\'  or  meet- 
ing \\  itii  anv  other  Misfoi  tune  shall  pa\'  Six[)ence  vStcrlg 
into  ihc  l)o\  for  the  use  of  the  Societx'  for  each  and 
evci  \  month  thai  he  shall  ha\  c  been  absent."  In  case 
of  the  exceptions  prox  ided  tor,  such  pa\  inent  i.s  not  de- 
manded. ^Vmong  other  provisions  is  one  against  pla\  ing 
**  of  Cards,  dice  or  an\'  other  (laniing  w  hatsoex  er  as  it  is 
pi"obal>le  the  same  ma\-  be  of  I)aina'4"e  to  tluauseUes  or 
some  other  ot'tlie  Soeiet\'  who  nia\'  be  In^aged  in  j)Iav." 
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''That  the  Society  shall  &  will  Avoid  all  QiiaiTells, 
Fighting,  Chalenging  each  other  to  fight  &  all  Needless 
Contentions  and  debates,  that  may  tend  to  Create  any 
fighting  or  Qiiarrelling "  etc.,  ''and  in  Case  two  or 
more  of  the  Society  shall  happen  to  quarrell  or  begin  a 
Qiiarrell  they  shall  Immediately  be  put  out  of  the  Com- 
pany for  that  meeting  in  order  to  avoid  making  the  Rest 
of  the  Company  Uneasy,  or  encouraging  them  to  enter 
into  a  generall  Qiiarrell."  Other  regulations  are  made  for 
proper  discipline  of  the  Society,  and  Wardens  appointed 
for  Alarblehead,  Nantucket,  Newbury,  and  Plymouth, 
whose  duties  were  to  ''Negotiate  any  Business"  that 
"might  happen"  in  these  several  places,  they  evidently 
then  filling  more  responsible  posititions  than  now.  The 
next  matter  of  interest  is  a  letter  to  Capt  Malachy  Salter, 
Boston,  March  3rd,  1754,  and  is  as  follows: 

"  Sr  :  —  Providence  has  been  so  favourable  to  the 
late  fellowship  Clubb  now  by  Charter  from  this  Gov- 
ernment Establisht  by  the  name  of  the  Marine  So- 
ciety 2  February  1754,  by  which  we  are  Incorpo- 
rated into  a  Body  Politick  in  numbers  89  among 
whom  is  your  name  Enrolled  to  Aye,  on  which  give 
me  leave  to  Congratulate  you,  the  Society  is  now 
in  high  Esteem  &  we  have  now  no  less  than  ten  mem- 
bers waiting  to  Enter  the  next  Tuesday.  The  En- 
trance is  now  made  Two  Dollars,  the  Society  in  order 
to  Obtain  this  Charter  have  laid  themselves  under 
an  obligation  to  the  Governmt.  that  every  Member  of 
this  Society  shall  Render  in  to  the  Society  his  obser\'a- 
tions  on  the  Coast  Relating  to  the  Variation  of  the 
needle,  Courses  and  Distances  of  Capes,  Soundings  on 
Banks  &c.,  &  all  other  things  Remarkable  to  be  Given 
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into  the  Society  <S:  ExamiiiM  l)y  a  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Society  for  that  purpose,  and  after  Examination 
to  be  put  u})on  the  Records  of  the  Marine  wSocietv  so 
that  in  time  a  new  and  Correct  Draught  of  this  Coast 
may  l)e  made  for  the  advantage  of  the  Pul)lick.  Going 
through  this  affair  has  Cost  the  Society  all  thee  JMoney 
they  Got  in  vStock  Last  Year  but  the  advantages  we 
hope  will  in  a  little  time  Ballance  the  Charge,  we  have 
got  in  to  our  Societv  Capt.  William  Patten  of  this  Town 
Grocer  who  with  Capt.  Bedgood  &:  Deacon  Boutineau 
has  been  Improved  by  the  admiralty  for  all  Surveys  cv:c 
which  has  amounted  to  £i()00-01d  Tenor  pr  Annum 
we  hope  Qiiickly  to  ha\e  that  Privilege  Centei-  with 
our  Societ}'  the  Judge  ha\  i ng  gi\en  us  alread}'  Expecta- 
tion of  it  some  time  ago  as  soon  as  the  Old  men  now 
Employ'd  should  Drop  ofl'.  our  Present  Stock  is  now 
about  £900  Old  Tenor  &  had  not  this  Charge  Accrued 
would  have  been  .£1000  this  year.  I  hope  you  will 
Excuse  my  Detail  of  this  aflair  as  I  flatter  myself  you 
vStill  Retain  a  Good  opinion  of  the  Societv  as  \()ur  past 
actions  Manifest.  Excuse  me  \et  a  little  further  and 
Give  me  leave  to  inform  you  of  the  Present  ofHcers  of 
the  vSociety  Chose  according  to  Charter  \iz  Johna. 
Clark  Master,  Joshua  Loring  Dej)uty  Master,  Johnathan 
vSnclling  Treasiu'er,  Giles  Tidmarsh  Clerk.  Wardens 
\'iz  Andrew  Craigee  Jona.  CowIcn'  f)r  the  port  of 
Boston.  Isaac  I'^ecman  for  Marblehead.  Chri.str.  (lard- 
ner  Nantucket.  Jua.  |ones  New  bcrx  ,  Ricliard  Waite 
Plymouth.  I  find  Nour  MoiUhh  (hies  from  5  June  1751 
cM  \()ur  l'\i\  ()ur  wonhl  bu  ol'  Srrx  ice  to  the  Societx. 
I  also  here  Inclose  xou  an  Impression  in  Wax  tVom  the 
Seal  ol  the   Societx  .  iV  a^  soon  as   the   New    Laws  are 
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printed  which  are  going  fo  the  Press  shall  remit  you 
them — May  Health  &  Success  attend  you  &  your  Family 
In  the  name  of  the  Marine  Society  Yr.  H.  wServt.  Giles 
Tidmarsh,  Clerk." 

These  Surveyors,  as  Mr.  Tidmarsh  expresses  it,  being 
"  got  into  the  Society,"  is  no  doubt  full  explanation  of 
how  the  Society  first  had  appointment  of  the  Port 
Wardens;  and  the  anxiety  manifested  that  ''the  Old 
men  now  Employed  should  Drop  oft',"  shows  that 
human  nature  in  1754  did  not  difter  much  from  human 
nature  in  1S79. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  here  to  say,  that  there  seems, 
from  the  records,  no  good  ground  for  the  laudation 
bestowed  on  Capt.  Wm.  Starkey  in  the  sketch  of  the 
Society  now  given  in  the  By-Laws.  His  time  of  entry 
bears  the  earliest  date,  the  9th  of  June,  1742,  but  there 
is  no  other  entry  till  the  35th  of  October  following. 
His  name  appears  first  in  the  Charter,  to  be  sure,  and 
the  first  for  relief,  but  excepting  at  two  of  the  meetings 
when  he  is  among  the  list  of  absent^'  it  is  not  found, 
after  very  diligent  search.  Nor  does  he  appear  to  have 
held  any  office,  or  been  on  any  Committee.  The  state- 
ments made  in  the  sketch  referred  to  may  be  strictl}' 
accurate,  but  the  ground  for  them  is  not  in  the  records. 

The  next  entry  of  importance  is  as  follows:  ''A 
List  of  Members  Dwellers  &  Residents  in  the  Town 
of  Boston  Rendered  into  the  Admiralty  Ofiice  this 
15th  April  1754  out  of  which  List,  Surveyors  are 
to  be  Appointed.  Jona.  Clark,  Jona.  Cowley,  Job 
Prince,  Joseph  Dummett,  Thos.  Auston,  Wm.  Cofhn, 
Andr.  Craige,  Jona.  Snelling,  Wm.  Pattin,  Xicho. 
Ferretter." 
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On  the  7th  May  following  it  was  voted,  '*that  the 
Sixpence  Sterling  or  5s  Old  Tenor  fine  for  being  Absent 
at  the  Monthly  Meetings  be  for  the  Future  Appropriated 
to  the  Discharge  of  the  vSocietys  Monthly  Expenses." 

No  item  of  special  interest  now  appears  till  the  ist 
Octol^er,  1754.  when  it  was  voted,  ''That  a  Committee 
be  Chosen  and  Appointed  In  the  name  of  the  Marine 
Society  to  Inquire  and  Engage  a  room  which  shall  be 
Convenient  without  being  Intenupted  (as  has  been 
always  the  case)  for  the  future  meetings  of  this  vSociety." 
and  CofKn,  Hewes,  Patten,  Tucker  and  Craige  were 
accordingly  appointed. 

The  "Annuall  Meeting  in  Xov.  1754  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Ballard,''  officers  were  chosen  and 
the  first  Committee  of  Relief"  appointed,  consisting 
of  five  members.  This  meeting  was  adjourned  till  the 
19th  of  the  same  month,  when  it  was  \"oted  that  £2 
LawfuU  money  be  given  to  Elizabeth  Salter  the  Widow 
of  Johnathan  Salter,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Relief 
la}'  it  out  in  \\\)od  and  Pork  and  send  her."  It  was 
likewise  Voted  that  Capt.  Roger  Passmore  iKU'ing 
been  Notified  to  make  his  appeai'ance  to  gi\e  his 
Reasons  for  his  not  meeting  the  Society  and  paying  his 
arrears,  and  did  not.  the  wSocietv  accordingh"  Disfran- 
chized him." 

\\.  the  March  meeting  in  17^^.  we  Ihul  this  memoran- 
dum :  "Xo  Collection  it  being  sn  Stornu'  tlie  Members 
could  not  attend."  It  appears  now  and  tor  a  long  time 
after,  v'^  ^^'^^^  paid  b\  members  present  at  eacli  meeting, 
with  arrearages  it'  the\'  had  been  absriU  at  tormer  ones. 

No  matter  worthx-  ot'  note  till  the  "Annuall  Meeting" 
in  Noxember.   175^-  which  was  ••held  at  the  house  of 
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Mr.  Stephen  Deblois."  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
were  chosen,  and  a  resohition  passed  that  al)sent 
members  be  notified  to  ''give  their  reasons  for  their 
non  appearance." 

On  February  3d,  1756,  the  Society  meeting  was  held 
''at  Concert  Hall,"  and  voted  a  '^  Committee  of  the  fol- 
lowing members  be  a  Comtt.  to  wait  on  the  Go\'ernour 
to  Compliment  him  on  his  return  to  his  Government." 

The  names  of  nine  members  forming  the  Committee 
follow.  Next  in  interest  is  the  following:  ''On  the 
29th  May  1756  William  Ballon  Esqr.  Agent  of  this 
Province  wrote  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentati\'es,  that  the  Act  of  the  Province  upon  which  the 
Charter  of  this  Society  is  founded  had  passed  his  Majes- 
ties Approbation." 

At  a  meeting  on  January  4th,  i757^  -it  was  "Voted 
That  whereas  the  Sum  of  Three  pounds  was  order'd  to 
be  paid  to  Elizabeth  Rand  by  the  Treasr.  last  meeting 
but  on  information  that  said  Eliz.  Rand  would  make  a 
bad  use  of  the  Money  the  Treasurer  having  inform' d 
the  Society  that  there  still  remained  in  his  hands  thirty- 
Six  Shillings  Voted  the  36s  be  appropriated  to  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Children  of  said  Rand." 

The  meetings  appear  now  to  ha\'e  been  held  with 
regularity,  and  relief  given  to  needy  persons  according 
to  circumstances,  officers  chosen,  etc.,  but  nothing  of 
moment  till,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Concert  Hall  on  the  4th 
vSeptember,  1759,  it  was  "Voted  that  Capt.  Danl.  AlcCar- 
thys  Observation  on  St.  Georges  Bank  be  Recorded 
in  this  Book  and  that  the  Society  Return  him  their 
thanks  for  the  same"  and  "Voted  tliat  Capt.  Daniell 
McCarthys   obser\'ations   be   Printed    in   each    of  the 
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Papers  of  Publick  news,  as  a  PLil)lick  Benefit  at  the 
Expense  of  the  vSocietys  money."  Thus  showini;-  at  that 
eiirly  daw  with  their  limited  means,  they  did  not  hesitate 
to  expend  such  amounts  as  mii^ht  seem  for  their  interest 
or  the  ^'Pubiick"  i^'ood. 

At  a  meetinij^  at  Concert  Hall.  December  4th,  17S9. 
''Voted  that  the  Petition  of  Mrs.  Rand  be  Dismis'd  slie 
not  l)einor  a  Proper  Object  of  Charitw 

The  4th  March,  1760.  at  Concert  Ilall,  ^-X^oted  thai 
the  Committee  for  vSupply —  prol)ai)ly  relief  —  \  isit 
Mrs.  As^nes  Gordon  and  <i;ive  her  what  thev  think  ht." 

The  Society  seems  to  have  met  so  far,  from  time  to 
time,  at  private  houses.  Concert  Hall,  and  on  J3ecember 
2d.  1760,  at  the  ]>ritish  Coffee  House.  On  February  3d. 
1761,  at  this  place  it  was  xoted  ''That  Air.  John  Leach 
School  Master  -  of  Boston  shall  a  Meml^er  of  the 
Marine  vSocietv,  On  the  following"  Conditions  That  he 
shall  from  Time  to  Time,  as  the  Society  shall  have  occa- 
sion Record  what  remarks  that  shall  be  delivered  to  him 
bv  said  vSocietv  for  that  purpose,  Also  to  make  all  Plan.s 

Views  fair  and  clear  in  the  Book,  as  trom  time  to 
'i'ime  shrdl  be  reciuested,  for  which  he  shall  be 
Exempted  of  all  charg"es  but  his  Charit\'  money,  which 
lie  is  to  paw  to  sa\'  six  pence  vStcrliui;-  money  })er  mouth 
and  Two  Dollars  at  his  Ii^ntrance — which  Two  Dollars 
we  Allow  him  foi"  a  plan  of  I'he  Isle  of  vSablcs  now  in 
the  Book  of  records." 

At  the  Auiuial  meeting;-,  held  at  the  Ih-ltish  Coffee 
House  3d  No\ember.  17^)1,  otlicers  wcie  chosen,  and  it 
was  amoni^  other  things.  *•  X'oted  that  l'^\ery  New  Mem- 
ber j)a\'  to  this  Societ\'  T\\  eiit\-  shillings  law  tnl  allei-  this 
ni-ht." 
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These  are  about  all  the  items  of  interest  in  Volume 
No.  I,  of  sufficient  importance  to  preserve,  or  rather  to 
reproduce.  Several  leaves  are  cut  or  torn  out  from  the 
latter  part  of  this  volmrie,  w^hich  may  or  may  not  have 
been  of  value.  A  condensed  summary  of  the  entire  con- 
tents remaining  is  carried  into  the  next  volume  of 
Records  marked  A,  and  the  first  new  entry  following 
bears  date  3d  November.  1762,  when  the  annual  meeting 
was  held  at  the  British  Coffee  House.  This  has  only 
the  list  of  officers  chosen  for  the  year,  of  which  Benj. 
Hallowell  Esqr.  was  Master,  Wm.  D.  Cheever,  Deputy 
Master,  Samuel  Hews,  Treasurer,  and  John  Leach, 
Clerk. 

At  the  meeting  January  4th,  1763,  fourteen  members 
l^resent,  it  was  voted,  ''That  each  member  of  the  Society 
have  a  Certificate  signed  hy  the  Master  or  Dpy  Master 
certifying  his  admittance  &c  If  he  requires  it."  ''That 
each  Certificate  have  the  Society s  Seal  affixed,  and  that 
the  Clerk  have  half  a  pistareen  for  each  Certificate." 
Under  the  same  entry,  date  of  April  5th,  it  was  voted, 
"That  the  Certificates  be  printed  and  executed." 

November  ist,  1763,  the  meeting  was  held  at  the 
British  Coffee  House,  35  members  present.  The  same 
four  principal  officers'  names  appear  with  this  statement : 
"Leaf  of  the  Old  Book  on  which  was  the  transactions 
of  the  meeting  in  November  is  torn  out  &  gone,  conse- 
quently could  not  find  out  who  the  other  officers  where." 

On  April  3d,  1764,  ten  members  were  present,  and 
Mungo  Mackay,  who  afterwards  became  a  rather  im- 
portant member,  was  voted  into  the  Society.  Dates  seem 
to  be  somewhat  mixed,  but  under  this  same  heading, 
on  April  5th,  1763,  it  was  voted,  "That  the  Schooling 
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of  Capt.  James'  Child  be  paid  amtng-  to  £4  13s  Old 
Tenor,  agreeable  to  the  petition  of  his  Wife.''  • 

June  5th.  1764,  \  oted  ^*  The  Con:iplinients  of  this 
Society  to  J.  V.  W  \Vi  l)e  Ranes  Ks([r  his  majestys  Engi- 
neer at  Halifax  ^.S:  to  assist  him  willi  all  the  Knowledge 
of  this  Coast  that  we  know."  \"oted  Clarke.  Prince, 
Chee\ers  and  Hatch,  "a  Committee  to  write  a  letter  to 
W  des  Ranes,  now  sur\  c\  ing  \o.  Coast  of  ^Vmeiica"  and 
\'oted  "'The  said  Des  Ranes  a  member  of  this  vSociety." 

January  ist.  1765,  \()ted  '"that  A.  Craigie,  J.  Prince, 
\\\  1).  Chee\er  and  J.  Homer,  wait  (mi  Jereh.  (iridlev 
Esqr,  to  present  a  petition  to  the  Genrl  Court,  to  ob- 
tain Liberty  to  errect  a  Light  House  on  Xantuckett." 

NoN'emlKM- 4lh.  1766.  Forty-two  members  }:)i-esent  at 
the  British  Colfee  House,  it  was  '-X'oted.  That  the 
Treasurer  see  all  the  arrears  paid  and  no  money  Let  till 
further  orders."  December  jd,  1766,  "Capt  Job  Pi'ince 
oflers  the  use  of  his  \"essel  (ji  atis  to  go  on  a  surve\'  for 
Two  months."  Voted  *"The  thanks  of  the  !^ociety  to 
Ca[)t  J.  Pi-ince  <\:  accept  of  his  oiler  tS:  next  ma\  w  ill 
send  her  for  that  pui'pose." 

July  r)th.  176S.  seventeen  members  present.  ••W  hereas 
the  Marine  Societ\'  has  been  appKd  to  b\  a  Committee 
from  the  Cieneral  Court  to  take  a  sur\e\  oi'  Plymoiith 
Harbour  in  order  to  gi\e  directions  for  !^ailing  in  and 
out  b\  a  new  Light  I  louse,  w  hich  is  to  be  ei  ecti'd  thei"e. 
\'()ted  that  b)l)  Prince.  Moses  i>emiett.  Thos.  Allen. 
W  ni.  Waiion.  Members  ot'  this  v'^ocietx  go  on  said  ser- 
\  ice  and  if  tlie\  ai^e  not  allow  ed  b\  the  Court  tor  their 
l-Apeiises  Theii-  case  shall  be  laid  before  the  J'^ociets  at 
the  Ainnial  meeting  in  crdei-  for  j)a\ment.  \  !> 
'I'hose  (  ieiU u.  that  are  ai)j)()iiUed   and  caimot  go  arc-  at 
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liberty  to  chuse  any  of  the  members  that  will  go."  At 
the  November  meeting,  1768,  it  was  voted  that  *•  the 
Society  remove  their  meetings  from  the  British  Coffee 
House  to  the  House  of  Capt.  Wm.  Rhoads,"  and  voted 
"That  the  sum  of  JC19  17s  6d  O  Tenor  be  appropri- 
ated to  release  the  Waiter  from  prison."  It  does  not 
appear  for  what  purpose  the  waiter  was  imprisoned,  but 
certainly  does  appear  as  if  the  Society  was  not  so  chary 
of  expenditure  as  it  has  since  become.  The  British 
Coffee  House  was  upon  King  Street,  now  State,  and 
according  to  Drake,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
marble  building  No.  66  State  Street. 

Under  a  ''Record  of  Monthly  Votes  from  Novr.  68  to 
Novr.  69"  we  find  as  follows:  ist,  "Never  to  propose 
the  removal  of  the  Marine  Society  from  one  House  to 
another  but  on  the  Annual  meeting,  and  then  two  of  the 
principal  Officers  of  the  Society  present,  unless  upon 
some  Emergency  or  unexpected  Turn  of  Affairs,  such 
as  111  treatment,  bad  attendance  or  any  other  impedi- 
ment not  agreeable  to  ye  Gentlemen." 

4th,  "  To  admit  some  worthy  gentleman  a  member 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  Law,  in  particidar •  the 
Laws  of  the  province,  and  have  a  vote  in  the  Society 
That  for  his  Advice  he  shall  be  free  from  the  Society s 
Expences." 

6th,  ''That  the  Three  principal  Officers  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  wait  on  Mr.  Adams  and  invite  him  to  be  a 
member  of  this  ^Society."  What  Mr.  Adams,  does  not 
show,  but  probably  John  Adams,  the  future  President 
of  the  United  States. 

8th,  ''That  the  Master  write  a  letter  to  the  present 
Husband  of  tlie  Wife,  which  was  the  Wife  of  Capt. 
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\\\w.  Starkcy  deed,  to  know  if  he  will  pa\-  liis  Wifes 
former  Husbands  ^Vrrears.  that  is  due  to  the  Society/' 

December  6th,  1798,  xoted  ••That  all  the  Chari^es  on 
tlie  Plymouth  vSurvey  be  paid  out  of  the  Box.  amount- 
ing- to  Thirteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings  pence  Lawful 
money  —  to  be  pd  Ca}:)t.  Job  Prince,  and  upon  tlie 
(ieneral  Court  reimbursing  the  monev  the  same  to  be 
again  put  in  the  Box." 

From  time  to  time  relief  is  \oted  to  need\'  members 
or  their  families.  They  seem  to  havfe  soon  tired  of 
meeting  at  private  houses,  for  on  the  4th  April,  i7<^9? 
onlv  h\'e  months  after  lea\  ing  the  l)ritish  CoHee  House, 
and  in  non-accordance  with  their  \()te  then  passed,  it  is 
\  oted  That  the  v^ociets-  removes  their  meetings  trom 
Capt.  W'illm.  Rhoads  to  the  British  ColTee  House  the 
next  meeting." 

(October  3d,  1769.  it  was  Noted,  that  three  more  ••  be 
added  to  the  former  Committee  to  See  to  the  forward- 
ing of  Capt.  P)lakes  picture,"  but  as  no  previous  no- 
tice on  the  subject  is  to  be  found,  we  are  left  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  circumstances  attended  it  or  what 
the  picture  was. 

I  )ecember  ^th.  1769,  Noted  ••That  from  this  present 
time,  ever\'  person  wlio  becomes  a  membei*  ot  tiiis  vSoci- 
etv  shall  [)a\'  one  (luinea  lor  his  k^ntrance." 

March  bth.  1770.  it  apj)eai^  -'lU  a  leport  of  the  Com- 
mittee aj)])ointed  to  Collect  the  Arrears  calling  on  Capt. 
Potts,  it  was  his  (k'sire.  he  said  to  be  \'oted  out  ot'  the 
Societ\.  toi-  neltk.er  he  no)-  his  Heirs  shall  want  any 
lienetit  from  the  Societ\ ,  and  as  to  what  he  had  {)aid  in. 
the  S()ciet\-  where  welcome  to;  X'oted  accordingly  that 
Caj)t.  Potts  be  no  longer  a  Membei-.'' 


Records  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society,  21 


April  3d,  1770,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  wait 
on  Capt.  John  Blake,  for  the  purpose  of  having  his  pic- 
ture drawn,"  which  is  somewhat  explanatory  of  the 
"picture"  recently  alluded  to,  and  at  the  meeting  of 
May  I  St,  we  find  the  Treasurer  Capt.  Wm.  Macka}^ 
reed  of  Capt.  John  Blake  Thirty -Six  pounds  L.  My,  on 
account  of  a  donation  by  said  Blake  to  the  Society," 
thus  telling  us  the  whole  story.  At  this  meeting  it  was 
voted  "  That  on  the  Death  of  any  member  of  this  Soci- 
ety, If  the  members  present  in  Town  do  not  attend  his 
Funeral,  they  shall  pay  a  fine  of  one  shilling  sterling 
for  the  Benefit  of  the  Society,  unless  a  reasonable 
excuse  be  given." 

September  4th,  1770,  the  Treasurer  reed  of  Capt. 
John  Blake  Twelve  pounds  L.  M.  on  account  of  his 
Donation,"  and  on  the  2d  October  following,  another 

Twelve  pounds"  on  the  same  account.  On  February 
5th,  1 771,  a  further  sum  of  ''Twelve  pounds"  from 
Capt.  Blake  is  acknowledged. 

Various  notices  occur  at  the  meetings,  that  delin- 
quent members  be  stirred  up,  and  be  sued  for  their 
arrearages  unless  paid,  though  no  such  action  appears 
to  have  been  taken.  Officers  are  re-elected  or  new 
ones  chosen,  and  relief  to  the  needy  voted,  at  almost 
every  meeting.  We  find  likewise  it  was  a  common 
occurrence,  when  new  members  were  proposed,  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  vote  them  in  at  the  time,  if 
they  were  about  going  to  sea,  or  if  there  was  other 
reason  for  immediate  action.  Votes  were  taken  often 
as  to  the  investment  and  disposal  of  the  Society's 
funds.  Most  of  the  funds  seem  to  have  ])een  let  on 
mortgage. 
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On  Xoveniber  5th.  i77i<  the  annual  meeting,  a  further 
donation  from  Capt.  Hhike  of  £12  is  aeknowletlg'eel. 
On  the  3(1  Deceml^er,  1771.  their  account  showed  £755 
17s  lod  at  interest,  and  on  hand  £78  4s  6^d,  in  all 
£834    2>  At    the    meeting    Jmie    ist,  i77.v 

Committee  was  a]:)pointe{l  *•  to  wait  on  the  General 
Court  w'itli  a  luemorial  of  the  disbursements  expended 
h\  the  vSocietv  on  the  vSur\ey  of  Plymouth  Harbour  tor 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Light  House/' 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  at  the  British  Collee 
House,  2(1  Xovember,  1773.  it  was  \'ote(l  that  Prince, 
Cobb,  l)lake.  Hopkins,  and  Jar\  is,  •*  He  a  Committee  to 
look  out  for  a  House  that  will  l)e  convenient  for  the 
Marine  vSociety  to  purchase,  and  luake  a  report  next 
meeting,"  showing  at  that  earh'  day  the  desire  was  con- 
ceived which  is  still  held  in  gestation. 

December  7th,  1773,  That  Mr.  Romans  (.Iraught  to 
tlie  Southwd"  — probably  of  this  coast  southward  from 
here — is  wortlu'  of  reconnnendation/'  Xo  report  is 
recorded  of  the  Conunittee  on  purchase  of  a  house,  but 
at  the  meeting  of  ^th  I"\^bruar\-.  i  ^7^,  a  Conunittee  of  six, 
including  tour  of  the  former  Conunittee,  was  xoted,  **  to 
look  out  tor  a  suitable  House  to  piu'chase  for  the  Marine 
vSocietv  situated  anv  wa\'  between  the  Mill  Bridge  and 
the  ()ld  South  Meeting  House  or  between  Consort" 
Concert:  ••Hall  and  this  j)lace  (the  l>i-itish  CotVee 
I  louse)  and  make  report  next  meeting."  At  meet- 
ing held  2 1  st  Pel)iuar\-  this  Conunittee  ie|)()rt  •'That 
the\  ha\e  attended  to  that  business  and  lound  oik'  situ- 
ated at  the  Sonlh  Side  ol"  the  Tow  n  House,  snitable  as 
llu'\-  think  toi"  the  Soeiet\  —  and  their  report  was 
receixed."     A  Conunittee  ot'se\en  was  then  api)oiined 
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with  full  power  to  purchase  the  said  House  pro\  idecl 
they  do  not  exceed  Five  hundred  pounds  vSterling,"  and 
on  7th  March,  1775.  tliey  report,  '^That  the  price  of  the 
House  is  so  hi^^h  tliey  ha\'e  not  as  \et  purchased."  show- 
ing we  stand  now  where  they  chd  then.  On  5th  April, 
1775,  this  record  is  made,  none  present  l)ut  tlie 
Clerk." 

No  meetings  were  held  from  Novem])er,  i775^  to 
November,  1776,  at  which  time  the  annual  meeting  was 
again  held  at  the  I3ritish  Coffee  House.  This  remiss- 
ness on  the  part  of  members  seems  to  have  stimulated 
them  to  action  on  the  matter,  for  we  find  they  then  A  oted, 
"  That  the  Clerk  agree  in  the  most  reasonablest  manner 
with  some  Printer,  to  strike  off  one  Thousimd  notifica- 
tions to  warn  the  members  to  all  proper  meetings."  At 
the  same  meeting  they  voted,  That  the  Clerk  be 
authorized  to  hire  a  Waiter  to  attend  occasionally  for 
five  shillings  each  time." 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  November,  1777,  a  Commit- 
tee of  Henderson  Inches,  Job  Prince,  William  Mackay, 
were  chosen  to  purchase  a  House  as  soon  as  they  can 
and  make  a  report  of  the  amount  thev  Pav  for  the 
same." 

Relief  to  the  necessitous,  foregoing  the  arrears  of 
members  imable  to  pay,  and  stirring  up  the  delinquent 
ones,  are  the  onlv  matters  mentioned,  to  3d  February, 
1778,  when  it  was  voted  That  the  Society  remove  to 
some  private  House  in  order  to  save  expenses,"  and 
voted,  That  at  each  Meeting  the  Room,  Fireing  and 
Candles  \)^  paid  by  the  vSociety,  and  the  Liquors  ])e  paid 
by  the  members  present,  at  each  meeting."  Likewise 
voted,     That  our  next  meeting  be  at  ]Mrs.  Claphanis." 
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March  7th.  177S.  •*  I'hc  Committee  appointed  to  pur- 
chase a  House  make  repoil  that  the\  ha\'e  not  l)een  able 
to  procure  one  agreeable  to  \'ote."  *•  Therefore  \ Oted 
That  aU  the  paper  mone\  in  the  Treasurers  hands 
(except  I'^itty  ])oun(ls)  l)e  Let  on  Continental  or  State 
v^ccuritx'  as  soon  as  it  can  possihK  l)e  done." 

The  Amuial  Meeting-  for  1  77S  was  lield  at  Mrs.  Clap- 
ham's,  and  after  the  choice  of  oihcers.  and  other  business 
was  linished.  it  was  Noted.  That  the  vSociet\-  do  dine  at 
]\lrs.  Cambells  next  Tuesda\  — Dinner  at  1  O'clock." 
Idiis  is.  we  belie\e.  tiie  tirst  mention  of  '*  Dinner:" 
w  hat  the\  st\  led  their  pre\  ions  entertaiinuents  does  not 
ap})ear.  thou^'h  the\  un(|uestional)l\  had  them.  At  the 
Annual  Meetini^-.  Xoxember.   1779.  it  was   Noted,  that 

The  vSocietx  (hue  together  at  the  .Vmerican  CotVee 
House  on  W'ednesdax  next."  Ma\  2(1.  1780.  a  \ote  was 
passed.  **  That  each  Meml)er  pa\  !^e\en  }:)()unds  Ten 
vSliillinLj,s  to  (lefra\  tlie  ex]:)encis  now  due  b\  the  Societx 
to  Mrs.  Cla])ham  for  birini;'.  Candles  c\:  Room  tor  the 
\\  intei"  past,  and  w  hat  ma\'  be  oxer  shall  remain  in 
vStock  tor  the  expends  tlie  SocietN  sliaU  l>e  al  in  fului'e." 
and  xoted.  "'Idle  \\  aiter  in  t\iture  paid  Nine  joound^." 
It  is  prol)able  tliis  w  as  ohl  renoi"  "  mone\  .  thouL:,"h  not 
so  state(L  w  hich  w  a^  at  90  per  cent,  (h.^count.  that  i^.  a 
])oun(l  w  as  wortii  two  shihin^.s  sterhn^'  or  hai'd  moiiex  . 

At  the  Animal  Meetin--.  \o\  embei-.  i  780.  held  at  Mi  s. 
Cla])hanrs.  it  wa^  X'oted  on  the  petition  ol"  Maix  Ilar- 
])er  \\  idow  ot  Ca))t.  \\  m.  ixin^.  that  the  C Oimnitli'e  ot 
Keliet"  wait  on  her  and  en(|niiL'  into  her  circumsUiiK-e^ 
and  should  lhe\  lind  iK-ran  (  )h)ect  ot'  Charit\  agreeable 
to  sd  j)c-tition  that  the\  do  order  lu-r  imnuuliale  Kelit't 
b\  an\  Sum  not  exceeding   Ten.!  laid  Dollars."  llere 
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we  see  the  money  of  the  country  changing  from  pounds 
to  dollars. 

A  Committee  having  l)een  appointed  in  1783  to  revise 
the  '^Law^sof  the  Society,"  it  was  voted  at  a  meeting, 
7th  January,  17S3,  ''That  the  above  Committee  be  & 
they  are  hereby  directed  to  luring  in  their  Report  at  the 
next  monthlv  meeting  &  that  the  Clerk  specialh'  notify 
every  member  in  Boston  to  attend  as  \^x\  s^DCcial 
business  relati\'e  to  the  Laws  and  the  Essential  Interest 
of  the  Society  is  to  be  debated  &  determined  on." 

At  the  meeting  on  February  4th,  17S3.  among  other 
matters  it  was  voted,  ''That  a  Committee  of  Fi\'e 
Members  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  emblematic  print, 
and  to  agree  with  some  engraver  to  cut  the  same  on 
Copper  together  with  a  Certificate  to  be  signed  by  the 
Master  and  Countersigned  by  the  Clerk  respecting  the 
admition  of  members  —  The  expence  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  General  Stock."  The  revised  laws  were  similar  in 
intent  and  meaning  to  those  at  present  in  use. 

March  4th,  17S3,  '^Whereas  Capt.  Robert  Robbins 
has  sent  word  to  the  vSociety  that  he  does  not  wish  to 
receive  any  assistance  from,  or  to  lend  any  to  the  Societv, 
Therefore  Voted  That  he  be  dismissed." 

At  the  meeting  of  3d  June,  1783,  held  at  Mrs.  Clap- 
ham's  it  was  voted,  "That  Mr.  Tudor  be  desired  to 
draught  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  now  sitting, 
offering  our  service  in  the  Choice  of  pilots  &  care  of  the 
Lights,  simihir  to  that  already  presented"  —  of  which 
there  is  no  record  —  "with  this  difference,  that  we  will 
give  our  time  for  one  year  gratis."  The  Mr.  Tudor  here 
mentioned  is  subsequentl}-  spoken  of  as  Judge  Tudor, 
and  appears  to  have  l)een  the  legal  adviser  of  the  vS(^ciet\-. 
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A})ril  ^th.  178^.  \"()tc(l  that  "the  Treasurer  vSettle 
\\'ith  Mr.  I)riininer  for  a  I'eii  pouiul  Note  as  it  was 
ConsoHclated  which  scl  Hriininer  oxerpaid  to  the  kite 
Treasurer,  hein^"  the  j^ropertx'  of  lleudersou  Inches 
deceasecL'' 

At  the  Octoher  nieetiuLi".  178^.  a  petition  was  received 
'•from  Masters  «\:  Nhites  of  \essels  l>el()n<j;in^-  to  this 
v^tate."  though  it  does  not  appear  on  wliat  sul^ject  :  it  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  with  instructions  "to  consuh 
with  Mr.  Tudor  on  the  Business." 

Octoher  ^rch  1 7S6.  "The  Treasurer  hnd  l)ef<)re  the 
Societx  the  f  )ll()winLi"  extract  from  the  W'iU  of  the  Late 
Hon.  [ohn  hh"\ini^"  lOscp-.  '1  L:,i\e  A:  hecjueath  to  the 
^larine  vSocietN  in  I)()ston  for  the  l)enelil  of  the  poor 
Widows  and  Chilch-en  of  distressed  v^camen.  tlie  sum 
of  Fift\"  pounds  Sterhn^-  or  V'wc  hunch'ed  pounds  old 
Tenor.'  xVnd  also  informiui^"  the  vSociety  that  the  Execu- 
tors of  sd  Will  stood  read\-  to  dischari^^e  sd  Le^racy 
imme(hatel\ 

\'()te(l  "That  the  al)()\e  extract  be  recorded  in  the 
i^ooks  of  the  vSocietv,  that  the  meml)ers  o-ratefully  recei\  e 
the  same  to  he  a])propriated  a^reeal>ly  to  the  Intentions 
of  the  L^-enerous  donor  and  that  the  thanks  ot'  the  Society 
he  iL;i\en  to  his  k^xcehencx  (ioxernoi-  i)ow'doin.  Win. 
JCrx  in--  c\:  ()H\er  Wendall  ICscp^.  I-:xectrs.  of  sd  Will  f)r 
their  ])i-ompt itu(k'  to  pa\  the  same  *S:  L'apt.  Patten  the 
Ti"easurer  conmumicate  this  xote  to  sd  I^xectrs.  L^ixe 
a  icl.  to  tliem  for  the  mone\  when  paick  in  discharge 
ot  the  lA'^acN  ak)ri'sai(k" 

This  aj)])ears  to  he  the  lirst  k\L^ac\  to  the  Societx. 

Xoxtanhi-i-  71)1,  i7Sh.  anothei'  L'ommiltee  i^  ap})'>inte(k 
"to  look  out  foi'  a  suitahh-   1  louse  for  the  Societx  to 
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purchase  and  make  report  as  soon  as  possible."  At  the 
same  meeting  it  was  voted  that  '*a  Dinner  be  provided 
on  Wednesday  next  the  15th  inst.  at  the  American 
Coffee  House      *  *      #      ^^^(-|  meml3ers 

of  the  Society  that  are  in  Town  desired  to  attend." 
A  Committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  manage  the 
same,"  ''And  also  to  invite  such  Gentlemen  to  the  Feast 
as  they  may  think  proper." 

January  2nd,  17S7,  wx  find  this  record  :  ''The  Revd. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Doer.  Warren,  &  Doer.  Dexter,  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Humane  Society  being  introduced,  Com- 
municated the  design  of  sd  Society  to  erect  Three  JIuts 
in  such  most  exposed  Parts  in  &  adjacent  to  the  Har- 
bour of  Boston,  for  the  preservation  of  such  unfortunate 
persons  as  may  be  Shipw^recked  on  the  Shore  within 
or  near  sd  Harbour,  likewise  a  request  that  this  Society 
would  be  so  kind  as  to  point  out  the  most  eligible  Situa- 
tions for  placing  such  proposed  Huts,  and  also  that  they 
should  be  much  obliged  to  this  Society  for  any  further 
Communications  on  the  Subject  as  may  conduce  most 
eftectually  to  answer  the  purpose  intended."  "Which 
Communication  being  taken  into  Consideration,"  voted, 
"That  this  Society  being  in  a  degree  the  Representative 
of  the  Maritime  part  of  the  Community,  feel  a  very  warm 
Sense  of  the  Benevolent  design  of  the  Humane  Society 
&  return  their  most  cordial  thanks  for  their  truly 
Humane  attention  to  so  exposed  &  valuable  a  part  of  the 
Citizens  of  the  State,  as  the  Seamen  most  certainly  are. 
And  the  members  of  this  Society  will  with  great  cheer- 
fulness contri])ute  any  Aid  &  information  in  their  Line  to 
ad^'ance  so  good  a  design."  Voted,  ''That  the  Opinion 
of  this  vSocicty  is,  That  the  most  Eligible  places  to  Erect 
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said  huts  are,  one  on  Marshtiekl  Beach,  one  on  the 
Beach  back  of  Xantasket,  &  one  on  Lovells  Ish\nd,  and 
in  case  the  Humane  vSociety  thinks  proper  to  Erect  a 
fourth.  That  it  should  l)e  on  Lynn  Beach." 

Fe])]"uary  6th,  i/^/-  "I'he  petition  of  Capt.  l^hiUip 
Bass  not  ])ein^-  ai^-reeable  to  the  Societw"  therefore. 
''\'ote(l.  That  not  any  notice  l)e  taken  of  it.''  Certainl\- 
l)rief  and  to  the  point. 

Noveml)er  6th,  1787.  the  v^ociety  met  at  the  J>uncli 
of  Grapes  Ta\'ern.  so  far  as  appears,  for  the  Hrst  time. 
This  was  then  at  the  corner  of  Kini;-  J^treet  and  ^hlck- 
arel  Lane,  now  corner  of  h^tate  and  Kil1)y  Streets,  the 
New  Eni^land  Bank  l)uikhn^-  occu})\in^-  the  i^^roiuid 
where  the  Ta\ern  then  stooch  No  matters  of  impor- 
tance appear  for  se\'eral  meetin«^s.  Ahirch  4th,  17S8, 
at  the  Bunch  of  Grapes,  it  was  voted,  ''to  (hspose  of 
the  Land  at  Framing-ham  in  a  le^-al  manner  and  to 
the  l)est  advanta<j^e  possil)le."  This  had  l)een  secured 
to  the  vSocietv  l)v  Morti^'a^^e.  for  money  loanecL  It  was 
likewise  \'ote(l  at  this  meetini;-.  "to  employ  a  jX'r^on 
to  set  the  Marine  v'^ocietxs  l^ooks  in  a  ]:>ro])er  and 
regular  manner." 

Ma\  6th,  17SS,  at  the  Ihmch  of  (ira])es.  "Whereas 
it  has  been  re])resente(l  to  this  v^ociet\  that  the  post 
]\]aster  would  allow  one  penn\  Sterling"  tor  each  Letter 
which  ma\  arri\e  tVom  Sea  into  this  Poll  on  its  beini^" 
])rou^"ht  to  his  otlice.  and  a  fund  miL^ht  be  raised  trom 
^\■hich  '_;reat  i)enehts  mi^ht  Accrue  to  the  Societ\  should 
a  ])erson  be  appointed  to  Collect  the  lA'tters  which  ma\ 
anise  into  this  I'ort  tVom  St-a.  Therefoie  \'ote(b  C"aj)t. 
IMuuL^o  Mackax.  bnnes  Mai^ee.  Samuel  Dunn  be  a 
C'<»nunittee   to    a|)])oint    some   suitable    j)erson    ot  the 
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Society  or  elsewhere  to  receive  and  collect  all  Letters 
and  to  convey  the  same  to  the  post  Master  and  take  his 
Receipt,  and  that  the}'  make  such  terms  with  the  person 
so  ap23ointed  as  will  best  carry  the  Designs  of  the 
Society  into  Execution."  Wm.  Erving,  Esq.  and  Capt. 
Samuel  Dunn,  jr.,  were  ''added  to  the  Committee 
aj)pointed  to  prepare  a  Copper  plate  for  the  Society,  as 
proposed  by  their  Vote,  Febry.  3rd,  T7S3,  and  that  they 
be  Directed  to  carry  said  Vote  into  immediate  Execu- 
tion." Upon  the  petition  of  Capt.  James  Kirkwood, 
the  sum  of  two  pounds,  two  shillings,  was  voted  to 
''jDay  his  Landlord,"  if  the  same  was  found  to  be  due. 
This  same  James  Kirkwood  appears  to  have  attended 
and  waited  on  the  Society  at  the  meetings  about  this 
time. 

September  2nd,  17S8.  Two  hundred  letters  in  legal 
form  given  by  Wm.  Tudor,  Esqr.,  were  ordered  to  be 
l^rinted,  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  delinquent  mem- 
bers of  their  obligations.  October  7th,  178S,  voted, 
''That  Capt.  John  Callahan  be  authorized  to  receive  the 
ballance  of  those  Members  w^hich  are  in  London  who 
are  in  arrearages  to  this  Society  as  he  will  have  a  Letter 
with  their  accts.  &  his  Receipt  shall  be  their  Discharge." 
These  wxre  probably  members  before  the  Revolution, 
who  had  gone  home  to  the  Mother  country. 

"The  Committee  appointed  to 'form  a  design  of  an 
Engraving  for  a  Certificate  to  New  Members,  Report 
one,  on  which,  Resolved,  The  said  Committee  l)e 
authorized  and  directed  to  compleat  the  same,  making 
such  alterations  as  they  think  proper,  and  thc\'  agree 
with  some  Engraver  to  engra\'e  it,  and  to  lia\  c  it  done  as 
soon  as  Possible." 
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\\  the  .Vnniial  Meeting;-,  in  X()\enilK'r.  17SS,  assist- 
ance in  a  \'er\"  w ordx  manner  was  rendered  the  Widow 
North,  "riie  Treasurer  was  Empowered  to  Execute  a 
leLCal  Deed  of  the  vSociet\s  Land  in  Franiin^'hani  to 
Anne  Johnson  complying"  with  the  Terms  of  purchase 
a^'reed  upon  l)y  the  Committee."  Twent\'  dolhirs  was 
voted  to  Capt.  \\'elsh  "as  Clerk  to  the  Society."  A 
Committee  was  aj^pointed  **  to  ajj^ree  for  a  Dinner."  and 
it  was  voted  that  the  above  Committee  invite  three  of 
the  Cler<^"\'  to  dine  with  the  vSocietN'  on  W'ednesdax  next." 

At  this  date,  the  Societ\  appears  to  ha\  e  had  in  land. 
sundr\'  loans,  and  inxestments.  £1377  3^^-  ^^^^^^ 
Treasurer.  Xatluiniel  Patten,  liad  cash  on  hand  £96  js 
5(1.  in  all.  £1473  ()s  8d.  .\t  the  December  meeting-  a 
committee  was  appointed,  "to  settle  the  Debt  due  from 
Capt.  Job  Prince  on  the  best  terms  and  Conditions  that 
Circumstances  will  admit  of.  either  b\-  Compounding;-  the 
Debt  or  Otherwise,  as  the\-  shall  think  most  for  the 
Interest  of  the  vSociety." 

At  the  meeting;-  January  6tli.  1789.  at  the  lUnich  of 
Grapes,  it  was  Noted,  and  a  committee  was  aj^poinled 
''to  dispose  of.  and  ICxecute'  a  Deed  of  the  Societies 
Land  in  Little  CambrldL^e." 

l'\'l)ruar\  ^(1.   i  7S9.  The   Impression  ol  a  CopjX'r 

plate  for  a  Certificate  of  Members  was  laid  bt'tore  the 
Societx  and  it  l)ein^'  represented  that  a  Number  ol  Mem- 
bers would  L^-o  to  Sea  belore  the  next   MeetiuLi"."  xoted. 

'I'hat  the  Conunittee  apj)()inted  to  a^ree  f  )r  the  Plati* 
with  Mr.  Callender  ha\e  a  Number  of  Impressions 
directlx  struck  olfaiid  deliwi-ed  to  the  Master,  who  is 
I'eipk-sted  to  SiL^n  the  same.  C»  )untersi^ued  b\  the  Clerk 
and  deli\ere(l  to  all  such  Membeis       desire  iIk-iu.'* 
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At  the  meeting,  March  3d,  it  was  voted  That  the 
Secretary  be  directed  to  discharge  Mr.  Callenders  Bill 
for  Engraving  a  Plate  for  the  Society."  This  appears  to 
show  conclusively,  that  the  copper  plate  engraved  for 
the  certificate  was  not  done  in  England,  as  has  been 
thought  by  some  to  be  the  case. 

In  May,  1789,  it  was  voted,  That  the  Portrait  paint- 
ing of  Capt.  John  Blake,  be  delivered  to  the  President 
who  will  take  Charge  of  it  for  the  Society."  It  would 
be  curious  to  know  what  has  become  of  this  Portrait 
painting,"  and  the  idea  suggests  itself,  if  none  of  the 
present  members,  especially  the  Ex-Presidents,  may  not 
be  induced  to  give  a  "  Portrait  painting,"  or  at  least  a 
large  sized  photograph  of  themselves  to  the  Society,  to 
help  adorn  and  beautify  the  room  ? 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted,  That  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  Communicate  to  the  different  Marine  Soci- 
eties in  Salem  and  Newbury  Port,  the  intention  of  this 
Society  to  Survey  Georges  Banks  and  Nantucket  Shoals, 
and  request  their  Assistance  in  Carrying  the  Design  into 
execution."  One  cannot  fail  to  notice  what  a  favorite 
word  Execution"  has  become  of  late  with  our  worthy 
ancestors. 

At  the  next  meeting,  in  June,  the  matter  assumes  a 
somewhat  different  phase,  for  we  find  it  then  voted, 

That  a  Committee  be  now  appointed  to  write  to  the 
Alarine  Societys  at  Salem  and  Newbury  on  the  Propri- 
ety of  representing  to  the  General  Court  the  Dangers 
Attending  Trade  and  Navigation  from  the  incorrect 
Drafts  of  St  Georges  Bank  and  Nantucket  Shoals,  and 
to  request  that  Measures  may  be  taken  the  ensuing  year 
to  effect  a  Survey,  and  in  Case  tlicy  shall  appr()\  e  of  tliis 
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Plan,  that  this  Committee  in  conjunction  with  Such  as 
the  ( )thcr  Societies  may  a})})()int,  }:)resent  a  Memorial 
for  the  purpose." 

At  the  meeting-  of  .\ii<;-ust  3cl,  1/^9^  **  Motion  was 
made  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the 
Mei"its  of  Mr.  l)uri^is'.s  intended  pul)lication  of  improxe- 
ments  u]:)on  the  vSeamans  Daily  Assistant  and  if  f  )und 
wortlu'  the  .Vttention  of  the  vSociety  to  repoi  t  accor- 
(hnL^ly.  and  the  ({uestion  l^'ini;'  put  it  passed  in  the 
Xe<;"ati\'e.  as  Mr.  Huri^is  has  produced  no  Recommend- 
ation of  his  Character  and  vScientitic  .Vbilities  which 
ai*e  \ecessar\-  l)efore  this  vSociet\'  can  with  Propriety 
attend  to  applications  of  the  kind  stated  in  Mr.  P)ur<4-is's 
Letter." 

A  Pi'inted  Ad\  ertisement  si^^ned  Bartholomew  P)in"- 
ii^is  l)einii;  read,  in  which  .V}:)pears  the  following'  clause, 
\  i/.  •  That  His  Charts  of  the  coast  of  .Vmerica  would  be 
approxed  of  and  signed  In  a  Member  of  the  Marine 
vSocietx'  before  delivered.'  "  which  beinL;'  considered, 
thereupon  \()ted,  ••That  the  said  Mr.  lUu'^is  had  no 
authorit\'  for  insertini;"  such  a  clause  in  his  ad\  ertisement, 
he  beinci;  altou^ether  unknow  n  to  this  Societ\  ,  and  that 
this  Resolution  be  published."  The  v'^ocietx  e\  icjentb' 
did  not  mean  lo  be  trilled  with  b\  Mr.  liur^is,  oi-  any 
other  man.  in  those  da\s. 

Sad  to  sa\.  at  the  ()ct()ber  meelint;-.  this  year.  John 
P>lake.  \\ho  ^a\c>  the  *•  Portrait  paintiu!.;  "  in  Nbi\ ,  peti- 
tions for  reliei'.  and  •*  Twcntx  dollars"  is  \()ted  tor  that 
purpose.  I'ruU  ,  jud^iuL:,"  liom  tlu'  recoids,  there  was 
full  as  nmch  uuthril't  amoni;-  the  ma^tei-  maiiners  then, 
as  now  .  and  the  rolliuL;"  stones  ot'  lhat  da\  Leathered  no 
m<  )i'e  m(  »^s  than  at  t  he  present. 
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At  this  meeting  they  appointed  a  Committee  to 
consider  a  letter  of  Mr.  ^Matthew  Clark,  ''respecting 
a  Sett  of  drafts  of  the  Coast  intended  to  l:)e  published 
by  him,  and  that  they  examine  said  drafts  and  report 
what  shall  in  their  opinion  be  proper  to  be  done  by 
the  Society." 

The  Annual  Meeting,  November,  17S9,  was  held  at 
the  Bunch  of  Grapes  :  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
chosen.    It  was  voted,  and  a  Committee  appointed,  in 

Case  of  Accident  hajDpening  to  the  Treasurer  "  —  "to 
take  the  effects  &  money  into  their  own  hands  &  account 
with  the  Society  for  the  Same."  It  was  also  voted, 
"  That  Capts.  Dunn,  Hatch,  Deblois,  Jones  and 
Howes  be  recommended  to  the  Hon  Jons.  Lowell  Esqr 
Judge  of  this  district  to  be  Surveyors,  for  the  Port  of 
Boston,  and  that  a  Copy  of  this  Vote  be  presented  him 
for  his  approbation." 

A  Committee  of  Tudor,  Mackay,  Dunn,  Deblois,  & 
Cabot  was  appointed  to  answer  the  Letter  from  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  &  to  give  him  such 
information  as  shall  conduce  to  the  publick  Benefit." 
A  committee  was  appointed  ''to  agree  for  a  Dinner" 
and  to  "invite  three  of  the  Clergy  to  dine  with  the 
Society,  Viz,  Revd.  Joseph  Eckley,  Revd.  Jere.  Belknap 
&  Revd.  Jno.  Clark." 

At  the  meeting  held  on  ist  December,  17S9,  a  fur- 
ther vote  as  to  bringing  more  pressure  to  bear  on  delin- 
quent members,  was  passed.  Another,  with  reference 
to  • the  petition  of  Mathew  Clark  respecting  Bathol- 
omew  Burgis'  Charts  of  the  American  Coast."  '*The 
Presdnt  having  informed  the  vSociety  that  the  Comis- 
sary  General  liad  requested  the  ach  ice  of  the  ^Society 


34        Records  of  tJie  Boston  Marine  Society. 


respecting  the  Hxing  of  the  Beacon  in  the  lower  har- 
bour," a  conmiittee  was  appointed  to  confer  with 
hini.  --proNidccl  lie  appHes  in  writing  for  their  advice 
and  assistance." 

Furtlier,  As  it  appears  to  the  v^ociety  that  his  Excel- 
lenc\-  John  A(huns  lilsc[r.  \'ice-Presidcnt  of  the  L'nited 
States  was  achiiitted  a  member  of  this  Societ\  in 
Xoveml)er  i  j'SS  \"oted.  That  the  Secretary  fill  up  a 
Certificate  agreeable  to  that  date  &  forward  it  to  the 
Vice-President."  It  was  also  Voted,  "That  the  Com- 
mittee that  was  appointed  to  answer  the  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  tlie  Treasur\-  be  a  Conuuittee  to  wait  on 
Gen.  Lincoln  cS:  inform  him  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Society  respecting  Light  houses.  Boys  cK:c."  pr()])abl\- 
buoys. 

Januar\  ^th.  1790,  at  the  Bunch  (jf  Grapes,  the 
Society,  inuler  certain  conditions,  authorize  ]Mr.  Osgood 
Carlton  ••Teacher  of  the  ^NLithematicks,"  to  examine 
and  sanction  the  charts  of  Bartholomew  Burgis  ••before 
thc\  are  olfered  for  sale." 

Few  of  tlie  meetings  found  a  quorum  until  6th  Juh-, 
1790.  when,  at  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  Ta\crn.  t\vent\' 
Members  were  present.  It  is  then  recorded  that.  "The 
President  lia\ ing  informed  the  Societx  of  the  decease 
of  Capt.  \athl.  Pattin  I'reasui-er  \'oted  That  the 
Soeietx  will  attend  the  funeral  in  Pi'ocessjon  Irom  his 
late  dwelling  house  in  Roxburx  .  and  that  carriages  be 
pro\  ided  tor  the  members  at  the  expense  of  the  Societw 
that  Capt.  Piinee.  b'ne>  i\:  Williams  he  a  L'onunjttee 
to  j)r(  )\  ide  t  he  Cai  riage^." 

Then  comes  the  following  "Letter  to  the  Pie>i(lent 
of'  the  Marine  SoeietN  from  Capt.   |aine>  Magee." 
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Sir  :  —  I  have  the  honor  through  you  to  present  to  the 
Honorable  Marine  Society,  two  Bowls  &  two  Pitchers, 
w4iich  you  will  please  to  present  them  in  my  name,  and 
you  will  much  oblige, 

your  Humb.  vSer^-t., 

James  Magee. 
N.  B. — -The    Seal    of  the    Society   got    melted  in 
passing  through  the  warm  Lattitudes  &  was  not  in  my 
power  to  have  it  put  on  the  Bowls. 

''The  President  having  communicated  to  the  Society 
the  above  Letter,  It  was  voted  unanimously.  That  Capt. 
Mungo  Mackay,  Capt.  Samuel  Dunn  &  Cap.  James 
Prince  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  Capt.  James  ]\Iagee 
and  to  acquaint  him  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  that 
they  not  only  with  jDleasure  accept  the  polite  and 
elegant  present  made  them  this  evening,  but  that  they 
feel  particularlv  gratified  by  the  affectionate  &  friendlv 
manner  in  which  this  testimony  of  his  esteem  for  this 
Society  was  communicated,  &  the  Master  is  requested 
to  take  charge  of  the  Present  &  to  have  a  box  provided 
to  keep  them  in." 

While  referring  to  Capt.  Magee,  it  mav  not  be  amiss 
to  state,  that  on  the  old  Burial  Hill  at  Plymouth  is  a 
stone  on  which  is  inscribed  : 

''  In  memory  of  wSeventy-two  Seamen,  wdio  perished 
in  Plymouth  harbour  on  the  36th  and  37th  days  of  Deer. 
177S,  on  board  the  private  armed  Brig  Gen.  Arnold  of 
twenty  guns,  James  Magee  of  Boston  Conuiiander. 
sixty  of  whom  were  buried  in  this  spot. 

"This  monument  marks  the  resting  place  of  sixt\'  of 
the  sevent\'-t\\'o  mariners  wlio  ]:>crislicd  in  tlicir  strife 
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with  the  storm,  and  is  erected  by  Stephen  Gale  of 

Porthmd.  ]Maine,  a  strans^er  to  them,  as  a  just  memorial 

of  their  sullcrini^'s  and  death. 

Ca})t.   jamcs  ^hi^cc  died  in  Ro\l)ur\ .  Feln'v  4th, 

I  So  I.  a^-ed  51  years. 

"  Oh  falsely  flattering  were  you  billows  smooth, 
When  forth  elated,  sailed  in  evil  hour. 
That  vessel,  whose  disastrous  fate  when  told, 
Filled  every  breast  with  sorrow,  and  each  eye  with 
piteous  tears." 

At  the  meeting;-  vScptein1)er  7th.  1790.  it  was  proposed 
that  Mr.  Os^^'ood  Carlton,  the  Teacher  o'i  the  Mathe- 
niaticks."  referred  to  a  few  nieetini^s  hack,  l^e  a  mcnd^er 
of  the  Society.  October  12th,  1790.  **.V  letter  was  hiid 
liefore  tlie  S()ciet\'  bv  its  President  from  Genl  Lincoln 
respectini^-  the  l)uildinLi-  a  Cutter  for  the  protection  of 
the  Trade.  Voted  That  Capt.  M.  Mackay.  Thos  Russell, 
Capt.  Crow-ell  llatcli.  Ca])t.  J.  F.  Williams  (S:  Capt. 
1^'istrain  Farnard  1>c  a  Connniltee  to  report  the  chmen- 
sions  (jf  a  \essell  suital^lc  lor  the  j^urposc  to  repl\  to 
Genl  Lincolns  letter." 

••The  Connnittee  re])orted  that  the  Fresident  i-eturn 
the  tollow  iuLi"  answ  er  : 

( )ctoi)er  13th.  I  7cjO. 

(ii:\L  Lincoln. 

Sii;  : — The  Marine  !^ociet\  met  last  exenini:^ 
at  w  hich  time  I  laid  xonr  k-tter  hctorc  thcan.  and  agree- 
able to  \()ur  reijuest  the\  tooix  the  business  into 
innnediate  consideration,  ri-spect i n«4'  the  si/e  of  a  \essell 
suitable  to  protect  the  Trade  on  this  Coast  Li'ixe  it 
as  iheii-  opini(»ii  ihr  dimensions  should  Ik'  a^  follows: 
Forl\  ei^ht   K-e1    i\ei-l.  Li-_;"!ileen   tee!    I>eain  \  s^xi-n  t^et 
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hold,  makes  about  Sixty  three  Tons  &  be  rigged  a 
Schooner.  The  Marine  Society  will  always  be  ready 
to  aid  &  assist  the  Trade  so  as  to  promote  the  Gen. 
Good.    In  whose  behalf  I  am 

Yr  most  hum.  vServt, 

MuxGo  jNIackay."  * 

"Voted  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
what  spot  of  ground  may  be  the  most  convenient  for 
the  erecting  a  Marine  Hospital,  the  kind  of  building 
that  will  be  most  convenient  &  its  expence,  also  to  make 
a  Calculation  of  the  annual  income  that  will  arise  from 
a  Small  Tax  on  Seamen  for  the  support  of  said  Hospital 
and  report  at  the  next  meeting." 

At  the  meeting  of  2d  November,  1790,  at  the  Bunch 
of  Grapes  Tavern,  we  read,  "The  Committee  appointed 
at  the  last  monthly  meeting  to  consider  what  spot  of 
ground  may  be  the  most  convenient  for  the  erecting  a 
Marine  Hospital  take  leave  to  report,  That  from  a 
variety  of  Considerations  they  are  of  o]Dinion  that  some 
spot  of  the  Heights  of  Charlestown  East  of  the  Town 
is  the  most  eligible  situation  for  such  a  Building.  The 
remainder  of  their  Commission  they  beg  leave  to  defer 
until  they  obtain  further  information.  By  order  of 
Thos  Russell."  "Voted  That  the  Committee  be  further 
instructed  to  draw  a  petition  to  Congress,  setting  forth 
the  utility  of  a  Marine  Hospital  &  pointting  out  the 
means  of  supjDorting  one."  At  this  meeting  Gen. 
Lincoln  was  proposed  as  a  member,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  and  he  was  voted  in  unanimously  and  at 
once.  The  rules  were  often  suspended  for  simihir 
purpose,   and    there  seems  no  reason  wh\    tlie  same 
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should  not  1)C  done  now,  especially  in  the  case  of  an 
Honorar\'  nicmhcr.  This  Gen.  Benjamin  Lincoln 
seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  position  and  intiuence. 
It  was  further  \(>ted  ^*  that  Capts  Jjass.  lla\inan.  Lvde. 
Sohier  and  Welsh.  J^e  reconunended  to  the  Hon.  J. 
L;T")\vell  Escp-.  Jud<^'e  of  this  district  to  he  v^ur\eyors 
for  tlie  Port  of  l^oston.  tv:  recommend  tiiat  I2s  pr  da\- 
he  allowed  for  their  ser\  ices,  provided  it  does  not  exceed 
a  dav."  -V  Committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  ••}:)ro- 
\  ide  a  Dinner  for  Tuesdav  9th  inst.  and  to  in\  ite  three 
of  the  Clerg-y  to  dine  w  ith  the  Society  Rev.  Mr.  Everett, 
Mr.  West  cV'Mr.  Clark." 

Januar\  4tli.  1791.  *'  The  Committee  on  the  suhject  of 
the  Hospital  reported  a  petition   to  Coni4"ress  i\:  sundr\ 
letters   which   were   accepted   and   ordered   to   he  sent 
forward." 

February  ist.  1791.  it  was  \^()ted  Tliat  the  ICx):)ence 
of  the  E\  eninL;'  at  e\  er\-  meeting-  in  l^ehrw  Ma\  .  Au<;"st 
c\:  Xo\  r  shall  l)e  (lefra\'d  from  the  funds  of  the  Societv." 
iVuLj;ust  2d.  1791.  the  receipt  is  acknowledged  of  a 
Number  of  vScrmons  jneached  at  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
Johna.  (jardner,  fjom  tlie  Marine  Societ\  at  J^alem." 
\'ari()us  applications  appeal",  iVom  time  to  time.  tVom 
men  w  ishini^"  to  1  )e  a])pointed  Boston  ])il()ts.  v*^ome  are 
a])})ointe(h  and  others  dismissed  for  lack  of  suthcient 
kno\\le(lL:,"e. 

f\-bi-u;M\  Jlh.  1792.  \'oted  tliat  a  Conunitlee  be 
appoinli'd  to  wait  on  his  I'^xceUencN  the  (loxernor.  to 
re<juest  him  to  appl\  lo  Con;4rL'ss  that  a  Id^iit  House 
ma\  be  ihected  on  sonu-  pait  ol  Caj)e  Cod  iV  that  the 
Committee  be  ie(juested  to  L:"i\e  to  the  (io\ernoi-  thc-ii' 
reasons  in  \\  ritini;'  wli\  ;i  Ei^ht  llou^e  ^h(»nl(I  be-  Ihected 
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on  Cape  Cod."  At  this  meeting,  amended  By-LaN\s 
were  read  and  adopted.  In  general  tone  and  effect  the} 
differ  in  vSmall  degree  from  those  of  the  present  da\'.  A 
letter  was  received  from  the  Marine  Society  of  Salem, 
asking  the  co-operation  of  this  Societ}'  in  urging  Con- 
gress to  build  a  light-house  at  Cape  Cod,  to  which  reply 
was  given,  that  this  Society  had  already  taken  action 
in  that  direction,  asking  the  Govenor  to  press  the  matter 
upon  Congress  and  inviting  the  Society  of  Salem  to  join 
with  this,  if  they  approved  such  effort." 

April  3d,  1792,  "A  Qiiorum  not  being  present  and 
it  being  suggested  that  Mrs.  Knight  Relict  of  Thomas 
Knight  late  of  Boston  deceased,  wished  the  Interference 
of  the  Society  respecting  an  Execution  against  her  as 
Administratrix  on  the  Estate  of  said  Thomas  Knight,  by 
James  Prince  Administrator  on  the  Estate  of  Job  Prince 
deceased,  a  Debtor  to  this  Society,  it  was  Recommended 
that  Alexr  Hodgdon  &  Wm.  Scollay  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  confer  with  Mrs.  Knight,  and  Capt.  James  Prince 
on  the  Business,  &  report  at  the  next  meeting."  This 
shows  that  at  that  time  the  Society  aided  its  members 
and  their  families  in  other  wavs  than  by  pecuniar\- 
bounties.  At  the  May  meeting  the  Society  voted  to 
receive  the  assignment  of  this  debt  from  James  Prince, 
and  would  deduct  it  from  the  next  dividend  ordered 
by  the  Judge  of  Probate  to  be  paid  the  Societ}'  from  the 
Estate  he  represents." 

Capt.  Jona.  Foster  Williams,  presented  to  the  vSoci- 
ety  the  Result  of  simdry  Experiments  he  had  made,  to 
Extract  Fresh  Water  from  Salt,  with  a  plan  of  the  Appa- 
ratus made  use  of  b}-  him  for  the  same.  He  also  intro- 
duced the  N'arious  kinds  of  Waiter  tluis  Extracted  some 
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of  which  was  made  into  Punch  &  hiohh'  agreeable,  as 
respected  taste  and  smell,  beini^-  quite  pure.  It  was 
therefore  on  Motion  l^nanimousl\-  \^ote(l  That  the 
Thanks  of  the  Society  ])e  given  to  Johna.  Foster  \\  ilhams 
Esqr  for  liis  Communication  and  that  the  same  ]>e 
Printed  in  the  C()hnul)ian  Centinel  Massachusets  Mag- 
azine for  the  achantage  of  our  J^ea  faring  Brethren." 
The  difficulty  seems  t//e^/  to  ha\e  l)ecn.  that  of  fresh 
water  for  the  puncli.  nozc  it  is  tlie  other  essentials. 
Another  resohition  was  passed,  requesting  James  Prince 
to  let  up  on  his  demand  against  ?vlrs.  Knight,  and  otfer- 
ing  concessions  on  the  part  of  the  Societx .  as  to  his 
indebtedness,  if  he  did  so. 

August  7th,  1793,  On  the  Petition  of  Capt.  Jno. 
Blake  praying  Relief,  Voted  that  the  Committee  of 
Relief  be  empowered  to  procure  a  place  for  the  said  Jno. 
Blake  to  board  at,  the  expence  to  be  paid  b\  the  vSociet\ . 
pr()\  ided  it  is  agreeable  to  said  I>lake  or  relie\  e  him  in 
an\  other  wav  at  their  discretion."  \"()ted  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  Five  be  appointed  to  write  a  Letter  to  Secretary 
Hamilton,  rec^uesting  that  a  Buox  oi"  Buo\s  ma\  be 
placed  on  the  Harding  Rocks  c\:  elsew  hei  e.  as  the\  shall 
think  proper  and  report.'' 

On  the  1st  \()\Ombrr.  1792,  the  Societx  ap])ears  lo 
ha\e  had.  b\-  the  statements  of  .Mexaiulei-  llodgdon. 
Treasurer,  in  notes,  bonds,  and  securities  ot  \arious 
kinds.  v$7276.22.  and  a  tuHher  amount  in  older  securities. 
rej)resenting  I'jiS  7s  ()(\  sterling,  in  all.  about  $vSj^oo. 
estimating  the  pound  rougliK  at  li\e  dollars.  At  the 
meeting,  1st  |anuar\.  179,-;.  the  Seei-etar\  was  xoled 
*-T\\c'ut\  Dollars  in  addition  to  his  S;dar\  .  for  his 
e\tra(  )r(linar\  Ser\  ices  the  \v:\y  past." 
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At  the  February  meeting,  on  the  ''Petition  of  John 
Bhike  praying  Relief,  Voted  that  he  be  put  to  Board  in 
the  Country  as  conduciye  to  his  Comfort  as  well  as  the 
honor  of  this  Society,  upon  the  best  terms  the  Master 
can  obtain,  and  that  he  be  relieyed  with  Fifteen  Dol- 
lars." The  question  naturally  suggests  itself  here,  if 
similar  modes  of  procedure  may  not  occasionally  ]:>e 
judicious  and  humane  in  the  future?  "Further  experi- 
ments of  Capt.  Jno.  F.  Williams  respecting  the  extract- 
ing of  P'resh  Water  from  Salt"  —  and  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
with  punch  —  wxre  ordered  ''to  be  printed  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  for  the  greatest  public  advantage." 
May  7th,  1793.  "  Capt.  Kirkw^oods  Funeral  charges  & 
for  clothing  for  Capt.  Blake,"  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 
A  Capt.  Dayid  Brace  applies  for  relief,  and  is  answered, 
"  that  altho  they  feel  themselves  impelled  by  the  tender- 
est  feelings  of  humanity  to  grant  him  his  request,  find 
themselves  restrained  therefrom  by  the  regulations  of  the 
Society  not  permitting  the  relieving  any  person  that  is 
not  a  Member  thereof."  And  here  wx  find  the  imwel- 
come  suspicion  forcing  itself  upon  us,  that  our  elder 
brethren  did  not,  nautically  speaking,  always  ''  pay  and 
go,"  for  there  comes  before  us  "  the  petition  of  Mrs. 
Sparhaw^k  praying  payment  for  the  use  of  her  house  in 
the  year  1782,"  and  a  Committee  is  ordered  to  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  and  report  thereon. 

At  the  meeting  in  January,  1794^  On  the  petition  of 
Ann  Coppinger  praying  relief.  Voted  that  she  be 
relieved  with  Twenty  Dollars,  and  the  Clerk  be  directed 
to  inform  her  that  as  her  Husband  did  not  comply  witli 
the  Regulations  of  the  Society,  it  will  not  be  in  their 
power  to  grant  her  any  fiu'ther  Relief."     A  resolution 
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was  passed  to  notify  persons  holding  the  Money  of 
the  vSocietv  bv  Bond  and  Morti^'ai^'e  "  if  said  niorti>'a^^*es 
were  not  dischari^ed.  their  Hond  will  1k'  \)\\\.  in  v^uit 
immediately." 

Ma\' 6th.  1794.  at  the  launch  of  Grapes,  A  Lettei" 
communicated  to  the  vS()cict\'  Capt.  James  i^cott  tVom 
Henjn  Ilallowell  at  London  "  was  read.  *•  \\\\\\  a 
Bill  on  Moses  Gill  Escp-  for  his  Arrears  (hic  the  v'^ociety. 
considering-  himseU'  a  MemlK'r  tiU  the  Year  1776."  It 
seems  Ilallow  ell  joined  in  1749.  was  Master  in  1762.  hut 
apparenth'  sided  with  the  parent  countrx'  at  and  after 
the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

v^eptemher  2d.  1794.  Bunch  of  (irajDCs  Tavern.  Noted. 

That  the  president  is  desired  to  speak  to  Mr.  W'm. 
Furness  and  know  if  it  is  a<^-reeable  to  him  to  act  as 
vSecretary  to  the  vSociety."  \^)te(L  That  Capt.  Johna. 
Blakes  l)ill  for  l^oard  the  last  C>^uarter  l)e  paid — and 
also — I'en  1  )()llars  be  allow'd  him  for  Clothinu-  includ- 
ing what  he  has  reed  from  the  Master.*' 

November.  1794.  a  Committee  was  appointed,  "to 
make  sale  of  the  !^ociet\s  Lands  situated  in  Little  Cam- 
l)ri(lLj;e  and  pa\  the  net  proceeds  into  the  hands  ot  the 
Treasurer."  in  stocks  and  securities,  the  Society 
appears  to  ha\e  had  at  this  date.  $7994.04. 

October  6th.  179^.  a  rather  lengtlu'  proposal  tVom 
Capt.  InMij.  llomairs.  jr..  was  submitted,  that  each 
master,  in  acti\  e  ser\  ice.  should  donate  to  the  .Society 
w  hate\ei"  lettei'  mone\'  might  be  received  tVom  the  l*ost 
()nice.  the  ^ame  for  the  S()ciet\'s  benelit.  Capt.  lUaki'^ 
board  contiiHies  lo  hr  j)ai(l.  and  at  w  liat  are  st\led  the 
'•Ainnial  i'\'asts,"  no  moi-r  cKm'jx  nien  are  iiniu^l.  the 
clerical    inlhience    ^eemiii'.;'    to    wane   about    this  time. 
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January  5th,  1796,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
petition  Congress  once  more  for  a  light-house  on  Cape 
Cod,  and  to  ask  co-operation  of  the  Humane  Society  and 
the  Marine  Society  of  Salem. 

On  February  2d,  1796,  the  Committee  al30ve  referred 
to  reported  the  following  Memorial,  which  after  being 
read  was  •  unanimously  accepted  &  accordingly  Voted 
That  the  blaster  forward  the  same  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  may  be." 

To  the  Senate  and  to  the  Hoitse  of  Representatives  in 
Congress  assembled  at  Philadelphia  Febry  Jjg6: 

The  Boston  Marine  Society  beg  leave  most  respectfully 
to  represent.  That  the  frequent  shipwrecks  which  take 
place  on  Cape  Cod  within  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  renders  every  attempt  to  prevent  such 
melancholy  accidents  interesting  &  important.  The 
erection  of  a  Light  House  on  the  Highlands  of  that  Cape, 
is  ]Derhaps  the  only  measure  that  could  aid  the  Naviga- 
tor in  this  respect,  upon  that  dangerous  winter  Coast. 
Your  Memorialists  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
Congress,  as  the  protectors  of  the  Commerce,  and  Guar- 
dians of  the  Lives  of  the  Seamen  of  our  Common 
Country,  to  this  subject  &  to  sollicit,  in  behalf  of  our 
exposed  meritorious  Marine  Brethren,  that  an  Liquiry 
may  be  made  into  the  Expediency  of  the  Mission,  and 
if  found  necessary  that,  a  Light  House  may  be  erected 
on  the  high  Lands  of  Cape  Cod,  under  such  Regula- 
tions as  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  establish. 

By  order  on  behalf  of  the  Boston  Marine  vSocicty. 
(Signed.) 
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Aui^List  1796.  \l  C(3nccrt  Hall,  it  was  \otecl. 
"tliat  the  follow'inL;-  (jcntlcnicMi  be  a  Coniniittcc  to  confer 
with  tlie  Ch.aiiiher  of  Commerce  respecting-  the  pilots 
and  rate  of  })ilota^e  of  vessels  into  this  port,  and  said 
Committee  are  hcrebv  authorized  to  recommend  and 
a^'ree  to  any  re^adations  respectinii^  the  same,  which 
they  may  think  lit  c\:  beneficial."  Dommet,  (joodwin, 
vSniith,  Doane,  Macka\',  Committee.  This  is  the  tirst 
w  e  hear  ot  a  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  to  tJiis  date, 
the  matters  of  pilots  and  pilota^^e  seem  to  ha\e  rested 
wholly  in  this  Society. 

An  often  recurring*  suspension  of  the  rules,  in  order 
to  vote  in  members  at  the  time  of  their  proposal,  is 
noticeable  throug-hout  the  records  so  far.  Ca}:)t.  John 
Blake  is  still  boarded  and  otherwise  cared  for  b\-  the 
vSocietv.  Deceml:>er  6th,  1796,  at  Concert  Hall, — which 
b\'  the  way  stood  then,  accordini;'  to  Drake,  where  we 
can  all  remember  it  under  the  rule  of  Peter  B.  Brigham, 
as  stan(lin<i^  corner  of  Court  and  Hanover  streets. 
••Gen.  Lincoln  communicated  to  the  JSocietN'  the  doings 
of  Congress  respecting  a  Light  House  to  be  erected  (^n 
some  part  of  Cape  Cod,  that  he  was  desired  bv  the 
vSecretai'\-  of  vState  to  furnish  a  plan  and  j)()int  out  the  spot 
where  it  would  be  best  to  ])lace  it  and  that  he  should 
feel  himself  better  able  to  make  up  his  reports  b\  the 
ad\ice  and  assistance  of  the  (lentlemen  of  this  Societ\-. 
accordingly  the  business  was  considered  linalU  X'oted 
as  the  ()pini()n  of  this  Societv  that  one  liglit  would  be 
best  and  would  answer  eVer\-  purpose  pro\  ided  it  was 
so  constructed  as  to  l>e  seen  one  Minute  and  hid  from 
the  sight  the  next  miinite'  and  so  on  alternately,  also  that 
the  Li-ht  should  l>e  Lift\  feet  from  the  ground." 
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Genl  Lincoln  also  mentioned  the  necessity  of  Buoys 
being  placed  in  and  about  Boston  Harbour  and  that 
some  regular  and  better  mode  of  pilotage  should  l^e 
adopted"  —  meaning,  probably,  pilot  rules  or  regula- 
tions—  that  he  had  it  much  in  his  power  to  forward 
such  desirable  objects  provided  he  was  assisted  by  the 
Gentlm.  of  this  Society  in  making  such  communications 
as  would  point  out  the  manner  of  such  reforms." 
Therefore  it  was  voted,  that  Capts.  Mackay,  Williams, 
Magee,  Hopkins,  and  Dunn,  Be  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider of  the  above  matters  and  inform  themselves  of  ye 
probable  expence  of  the  Buoys,  where  it  would  be  best 
to  place  them  &  what  number  would  be  necessary  —  in 
what  form  they  should  be  made  &c,  and  report  as  soon 
as  possible.'^ 

The  General  Lincoln  so  often  referred  to  was  General 
Benjamin  Lincoln. 

At  the  meeting  of  February  7th,  1797,  held  at 
Concert  Hall,  we  find  the  following  record  of  Expences 
Pd  Jones  for  attendance  9s.  Pd  Vila  for  Punch*  &c  £1 
los."  Punch  being  always  spelled,  whenever  referred 
to,  with  a     big,  big"  P. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Society  was  called  March 
23d,  1797,  and  we  read,  ''The  business  of  the  evening 
w^as  opened  by  Capt.  Thomas  Dennie  the  Master,  who 
informed  the  Gentln  Present  that  the  Meeting  was  call'd 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  on  proper  persons  for 
Pilots  of  Boston  Harbour  to  be  recommended  by  this 
Society  to  the  Governor  &  Council  according  to  the 
New  Act  which  passed  the  last  session  of  the  Genl 
Court  respecting  pilots,  whereupon  an  extract  from  the 
Act  was  read  and  the  following  votes  passed  :  "  the 
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tbllowini^-  persons  are  suitable  for  inward  Pilots  of 
l]oston  Harbour"  Thomas  Knox,  Charles  Cole  &  Robert 
Knox,  and  for  outward  pilots,  l)cnjaniin  Smith.  Josiali 
x\vers,  Thomas  Bernard,  Nathaniel  B.  Lyde. 

A  Committee,  consisting  of  Dennie,  Knox,  Scott, 
Williams,  and  Dunn,  was  apj^ointed,  to  attend  Genl 
Lincoln  and  atforcl  their  ad\  ice  and  opinion  in  placing 
BuoNS  in  the  Harbour  of  Boston."    Thanks  were  voted 

to  Brother  Lincoln  for  his  attention  and  services." 
July  4th,  1797.  a  committee  of  Hve  was  appointed  '-'to 
advise  with  Genl  Lincoln  as  to  the  construction  c\:  make 
of  the  Buoys  etc  to  be  placed  in  cS:  about  our  Harbour." 
At  the  meeting  5th  September,  1797,  at  Concert  tiall, 

Genl  Lincoln  informed  the  Society,  that  the  Light 
House  On  Cape  Cod  was  to  be  distinguished  from  the 
flight  House  in  Boston,  hy  having  an  eclipser  regularly 
passing  round  it  so  as  to  exclude  the  light  from  the 
approaching  mariner.  He  asked  the  opinion  of  the 
Society  what  space  of  time  should  elapse  while  the 
eclipser  is  making  one  rexolution."  \"()ted  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  \()te  on  the  subject  passed  Deer  6th 
1796  and  \^ote(l  as  the  opinion  of  the  vSocietN"  that 
Kig'Jitv  sec'^)nls  \\  ill  be  a  propel'  space  of  time  tor  the 
eclipsei"  to  make  one  entii"e  re\ olution 

A  special  meeting  was  called  at  Concert  Hall.  JOth 
October,  1797,  when  it  was  xoted,  "That  a  Connnittee 
of  three  be  chosen  to  attend  w  ith  Capt.  J.  F.  W'illianrs 
in  tak'g  the  bearings  iV:  distances  tV^c.  ol*  Cape  .C( xl  Light 
agreeabk'  to  the  I'eijuest  of  (icnl  Lincoln  ))er  his  letter 
iSlh  inst."  Ciat't.  West,  and  Hills,  were  made  the 
Committee,  and  it  was  xoted.  ••  That  Capt.  Williams 
should  recjuest  C:ipt.  Thos  Ikirnard  —  a  Branch  pilot  ot 
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Boston  —  to  attend  with  the  above  Committee,  and  that 
he  be  compensated  by  the  Society  for  his  time  and 
services."  November  yth,  i797-  $66.70  was  voted  to 
pay  the  board  and  sundry  expenses  of  Capts.  I^hike  and 
Eaton.  It  was  also  \'oted,  That  a  Committee  of  Five 
be  chosen  to  correct  for  the  Press  &  pubHsh  the  Report 
respecting  the  bearings  distances  &c.  of  Cape  Cod 
Light."  ^*  A  public  dinner"  was  voted,  and  that  the 
report  on  Cape  Cod  Light  —  after  l)eing  corrected 
and  printed- — be  recorded  by  the  Sectry  in  this  book." 
On  the  2d  January,  179S,  it  was  ''Voted  That  the 
compensation  to  Capt.  Thos  Barnard  for  his  time  and 
attendance  with  the  Committee  in  tak'g  the  bearings  & 
distances  of  Cape  Co^  Light  be  paid  him,  Amtg  to 
Twenty  dollars."  It  was  further  voted,  ''  That  the 
Directions  for  sailing  by  Cape  Cod  Light  House 
approved  by  this  Society  at  their  meeting  7th  Novr  last, 
and  which  are  as  follows  *  *  *  Be  printed  at  the  Soci- 
etys  Expense  and  a  number  be  left  at  the  Custom  House 
to  be  delivered  Gratis  to  every  Master  of  Vessel  wdiether 
of  this 'Association  or  not  —  who  may  w^ish  for  one,  and 
the  Secrty  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  charges  of 
the  same."  Here  follows  nearly  three  close -written 
pages  of  sailing  directions  for  passing  Cape  Cod,  and 
the  safe  navigation  of  Boston  and  Cape  Cod  bays. 

One  cannot  but  be  impressed  by  the  liberality  and 
generosity  that  characterized  the  Society  in  these  early 
days  of  its  struggle  for  existence.  The  accounts  are 
kept  mainly  in  sterling,  tJiough  L^nited  States  currency 
—  dollars  and  cents  —  is  often  given  and  quoted.  On 
Febriiar}'  6tli,  179S,  there  is  entered  under  the  item  of 
"  Expences,"      Pd  Vila"  —  the  landlord  of  Concert 
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Hall  —  --for  Room.  Candles  &  Fire  3  Meetings  &  for 
Piinch  this  Mccti;-  $11.01  — £3  6s  od  "  so  that  rouodily 
rendered,  it  would  read  thus:  room,  candles,  and  tire, 
three  meeting's,  $^.:;o:  Punch,  one  meeting",  $11.  which 
shows  their  high  appreciation  of  the  essentials  for  good 
fellowshij). 

A  petition  from  Capt.  L\(le  for  relief,  being  read, 
it  was  voted,  that  he  be  further  relieved  with  the 
sum  of  Forty  dollars"  and  a  Committee  of  three  was 
appointed  to  look  into  his  case.  and  to  ad\  ise  him 
to  such  measures  as  ma\'  tend  to  the  Honor  of  this 
Society." 

A  letter  from  Capt.  \Vm.  Coombs  was  read.  •*  recom- 
mending   a   Chart    of    vSt    Georges    Hanks    «S:c,"  and 

another  Letter  from  Edmund  M.  Blunt  the  publisher 
of  said  Chart,  with  his  propositions,"  so  a  committee  ot 
fi\'e  was  appointed  to  examine  the  same  and  report 
next  meeting." 

It  was  voted.  That  the  balance  which  ma\  appear 
to  be  due  Mr.  James  \"ila  for  tlie  ^Vnnual  Feast  of  \o\  r 
1796,  be  paid  him  from  the  stock  of  this  Societw" 

Voted,  likewise,  ^-That  a  Committee  o'i  Five  from 
this  vSocietx  be  chose  to  draft  a  petition  to  our  Federal 
( jo\ei  imient  to  appoint  a  competent  peison  or  jicrsons 
to  sur\e\'  the  vSua  Coast.  Shoals  iS:  Soundings  the 
Fnited  States  for  the  general  benelit  of  \a\  igation  iS: 
Interest  of  the  Commercial  world,  at  such  time  as  ma\ 
apjK'ar  proj^er  for  j)ursuing  such  a  plan."  It  was  like- 
wise \oted.  t>)  ask  the  co-operation  "of  the  dilfeient 
Marine  Societies  in  the  United  States  towarils  this  eud." 
At  the  next  meetiu'4'.  howe\er.  on  March  ^>th.  it  was 
voteiL  lhat  the   abosi-  Couuniltee  "are  hereb\  directed 
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to  suspend  all  proceedings  till  further  orders  of  the 
Society."  Then,  the  ''Committee  appointed  last  meeting 
to  examine  Mr.  Edmund  Blunts  chart  of  Georges  Bank 
and  Nantucket  Shoals,  having  attentively  perused  and 
compared  said  Chart  with  the  former  Charts  and  having 
taken  the  best  information  and  advice  thereon,  as  well 
from  their  own  individual  experience  do  hereby  make 
the  following  Report  upon  Mr.  Blunts  Chart,  Viz  : 

"  I  St,  That  Mr.  Blunt  offers  no  proof  of  any  actual 
observations  upon  Georges  Bank  and  that  if  copied  from 
any  former  Charts,  it  must  be  subject  to  their  Errors. 

'^3nd,  That  as  the  authority  of  Mr.  Blunts  Chart 
api^cars  to  be  founded  upon  an  actual  survey  of  Mr. 
Paul  Pinkham,  &  he  Ras  given  Mr.  Pinkham  the  credit 
of  having  made  such  a  survey,  there  is  no  proof  to 
satisfy  us  that  Mr.  Pinkham  has  ever  made  a  survey  of 
Georges  Bank,  as  mentioned  in  Mr.  Blunts  address  to 
the  Public  annexed  to  his  Chart. 

"3d,  That  it  is  necessary  to  fix  the  certain  situation 
of  the  Shoalest  part  of  Georges  Bank  and  the  exact 
soundings  round  it  within  the  limits  of  Shoal  water, 
the  effect  of  the  tides,  and  the  shifting  of  the  shoal.  If 
shifting  or  stationary. 

"4th,  That  no  person  in  surveying  said  13ank  or  in 
making  an}^  actual  observations  upon  it,  would  omit  to 
notice  the  quality  of  the  ground  at  each  sounding,  and 
that  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  a  Chart  for  the  govern- 
ing of  Mariners  aright  to  fix  the  boundaries  &  extent  of 
the  l^ank,  the  first  soundings  in  coming  on  and  going 
off,  and  the  nature  of  adjacent  soundings,  and  that  the 
south  Channel  lying  between  Nantucket  and  Georges 
and  as  far  as  it  extends  Soutliwrd  is  known  to  have  a 
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l)Ott()ni  peculiar  to  itself  and  ditVerent  from  that  of  the 
Hanks  on  either  side. 

••  ^th.  That  Mr.  IMunt  appears  to  ha\e  \aried  cv: 
omitted  some  })arts  of  Paul  Pinkhams  Chart  of  Nan- 
tucket <S:  the  vShoals  and  that  Mr.  Pinkhams  Chart  has 
been  i^'eneralU'  ap[)ro\ed  of  as  far  as  it  extends. 

••6th,  That  ^Nlr.  Plunt  in  his  Chart  of  Cape  Cod  luis 
\'aried  the  actual  form  of  said  Cape,  ascertained  l)v  a 
late  sur\e\-  under  the  direction  of  the  Boston  Marine 
Society,  and  that  consistently  with  our  Dut\'  to  our 
Brethren  Mariners  as  well  as  to  mankind  in  <j^cneral.  we 
cannot  recommend  a  Chart  which  appears  deficient  in 
an\'  part  and  which  may  expose  their  Li\'es  c\:  propert\' 
from  the  Errors  of  a  Chart  not  drawn  from  actual  sur- 
\'ey."  vSi<rned  1)\'  Williams.  Ilomans.  Hopkins,  Prince, 
and  I'^letcher.  Committee.  This  report  was  acce}:)ted, 
and  it  was  \oted.  ••  That  a  Cop\'  he  forwarded  to  the 
President  ot'  the  Marine  SocietN'  at  Xewhurx  port,"  and 
'•  further  proceeding's  suspended  till  the  next  (Quarterly 
Meeting-." 

A  committee  oi'  h\  e  was  appointed  to  leceix  e  com- 
plaints '•in  writing"  ol"  neii^lect  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
an\  ])ilots.  laN  iuLi;  the  same  before  the  v'^ocietx-  for  action, 
and  this  Committee  were  instructed  to  report  *•  those 
resolutions  which  in  their  ()j)lnion  w  ill  render  the  pilot- 
ing" in  and  out  ot  tins  llarbour.  more  sale  and  interest- 
ing" to  the  Tiade  and  to  the  pilots  themseKes." 

Ma\  isi,  I7(;S.  \\;is  paid  *'  \'ila  lor  J\oom  Candles 
three  l'>\eniu^"s  to  this  Mret'^  iuclusiw  \  lor  Punch  tliis 
IC\c'iunLi,  ill  Js  od."  There  sri-ms  no  loom  to  doubt 
but  our  worthv  bathers  attcndrd  stiietK  to  their 
l)Usiiuss,  and  thrir  punch. 
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At  this  meeting,  ''the  Secty  was  Empowered  to 
have  200  copies  of  the  By  Laws "  printed,  and  the 
following  Note  inserted.  "  Note,  The  meml:)ers  of 
the  Society  are  herel^y  reminded  that  for  all  Sea 
Letters  which  they  may  deliver  at  the  Post  Office, 
The  post  Alaster  instead  of  the  mone}^  will  gi\'e  a 
Receipt  for  the  same  to  be  accountable  for  the  Amount 
to  the  vSecretary  of  this  Society,  which  Receipt  they 
must  lodcfe  with  the  Sectv  for  collection,  it  bein^-  a 
Voluntary  &  free  donation  of  the  Brethren  to  the  Funds 
of  this  Institution." 

August  7th,  1798,  "Punch  this  Evng."  Room, 
candles,  and  attendance,  iC3  9s. 

On  the  4th  September,  1798,  "  A  petition  signed  by 
forty  persons  Lihabts  of  Provincetowm  recommending  a 
Mr.  Geo.  Nicholson  as  pilot  from  Cape  Cod  Harbour 
to  Boston  Light,  vSalem,  Cape  Ann  &  Newbury  bar  and 
to  Plymouth  being  read.  Thereupon  Voted  That  the 
Secry  inform  Mr.  Daniel  Sargent  who  handed  the 
petition  —  that  the  regular  Channel  for  such  an  applica- 
tion is  first  to  the  Govr  and  Council." 

Voted,  "  That  the  Society  address  the  President  of 
the  United  vStates  on  the  present  important  state  of  the 
political  affairs  of  this  Country."  Voted,  that  '^  Wm. 
Tudor  Esqr,  Simon  Elliott  Esqr,  &  Capt.  Thos  Dennie 
be  a  Committee  to  draft  an  address  for  the  above 
purpose." 

The  vSociety  was  evidentlv  not  so  fearful  of  j^olitics  in 
those  days  as  it  has  since  become. 

''The  Committee  retired  from  the  room  and  about 
half  an  hour  afterwards  return'd  with  the  following 
address 
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To  the  President  of  tlie  Ihiited  States  of  America : 

Tlie  respectful  address  of  the  Boston  Marine  Societ\- 
in  the  vState  of  Massachusetts. 

vSiK  :  —  At  a  time  when  the  existence  of  our  indepen- 
dence Is  struck  at:  the  vSovereign  rights  of  our  C()untr\- 
viohited,  l)y  the  ret\isal  to  receive  our  ^\ni])assad()rs, 
specially  commissioned  as  the  ministers  of  explanation 
and  concord  ;  and  this  hauij^htv  and  hostile  aspect, 
accompanied  with  the  most  indiscriminate  spoliations 
on  our  Commerce,  ^^rounded  on  the  false,  contemptuous 
opinion,  that  we  are  a  mercenary,  defenceless  and 
dixided  people,  it  sureh  becomes  the  dut\'  of  e\'er\- 
Citizen,  and  incorporated  bodies  in  particuhir.  pul)lickly 
to  express  sentiments,  which,  may  con\  ince  the  world 
as  well  as  the  French  nation,  that  thc\  iiuh^nantly  feel, 
dare  resent  and  h()}:)e  to  a\eni^"e,  the  injured  and  insulted 
character  of  our  common  C()untr\". 

Althou<i^h  it  is  not  for  nations  to  command  they 
certainly  \w<\\  deser\  e  success.  The  .\rms  of  our  country 
haye  too  recently  with  elVect  resisted  the  claims  of  the 
first  maritime  power  llie  earth  e\er  knew,  for  lier  l^ons 
to  now  meanh  croucli  to  the  insatiable  cupidity  and 
distant  domination  of  an  insolent  and  inferior  foe. 

When  friendshij:)  becomes  insult,  or  is  j)ermitte(l  only 
on  exclusiye  terms,  dictated  and  im])osed  b\  a  corrupted 
and  corruptiuL^-  t;-oMa-ument .  it  is  time  to  shake  olf  such 
a  debasiuL!,"  soke.  iR'ttei"  at  once  to  eonnnence  generous 
enemies  than  maintain  a  deCL'ptixe  and  precarious  con- 
iK'Ction  w  itii  such  insidious  trieihU. 

Ilad  tile  brench  people  contined  theii"  ellorN  lo  the 
annihilation  of  their  monaicln  and  all  its  e<>llateral 
j)rops,  and  to  the  erection  ot  an\  other  .s\  stian  ol  rule. 


Records  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society.  53 


the  business  and  its  local  consequences  ought  to  have 
been  left  to  themselves  ;  But  when  we  find  this  nation, 
after  having  completely  attained  the  professed  object  of 
their  warfare,  with  sa\'age  hostility  in  many  instances, 
and  in  others,  artfully  aiming  at  the  utter  subversion 
of  the  political,  religious  and  social  institutions  of  all 
governments,  which  time,  experience,  and  even  freedom, 
have  sanctioned,  tliey  become  the  enemies  of  all  man- 
kind, and  ought  to  be  opposed  by  every  country,  that 
has  any  pretensions  to  Principle,  Spirit  or  Patriotism. 

These  Sir  are  our  sentiments,  and  we  trust  they 
actuate,  and  glow,  in  the  breasts,  and  if  necessary  will 
nerve  the  arm,  of  the  great  mass  of  the  free  and 
enlightened  citizens  that  compose  the  American  nation  ; 
and  who  must  rejoice  that  their  beloved  Washington 
has  been  succeeded  by  a  man  who  treads  w^ith  equal 
step,  the  honest,  plain  and  strait  road,  so  strictly 
followed  by  that  w^ise  and  able  Statesman. 

Extensive  as  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
has  become  under  a  popular  government,  wisely  admin- 
istered, and  distant  as  our  shores  lie  from  the  European 
Continent,  wooden  walls,  are  confessedlv  our  best 
defence.  You  Sir  appear  early  and  justly  to  have 
appreciated  this  system  of  protection.  Many  of  this 
Society  have  l)een  engaged  in  maritime  warfore  ;  and 
when  their  country  again  calls  they  trust  under  your 
pilotage,  they  shall  not  be  found  wanting. 

A  life  like  ^'ours,  so  long  successfulU'  emplo}'ed  in 
public  energy  and  patriotic  efibrt,  has  now  become  an 
important  object  of  preservation.  Alav  Heaven  preserve 
it  with  invigorated  healtli,  and  ii  kind  Providence  enable 
you  to  augment  your  well  founded  claims  to  national 
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gratitLulc.  a  faithful,  tirm  discharii^e  of  the  numerous 
duties  and  momentous  services  committed  to  xou  by  tlie 
constitution  and  councils  of  our  Countrv.  and  in  which 
Euro}:)e  and  the  world  ma\-  eventualh'  he  so  much 
interested. 

By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  J)()Ston  ^hirine  Societv. 

(vSi^-ned)     Thomas  1)i<:.\nik.  Piesitlent. 
(Signed)     W^m.    FruxKss,  Sectrv. 

Wdiich  l)eing  read  to  the  wSocietv  (hy  Judge  I'udor) 
it  was  thereupon  xoted  That  the  said  address  he  again 
read  Paragraph  In'  j^aragraph.  which  after  ha\  ing  gone 
through  was  l^v  a  Unanfmous  Vote  accepted."  *'\'()ted 
that  a  Committee  of  seven  l)e  chose  to  i^resent  the 
address  to  the  President  of  the  United  v^tates.  and  that 
it  be  signed  as  al)o\e.  b\-  the  Presdt  of  this  v^ociety 
attested  In  the  Sect\  --X^Ued  Idiat  Capt.  Thomas 
Dennie,  Capt.  Xathl  (ioodw  in.  \\\w.  Tudor  Es([r.  Capt. 
James  Scott,  Caj)l.  Xathl  TInving.  (ieid  v^inion  Plliot 
and  Capt.  ^Mungo  Mac]<a\ .  be  the  Committee." 

P'ridav  vSe])t.  7th.  12  o'clock.  The  Connnittee 
waited  on  the  President  of  the  I'nitcd  !^lates  at  his  v^eat 
in  (^uinc\  .  w  ith  the  address  which  was  delix  ered  to  him 
by  Capt.  T.  Dennie  and  the  following  recei\ed  h)r 
An  sice  r^ 

70  ///('  lioston  Marif/e  Society: 

( i  i-:\'I'li;m  I-. \  :  I  thank  \  (»n  tor  this  respectt'ul  address. 
The  exislenee  of  the  independence  of  an\  nation,  can- 
uot  be  more  grossb  attacked,  the  so\erign  rights  of  a 
countrx   cannot  be  more  olVensiNeb   \iolated.  than  b\  a 
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refusal  to  receive  Ambassadors  sent  as  Ministers  of 
explanation  and  concord; — especially  if  such  refusal  is 
accompanied,  with  public  and  notorious  circumstances 
of  deliberate  indignity,  insult  and  contempt.  Indiscrim- 
inate despoliations  on  our  commerce,  grounded  on  the 
contemptuous  opinion  that  we  are  a  divided,  defenceless 
and  mercenary  people,  are  not  so  egregious  and  aggra- 
vated a  provocation  offered  to  the  face  of  a  whole  nation 
as  the  former.  I  rejoice  that  you  indignantly  feel,  that 
you  dare  resent,  and  that  you  hope  to  vindicate,  the 
injured  and  insulted  character  of  our  common  country. 
When  Friendship  becomes  insult,  or  is  permitted  only 
on  terms  dictated  and  imposed,  it  becomes  an  intolerable 
yoke  and  it  is  time  to  shake  it  off.  Better  at  once  to 
become  generous  enemies  than  maintain  a  delusive 
and  precarious  connection  with  such  insidious  friends. 
Whatever  j^retext  the  French  people,  or  a  French  Prince 
of  the  blood  with  his  train,  or  a  combination  of  families 
of  the  first  quality,  with  officers  of  the  Army  had  for 
their  efforts  for  the  annihilation  of  the  monarchy  ;  We 
certainly,  far  from  being  under  any  obligation,  had  no 
right  or  excuse  to  interfere  for  their  assistance.  If  by 
collateral  props  of  the  monarchy  you  mean  the  nobility 
and  the  Clergy,  what  has  followed  the  annihilation  of 
them?  All  their  revenues  have  been  seized  and  appro- 
priated by  another  prop  of  the  old  monarchy  the  Army  ; 
and  the  nation  has  become  as  all  other  nations  of  Europe 
are  becoming  if  French  principles  and  systems  prevail, 
a  congregation  of  Soldiers  and  Corps.  The  French 
Revolution  has  ever  been  incomprehensible  to  me  ;  the 
substance  of  all  that  T  can  understand  of  it,  is,  that  one 
of  the  pillars  of  the  ancient  monarchy,  that  is  the  Army, 
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has  fallen  u])()n  the  other  two  the  \ol)ilit\-  and  Clei\i^v. 
l)roken  them  hoth  down,  the  huildini^-  has  fallen  of 
course,  and  this  })illar  is  now  the  w  hole  ediHce.  The 
\lilitar\-  vScrpent  has  swallowed  that  of  Aaron  and  all 
the  rest.  If  the  example  should  he  followed  throuL^h 
Kurope.  when  the  Olljcers  of  the  armies  hec^in  to  c}uarrel 
with  one  another.  ii\'e  hundred  years  more  of  ]>arons 
Wars  mav  succeed. 

If  the  French  therefore,  will  become  the  Enemies 
of  all  mankind  bv  forcing  all  nations  to  follow  their 
example,  in  the  subversion  of  all  the  Political,  Religious 
and  social  institutions  which  time.  Experience  and 
Freedom  ha\'e  sanctioned,  the\-  ought  to  be  opposed  by 
ever\'  CouiUin'  that  has  an}'  })retensions  to  principle. 
Spirit  or  Patriotism. 

Floating  batteries  and  wooden  walls  ha\  e  been  mv 
fa\'()rite  vS\stem  of  warfare  and  defense  for  this  Countrw 
for  three  and  twentv  \ears.  1  ha\e  had  \er\-  little 
success  in  making  proselytes.  .Vt  tlu'  pres^Mit  moment 
however.  Americans  in  general.  Cultivators  as  well  as 
merchants  and  marmers,  begin  to  look  to  that  source  of 
security  and  protection,  and  your  assistance  will  have 
great  inthience  and  ellect  in  extending  the  opinion  in 
theor\  and  in  inli-oducing  and  establishing  the  practice. 

\'our  kind  w  ishes  for  m\  life  and  Health  demand  mv 
most  res])ecthd  and  atVectionate  gratitude,  and  the  i-eturn 
of  m\"  sincere  |n"a\ers  toi"  the  health  and  happiness  of 
the  Mai  ine  Societ\  at  l)Oston.  as  \\\.'\\  :is  lor  the  si'curit\' 
and  prospcrit\'  of  the  Milit;M\  and  L'onuueicia  1  Maiine 
of  the  I  nited  Slalc^.  in  w  Iiich  xours  is  included. 

(Signed)    John  Adam^. 

(^uiiKW.  Scptemhei'  7th.  1  7()S. 
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At  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Concert  Hall,  6th  Novem- 
ber, 1798,  sundry  reliefs  were  voted,  and  ''Fifty-two 
dollars  to  pay  Capt.  Blakes  bill,  l)oard  at  Air.  Eatons, 
also  Voted  to  furnish  Capt.  Blake  with  a  comfortable 
suit  of  Clothes,  and  good  warm  great  Coat  at  the 
Societys  expense."  Officers  were  chosen  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  the  accounts  audited,  and  it  was  Voted 
that  all  Applications  for  Relief  be  presented  to  the 
Master  at  least  Ten  days  before  the  meeting,  and  that 
he  hand  the  same  to  the  Committee  of  Relief,  in 
order  that  they  may  enquire  into  the  particular  situa- 
tion of  the  applicant  and  make  report  on  each  petition 
at  the  next  meeting." 

The  Society  seems  always  to  have  been  very  liberal; 
it  seems  likewise  to  have  looked  closely  as  to  the  neces- 
sities of  those  seeking  aid. 

January  ist,  1799,  petition  from  Mr.  Cole  (Branch 
Pilot)  being  read"  a  committee  was  then  appointed  ''  to 
wait  on  Genl  Lincoln,  and  request  of  him  that  Air.  Cole 
may  be  accommodated  with  a  room  at  the  Light  House 
and  use  of  the  Wharf  —  agreeable  to  his  Petition  — 
which  this  Society  conceive  will  be  a  Benefit  to  the 
navigation  of  Boston." 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  whether  the 
Pilots  recommended  by  this  Society,  have  complied 
with  the  Act  made  by  the  Genl  Court  for  regulating 
pilotage,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting." 

Voted,  '' That  the  V^ote  passed  last  November  meet- 
ing respecting  petitions  for  Relief,  be  published  by  the 
Secrty  in  the  Centinel,  Alercury  and  price  Current." 

Voted,  That  the  Petition  handed  in  this  Eveng  from 
the  Vinevard  pilots  be  returned  to  tliem.  <.K:  they  informed 
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that  the  Socictv  consider  it  as  a  sul)ject  of  too  ^i^'cneral  a 
nature  tor  them  to  act  u})on." 

February  ^th.  1799^  a  Committee  was  appointed,  in 
conse(iuence  of  comphiints  made  as  to  neti^lect  of  j^ilots, 
••  to  recei\'e  in  writiuL^,  comphunt.s  if  any  shall  exist 
a'j;ainst  the  Pilots  for  the  Harbour  of  l^oston." 

••  Capt.  John  F.  W^illiams  })resented  —  by  the  hands 
of  the  vSectr\-  —  one  of  his  drafts  of  Cape  Cod  and 
Harbor  to  the  vSociet}-  hopin<i;  it  would  meet  their 
approbation.  "  It  was  accepted,  and  he  was  voted 
thanks,  for  his  exertions  and  accurac\  in  executing  it 
and  for  his  iKUulsome  and  marked  attention  to  this 
Society  in  the  Dedication." 

Then  comes  the  followin:.;'  \ote,  which  shows  that 
irony  and  sarcasm  were  fullv  understood  by  our  elder 
bi-ethren.  •*  That  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Society 
tVom  the  recpts  of  the  vSectrv,  that  the  i^roptn  of  monies 
receixed  for  Fettei"s  in  consecjuence  of  tlie  liberal  propo- 
sitions of  sundrex-  members,  throw  s  a  fai-  ^-reater  pro])or- 
tion  on  Capt.  Stephen  1).  'I'urnci"  tiian  an\'  other 
member,  it  appeai'in^-  that  the  whole  sum  recei\ed 
amounts  onl\'  to  v^^j.io,  and  that  Capt.  Tuiner  has 
caused  to  be  j:)ai(l  of  this  sum  ^f^^o.-jS.  the  vSocietN'  think 
it  incumbent  cju  them  after  returning*  their  sincere 
Thanks  to  tlieir  l)rethren  in  i;eneral,  who  liaxe  come 
lorwai'd  ill  this  business,  to  decline  the  further  accept- 
ance oi'  theii'  liberalit\  in  this  lespect,  and  the\  are 
dischar'Lj.ed  acc(  )r(hn^"l  v." 

Au'_;iist  f)lh,  ij^j^.  a  petition  was  recei\(."d  iVom 
Capt.  Silas  I  )aL;'_;et ,  asking"  the  Societx  s  reconunenda- 
tion  as  keepei"  ot'  a  1  i;4ht-h<  )us(.',  to  be  erected  at  (ia\ 
1  lead  :  it  was  xotcd  ti>  reconnniaid  him.  **  should  \w  lind 
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it  for  his  interest  to  surrender  his  other  objects  of 
business  to  this  alone,"  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  merits  of  an  improved  hmip  for 
Light  Houses,"  shown  by  a  Mr.  Cannington. 

October  ist,  1799,  "  Voted  That  the  Presideiit  of  this 
Society  make  application  to  his  Honor  the  Govenr  & 
Commander  in  Chief  of  this  Commonwealth,  h\  letter, 
agreeable  to  the  one  presented  &*read  this  Evening  by 
Genl  Lincoln,  for  the  removal  of  the  Barn  on  Straw- 
berry Hill  (see  letter  on  file)." 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  5th  November,  the  usual 
moneys  were  voted  to  the  needy,  officers  chosen,  and 
accounts  audited.  A  public  dinner  for  that  day  wxek 
was  decided  on,  and  voted  that  "Mr.  Donham  the  man 
who  distributes  the  notificns  and  attends  the  meetings  of 
the  Society,  be  paid  twelve  shillings  for  this  Eveng 
service  —  and  all  future  meetings  of  the  Society  at 
which  he  may  attend." 

January  7th,  1800,  at  Concert  Hall.  The  Committee 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  Mr.  Cannington's 
improved  lamps  for  light-houses,  reported  favorably. 
A  light  w\as  exhibited  from  "  the  Cupola  on  the  Top  of 
the  new  State  House,"  and  part  of  the  Committee  on 
board  the  Revenue  Cutter  nearly  in  the  Centre 
between  the  State  House  and  the  light  from  Boston 
Light  House,  decided  that  the  powder  and  glare  of  the 
liglit  far  exceeded  the  light  from  the  Boston  light 
house." 

At  this  meeting  is  found  the  follow^ing  resolution, 
"  That  the  Marine  Society  of  Boston  representing  the 
Maritime  interests  of  tlie  Metropolis,  will  join  on 
Thursdav  next  to  pav  their  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
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memorN'  of  the  late  illustrious  politieal  Father  Genrl 
Georg'e  WashinL^ton.  and  that  the  President  and  \^ice 
president  inform  the  Committee  of  ArranL^ements  of 
this  resoKe.  and  recjuest  that  a  ])lace  ma\'  l)e  assio-ncd 
them  in  the  proeession.  and  that  the  president  direct  the 
vSecr\'  in  case  a  place  is  so  assigned,  to  notit'x  tlie 
mem.bers  to-morrow  afternoon." 

.  ^*  ^^)ted.  as  a  l]adg"e  of  mourning-,  that  the  meml)ers 
wear  on  the  left  arm.  above  the  IClhow.  a  piece  of  l)lack 
crape  four  inches  wide,  with  an  anchor  on  the  same  two 
iiiciics  lon^-.  of  white  silk,  until  the  22(1  Februarv  next." 

Fcbruar}-  4th.  1800.  on  motion  of  Capt.  James  Prince, 
it  was  Voted  th.at  a  special  meetiui^-  be  called  next 
r^ridax'  ]C\  en^'.  to  know  the  opinion  of  this  Societx'  :  if 
the\'  will  e\})ress  in  a  maimer  more  than  the\'  alreadx' 
ha\e  done  any  })ublic  testimonials  to  the  memory  of  our 
belo\  ed  \\'ashin^-ton." 

\\.  this  Special  Meeting;"  of  l\^brnar\-  7th.  there  was 
a  lari:;-e  attendance,  but  the  record  is  incomplete.  It  was 
Noted  ••That  the  business  for  which  this  meeting"  was 
called,  subside."  That  brings  us  to  the  bottom  of  the 
page.  e\en  the  last  word  unhnislied.  and  turning  o\er 
the  leaf,  w  e  find  the  I'ecord  of  March  .}th.  so  w  c  shall 
probabl\-  ne\ei"  know  what  was  d(»ne  or  omitted  at  that 
meet  ing. 

lul\  ist.  iSoc).  a  select  connnittee  of  ti\e  membL'rs 
wa^  apj)ointe(l  to  "call  the  inward  branch  pilots  bc'tore 
them  l(»r  examination  ies})ccting  their  dut\ — agreeable  to 
the  late  Law  of  this  State — and  the\  arr  hi'ieb\  author- 
ized to  consult  an  Attoiiu'N  on  the  subject."  also  to 
••take  into  consideration  the  ])r(»priet\  of  pa\ ing  extra 
pilotage  on  X'essrls  l  iding  (Quarantine  auil  aic  desired 
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to  report  in  full  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting."  The 
whole  matter  of  pilotage  seems  to  have  been  virtually 
in  the  hands  of  the  Society. 

At  the  meeting  of  4th  November,  iSoo,  we  find,  ''as 
the  opinion  of  this  Society  Mr.  Lemuel  Ayers,"  whom 
many  of  us  remember,  '^is  a  suitable  and  capable 
person  for  an  outward  pilot  for  the  Harbour  of  Boston." 
"A  memorial  from  Mr.  J.  Churchman  (respecting  a 
new  Edition  with  improvements,  of  a  Book  published 
by  him  entitled  the  Magnetic  Atlas,  or  variation  charts 
of  the  whole  terraqueous  Globe,  designed  to  show  the 
magnetic  variation  for  any  part  thereof  for  the  present 
time)  being  read  to  the  Society,  Voted,  that  Capts. 
Scott,  Roberts,  Dennie  &  Genl  Lincoln  be  a  Committee, 
to  whom  the  above  is  referred,  and  they  are  requested 
to  ask  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Webber  of  Cambridge  in 
their  examinations,  and  report  as  soon  as  is  convenient." 

The  3nd  December,  1800,  at  Concert  Hall,  a  Mr. 
Wm.  Paine  requesting  by  letter  ''to  be  no  longer  con- 
sidered a  member,"  voted,"  "that  his  request  be  granted." 

"  Voted,  That  the  Master  direct  the  Treasurer  by  an 
order  to  pay  the  Committee  who  provided  the  last 
annual  Feast  the  Sum  of  Twenty  five  dollars,  the  same 
being  for  the  Club  of  eight  persons  invited  by  the 
Society  at  their  said  dinner." 

January  6th,  iSoi,  "The  Committee  apjDointed  at  the 
meeting  in  November  to  examine  the  merits  of  a 
niemorial  present  to  ^he  Societ}'  by  IMr.  J.  Churcliman, 
respecting  the  variation  of  the  Magnetic  needle  and  a 
method  of  ascertaining  the  true  Longitude  at  Sea,  Have 
taken  the  matter  into  consideration  and  with  the  best 
advice  they  can  get,  find  it  a  work  of  great  merit,  the 
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utilit\'  of  w  hich  must  dcpeiul  on  actual  observation  and 
experience.  The  vSocietv  wishing  to  encourai^e  as  much 
as  in  their  pow  er  ever\-  improvement  in  na\  illation  that 
can  (hrect  the  mariner  in  his  course  and  promote  his 
satet\  .  would  recommend  to  their  brethren  to  tr\'  Mr. 
C'hurclunan's  method  and  at  the  e\})iration  of  their 
^'o^■ai;"es  conmuuncate  tiie  result  and  success  of  their 
obserx  ations.""  A  communication  "from  Capt.  Moses 
Barnard,  respecting-  a  Rock  which  he  had  observed  on 
Ids  last  \  ()\a<4"e  to  India."  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
with  instructions  to  report. 

I'"ebruar\-  3d.  iSoi.  the  Committee  "reported  as  on 
tile."  It  was  "X'oted  to  accept  tiieir  report  antl  the 
Comnuttee  are  hereb\  directed  to  publish  in  the  Public 
newspapers  as  much  of  sd  as  the\'  shall  think  proper 
and  usefull  to  our  seafaring-  Hrethren."  Committee 
\\as  ap})ointed  to  look  into  certain  claims  to  land  in 
I'^raminL;-ham  mort^-a<4"ed  to  the  vSocietN  .  etc. 

••Ca[)t.  John  Choate  (b\  Mi".  W'm.  Walter)  presents 
his  respects  and  recjuests  the  Societxs  acce})tance  ot  a 
Pair  of  Pitchers,  he  had  made  in  Li\ei'j)ool  for  their 
use  cV  with  the  apj)ro})riate  IkkI^cn  of  the  time  they 
were  made."  •*  \'oted  That  the  Society  acce})t  of  the 
Pitchei-s  pi-esented  b\  their  worthy  Protiier.  and  retm-n 
him  w  ith  sent i ments  ol'  1  i\ ely  pleasure  their  thanks  tor 
the  same.  iV  that  the  Secr\  furidsli  him  with  a  L'up\ 
of'  the"  \(>te  passed  on  the  occasion." 

••\'()te(L  That  the  Society  wrll  attend  the  t'uneral 
of  their  (k-partrd  Ib-odiei-  Capt.  James  Ma-ee  iVom  hi^ 
lati- dw  elhn;.^-  llousL-in  Koxhury  nc-\t  Thursd:i\  afternoon 
])ieclsrl\  at  three  o\doclv.  That  notice  be  ^ixcn  our 
P)ilhn.  in  the  j)apeis  <.t'  t<>moriow   and  the  next  (kiy  and 
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that  Genl  Elliot  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  vote 
for  the  information  of  the  Family."  It  is  a  somewhat 
odd  circumstance  that  the  funeral  of  Capt.  IMagee,  who 
gave  the  first  two  pitchers  and  bowls,  should  be 
announced  at  the  same  meeting  when  the  second  two 
pitchers  are  given  and  accepted. 

March  3d,  iSoi,  necessary  ^'cloathing"  was  voted 
Capt.  Blake,  and  on  application  of  a  Mr.  Clapp,  for  a 
committee  to  confer  with  him  as  to  the  merits  of  a 
"New  American  Seamans  daily  assistant,"  it  was 
"Voted,  That  the  Society  approve  of  his  exertions 
for  our  vSea  fLU'ing  Brethren,  but  as  the  work  which 
he  intends  to  publish  will  require  a  great  deal  of  time 
in  the  examination,  and  as  it  must  finally  rest  on  its  own 
merits,  they  must  decline  his  request." 

August  4th,  1801,  "A  letter  from  Mr.  Horace 
Gould,  presenting  his  nautical  perambulator  to  the 
Society  for  their  inspection,  was  considered,  but  no 
vote  taken  on  the  subject."  The  regular  meetings 
were  held,  relief  voted,  and  the  usual  business  trans- 
acted, but  nothing  worthy  of  note  till  May  4th,  1S02, 
when  it  is  voted  to  pay  the  accounts  of  Capt.  James 
Scott  and  Pearson  Eaton  "for  Board  attendance  etc. 
for  Capt.  Jno.  Blake  till  his  Death  (22d  Febry  1802) 
amountg,  in  the  whole  to  Eighty  dollars  &  ninety 
seven  cents,"  and  a  committee  of  three  was  ap- 
pointed "  to  consider  the  propriety  of  erectg  grave 
stones  with  suitable  inscriptions  to  the  memory  of 
Capt.  Blake,  and  report  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting." 
On  the  3d  August  following,  the  Committee  ''reported, 
that  in  tlieir  opinion  it  would  ])e  well  to  let  the  matter 
subside." 
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Annual  Mectini;-.  2(1  X()\cinhcr,  1802.  A  letter 
from  W'ni.  1).  vScxniour  was  read.  acconipan\cl  one 
of  liis  improxed  v*^hi\e.s  rec[uestini_;-  that  a  trial  nii^-ht  he 
made  of  its  utility  Aic  (as  on  file.)"  Otficers  chosen 
and  resolutions  to  collect  arreara^"es  from  n()n-pa^'in^" 
memhers.  Relief  and  supplies  voted.  l)alance  in  tlie 
Treasurer's  hands.  $872.01,  but  no  statenient  of  other 
funds  or  property  of  the  vSociety. 

May  3d,  1803,  Capt.  Matthew  C.  (jro\es  makes  a 
communication  relative  to  a  discovery  which  he  thinks 
he  has  made  to  ascertain  Long^itude."  Read  and 
referred  to  a  committee. 

On  the  7th  June,  they  report  That  as  llie  Truth  of  the 
Principle  adopted  by  Capt.  Gro\  es  depends  u])on  Optical 
Instruments  that  cannot  be  procured  in  this  Countr\  the 
absolute  residt  cannot  now  be  ascertainecL  but  xour 
Committee  think  the  Idea  Ingenious  c\:  deser\  in^  Encour- 
a^^ement."  A  committee  \\as  appointed  to  look  into  the 
By-Laws  and  see  if  they  required  amendment. 

September  6th.  1803,  a  Committee  appointetl  to 
look  into  an  application  of  the  Widow  Doane"  for 
relief,  ••(hd  not  think  her  an  ()l)ject  suitable  tor  the 
Charit\'  of  this  Societv."  X^oted  I  nani uk )U ^1\  to 
represent  to  (jenl  Lincoln.  Collector  of  this  Lort.  the 
immediate  necessitx  ot'  j)reser\in!^"  that  ancient  Land 
Mark  called  Nick's  Mate  in  this  Harbour  and  recjuest 
his  reconnnendati( )n  to  the  I  )e[)artinent  of  State  that  a 
W  all  be  built  around  said  Nick's  Mate  to  ))reser\e  it 
iVoin  total  dest!"uction  b\  the  \  iolence  of  storms  the 
appioachiiiL;"  Season,"  and  a  Committee  was  •  •  appoi nted 
lo  C 'omnnui  icate  "  the  abo\e  to  ( ietd  Lincoln  and  conter 
with  him  theri-on." 
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October  4th,  1803,  the  Committee  on  the  By-Laws 
report  in  favor  of  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  to  alter 
so  much  of  the  Charter  as  may  be  necessary"  etc., 
The  report,  after  debate,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  " 
and  the  Subject  again  taken  up  the  first  Tuesday  in 
Deer  next."  The  admission  fees  were  raised  to  twenty 
dollars,  and  the  monthly  assessments  to  twenty  five  cents 
for  each  member."  The  Committee  chosen  last  Sep- 
tember to  consider  the  state  of  nicks  Mate  made  Report, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bye  Laws, 
and  they  are  requested  to  draw  up  and  submit  to  the 
Society  for  consideration  a  suitable  representation  to 
Congress  on  the  Subject." 

The  annual  November  report  states  the  increase  of 
the  Society's  funds  during  the  year  to  be  $645.41. 

The  6th  December,  1803,  the  Nix's  Mate  Committee 
"  beg  leave  to  report  the  following." 

To  the  Honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  : 

The  Boston  Marine  Society  taking  a  lively  interest  in 
all  that  Concerns  the  Commercial  prosperity  of  the 
United  States,  and  feeling  it  a  Duty  incumbent  on  them 
to  point  out  improvements  or  advantages  which  may 
immediately  afiect  the  Commercial  interests  of  this 
Metropolis  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  Honorable 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  necessity  of  preserv- 
ing an  ancient  Landmark  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Port  of  Boston,  submitting  with 
respectful  deference  to  the  National  Legislature  the 
following  statement. 

An  Lsland  called  Nicks  Mate  situated  al)Out  three 
miles  within  the  Light  House,  and  directh'  on  one  side 
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of  the  two  princ!}):il  Clianncls.  was  lonncrK"  an  Island 
of  more  tlian  3  miles  circumference,  ])ut  from  its 
exposed  situation  to  the  vSea,  this  Island  is  now  reduced 
to  a  small  heap  of  sand  with  a  few  Rods  of  the  orii^inal 
surface  continualK'  decreasing  A:  undermined  by  the  vSea 
and  surrounded  1)\  a  bodv  of  Rocks  which  originally 
the  touiuhition  i\:  now  extending  on  all  sides  more  than 
half  a  mile  into  the  Channels,  this  Island  ser\'es  as  a 
land  mai-k  to  all  N^essels  coming  in  througli  inroad 
vSound  cK:  ships  j)assing  through  the  main  channel  must 
necessarih-  go  \er\'  near  it.  To  preserve  the  remnant 
of  this  Island  from  total  destruction  is  the  object  of  this 
representation.  The  ])r()prietor  Air.  Thomas  Knox  is 
willing  to  cede  said  Island  tb  the  United  vStatcs  for  the 
pur})ose  if  Congress  in  its  Wisdom  shall  think  Ht  to 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  adeciuate  tor  the  Inulding  a 
sufficiently  strong  Stone  ll^r//  vnund  the  remains  of  said 
Island  for  placing  thereon  a  Beacon.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Societx  that  a  great  sa\  ing  to  the  re\  enue  of  the 
United  vStates  would  e\entuall\  be  the  cousecpience  of 
such  precaution  1)\  ])i-e\enting  mam  ot'  those  accidents 
to  w  hich  \  essels  are  e\  er  exposed  in  dangerous  narrow 
Channels.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  before  another  year 
the  I'emainder  of  this  Island  w  III  be  w  ashed  a\\  a\  b\  the 
force  of  the  Sea  in  Stoiius  and  that  the  Land  will  be 
(lri\-en  into  the  main  Channel  A:  foi-m  some  dangerous 
shoal  and  the  tide  then  Howiug  o\er  the  foundation 
♦  which  will  be  co\  eicd  at  hall'  tides,  the  danger  must 
increase  and  accidents  become  more  fixupieut  to  Ships 
entering  the  l*oil.  from  the  exteiU  of  the  aboxe 
mentioned  Koeks  and  the  situation  ol'  the  neighboring 
Uhnids  no  Imioxsoj-  IJeaeons  ean  iu'real'ter  be  placed  on 
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them  effectually  to  answer  the  purpose  when  the  Island 
is  destroyed. 

In  behalf  the  Boston  Marine  vSociety  dated  at  Boston 
6th  Deer  1S03. 

(wSigned)  Natiil  Goodwin,  Master. 

A  previously  appointed  Committee  to  examine  and 
report  upon  the  method  of  a  Mr.  Croswell,  to  find  ''the 
true  time"  and  ''the  true  distance,"  recommend  the 
same,  and  •'  that  Air.  Croswells  Calculations  are  Correct 
Concise  and  useful." 

It  was  voted,  ''inexpedient  to  adopt"  the  proposed 
new  By-Laws ;    the  Committee  was  discharged,  and 

the  expenses  attending  printing  &c "  ordered  to  be 
paid. 

At  a  special  meeting,  nth  January,  1S04,  "  Capt. 
N.  Goodwin  communicated  tw^o  letters  which  he  had 
received  from  Doctr  Eustis  our  Representative  in  Con- 
gress requesting  of  this  Society,  an  Estimate  of  the 
probable  Expense  wdiich  would  attend  the  securing  the 
remains  of  the  Island  called  nicks  mate,"  and  a  Com- 
mittee was  accordingly  appointed  to  make  the  estimate, 
and  forw^ard  Dr.  Eustis,  ''  as  soon  as  possible." 

February  7th,  1804,  voted  the  expenses  of  the 
Committee  for  visiting  Nicks  Mate  be  paid  from  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  amtg  $11.00." 

Apparently  Congress  would  not  make  the  appropria- 
tion asked  for.  On  the  i6th  Jime,  1S04,  tlie  Society, 
through  a  Committee,  memorialized  the  Governor  of 
the  State,  Caleb  vStrong,  on  the  subject.  Tliis  memorial 
is  \'irtually  a  repetition  of  the  one  sent  to  Congress, 
ending    as    follows:      ''The    Boston    Marine  Society 
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composed  of  men  w  ho  ha\  c  experienced  all  the  dansj^ers 
of  Xax  iL^'ation.  and  man\-  of  them  still  in  actual  service, 
})resume  xour  Excellenc\'  will  duh  appreciate  the 
motixes  which  ha\e  actuated  their  conduct  and  taxorahlv 
recei\e  this  address  which  is  res]:)ectfull\'  submitted." 
Si^med.  ( )/.ias  ( joodw  in .  jno.  F.  Williams.  Jas.  Prince, 
I  no.  Chapman  t\:  Henj.  llomans.  The  Senate,  on  June 
22(1,  altera  preamble,  '-RcsoKed  that  there  he  allowed 
<\:  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  Three  thousand  dollars,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  ^Marine  vSocicty  in  Hoston,  he  to  be 
accountable  for  the  same,  to  be  appropriated  under  the 
direction  of  such  superintendent  as  His  l-2xcellenc\'  the 
(jovernor   with   the   adx  ice   of  Council   ma\'  appoint,'' 

for  the  buildini;-  a  sullicient  and  permanent  Stone  Wall 
on  said  Island  called  Nicks  ]\Iate,"  etc.,  and  rcsolvin^^ 
that  the  accounts  of  the  Cost"  be  laid  before  Congress 
for  "allowance  and  pa\'ment,"  the  same  was  --sent 
down  foi'  Conciu'rence "  and  •*  Read  tS:  Concurred."  by 
the  House,  --H.  (j.  Otis,  vSpeaker." 

The  next  da\',  23d  June,  the  Governor  and  Council 
api^ointcd  O/ias  (joodwin  "to  su]:)erintend  the  building  a 
Stone  Wall  to  secure  the  Island  called  Nicks  Mate." 
()n  August  7th.  a  committee  was  ap])ointed  to  confer 
with  Dr.  h^ustis  upon  the  same  subiect.  A  Committee 
pre\iou>l\  appointed  to  iiujuiie  into  the  merits  ot  a 
••Treatise  on  .\a\ igat ion ."  b\  Mr.  ( )sgood  L'ai  leton, 
lepoiM  fa\()rabl\,  and  recommend  the  ••woik  to  the 
Societ\-  i\:  to  the  ))ublic,  as  a  perfoi-mance  which  it 
accurateU  executed  will  ha\e  a  tendency  to  inci-ease  the 
^afet\  of  \a\igatinn.  b\  aiding  Naxigatois  iu  conducting 
their  W-ss^-ls  tVoin  poit  to  j)<)rt."     The  Society  appears 
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now,  and  for  a  long  time,  to  have  lield  its  meetings  at 
Vila's,  No.  17  Court  Street,  the  Concert  Hall  of  their 
day  and  ours. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  6th  November,  1S04,  it  was 
Voted  in  consideration  of  Capt.  N.  B.  Lyde's  being 
left  out  as  Surveyor  —  Tliat  he  be  assisted  with  Forty 
dollars  more  in  addition  to  the  former  grant,  to  be  paid 
him  one  half  at  a  time,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Master." 
The  usual  "  public  dinner"  was  also  voted. 

The  5th  February,  1805,  Voted  that  Mr.  Dearborns 
information  resjDecting  an  instrument  which  he  had 
projected  for  propelling  a  vessel  forward  during  a  Calm, 
be  committed  to  the  following  Committee,"  Capts. 
Clement,  Barnard,  and  Homans,  and  they  are  to  report 
thereon. 

March  5th,  1805,  a  Committee  of  Barnard,  Chapman, 
and  Dennie,  was  appointed  ''to  go  to  the  Island  of 
Nicks  Mate  —  so  called  —  view  its  situation,  and  report 
to  the  Society  at  their  next  meeting  what  can  practically 
be  done  to  secure  that  valuable  land  mark,"  etc.  April 
2d,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  Wm.  Smith, 
Esq.,  their  ''Treasurer  for  his  faithful  services  in  that 
office  for  Ten  Years  past^''  that  his  accounts  are  '"per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  this  Society  and  further  that  he  be 
requested  to  continue  in  the  said  office  of  Treasurer." 

At  the  Qiiarterly  Meeting,  7th  May,  ''The  Committee 
appointed  to  examine  a  machine  invented  by  Mr.  Dear- 
born for  the  purpose  of  propelling  a  vessel  through  the 
water  in  a  Calm,  beg  leave  to  report,  they  duly  waited 
on  that  Gentleman  and  have  carefully  examined  the  said 
Machine,  the  principles  of  which  were  fully  and  clearly 
explained  to  them  by  the  Inventor,  and  your  Committee 
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iilthoiio-h  desirous  of  rciulcriiiL^-  justice  to  Mr.  Dearborn 
for  the  ini^enuity  of  his  imcntion.  are  compelled  to 
state,  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  inconxenience 
attendin<2^  the  huh^  and  wei^'ht  of  said  machine,  if  so 
constructed,  as  to  i^'ixe  it  the  immense  force  and  strength 
reijuired,  would  counterbalance  anv  ad\antages  that 
may  reasonably  be  exi)ecte(l  in  the  course  of  com- 
mercial voyages:  they  therefore  with  due  respect  sub- 
mit this  their  report  to  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Society."  Signed,  Thomas  Clement,  ji-..  Chairman  of 
Committee. 

June    4th.    1S05,   more    report    in    relation    to  that 

ancient  landmark  Xicks  Mate."  --.V  strong  stone  wall 
must  l)e  l)uilt  round  the  I'emains  ot'  the  same,  sixtv 
feet  b\-  thirtx',  not  less  than  lifteen  feet  high,  and  to 
average  six  feet  thick."  The  former  Committee  are 
requested  to  continue  their  services,"  and  •*  in  e\"erv 
wav  to  give"  their  assistance,  consistent  with  tlie  rules 
and  regulations  of  this  vSociety." 

.Vugust  6th,  1S05,  a  letter  was  read  iVom  Capt.  John 
Harvey,  ••giving  an  account  of  his  Remarks  on  the 
Bahama  Banks  &;  Channel  thanks  were  xoted  him  and 
the  matter  referred  to  the  •'Connnittee  on  ObserN  ations." 

\o\embci"  ^th,  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  t'urther  rej)(^rts 
w  c'i'c  made  as  to  what  had  been  done,  and  what  leinained 
to  be  done  at  and  about  Nix's  NhUe,  its  walk  eohunn. 
etc..  and  a  statement  that  the\  had  ••a))j)heil  to  the 
Legiskiture  ot'  this  State  for  l•^)nr  thousand  (lobars 
additional  snm  to  eompleat  the  work,  which  sum  was 
granted." 

Mai"eh  jth,  iSoO,  a  *•  Connnittt^-  aj")poinled  to  dratt 
a  Ceititieate  to  be  u^ed  b\  llu'  Sii i\ e\ oi'^  of  the  Port  ol" 
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Boston,'*  make  their  report  and  submit  a  form  of  certifi- 
cate. The  "Council  of  this  Commonwealth"  having 
asked  the  "opinion  of  the  Marine  Society,"  with 
reference  to  a  petition  of  Boston  Pilots  for  an  increase 
of  rates  of  pilotage,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
"  confer  with  them  for  that  purpose." 

Constantly  recurring  resolutions,  reports,  and  confer- 
ences as  to  beacons,  Inioys.  stone  columns,  wooden  tow- 
ers, etc.,  in  and  about  the  harbor  of  Boston,  continue, 
showing  conclusively  the  usefulness  of  the  Society  and 
the  high  value  it  held  in  Federal  and  State  estimation. 

August  6th.  1806,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  the 
School  Committee  of  Lynn,  respecting  "  the  Education 
of  the  children  of  deceased  Seamen  and  wishing  the  aid 
of  the  Societ}'  in  perfecting  a  plan  for  that  purpose," 
voted,  "  that  the  Master  be  requested  to  answer  the  same 
&  inform  ye  Gentn,  that  the  Funds  of  this  Society  will 
not  imbrace  that  object." 

November  4th.  1806,  the  Committee  chosen  to  audit 
the  accounts  find,  "  the  total  amt  of  Stock  is  Thirteen 
thousand  one  hundred  &  fifty-five  dollars  fV^j,  exclusive 
of  Two  hundred  forty  Eight  dollars  62  cents  Cash  which 
remains  in  the  Treasurers  hands." 

After  the  usual  business  was  gone  through,  and  resolu- 
tions passed  to  make  Honorary  members  pay  up  their 
arrears,  it  was  voted,  "  That  the  Boston  Marine  Society 
feel  themselves  under  obligations  to  Wm.  vSmith  Esqr 
for  the  faithful  services  as  Treasurer  during  the  space  of 
Twelve  years,  and  as  a  token  of  our  grateful  respect  and 
regard,  the  Society  request  and  hereby  authorize  the 
Master  and  Depy  Master,  to  present  him  in  l)clialf  of 
the  Societ\-  in  sucli  way  as  tlie\-  may  think  most  proper. 
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with  a  purse  containini;'  7\ceNt\'  luij^'/es  to  l)c  taken 
from  the  I'^iiuls.  and  as  a  remuneration  to  him  tor  his 
Expcnccs  tS:  scrx  iccs  rendered  to  this  institution." 

At  this  meeting".  se\  en  meml^ers  w  ere  \ oted  out  of  the 
J^oeietN  .  the\  "  not  ha\  ini;-  eomplied  with  the  Constitu- 
tion and  I  )\"e  Law  s  thereof." 

The  \ear  1807  seems  to  lia\e  heen  an  une\entful  one. 
Tlie  v^ocietv  met.  xoted  sun(h-\'  rehets.  achnitted  sun(h"\ 
mem])ers.  notilied  the  delincjuent  ones,  took  action  on 
the  pilots  and  pilot  laws.  lea\ini^"  nothing:,"  on  record 
wortlu-  of  re}:>r()(lucti()n. 

The  ^tli  ^Vpril.  iSoS.  \oted  **  To  relie\e  Mrs.  L\(le 
on  her  apj:)Hcati()n  when  her  late  Ilushand  \athl  1>. 
L\(le  lies  dead  in  the  house,  and  the  f^unily  in  circum- 
stances of  i^-reat  distress,  so  as  to  recfuire  inunediate 
assistance  —  w  ith  the  v^um  of  l'"ift\  dollar^." 

At  this  meeting-,  a  committee  a})}:)ointed  the  Octol^er 
pre\ious.  report  in  fixor  "of  amenclini^'  <\:  inlar^'ini;" 
their  Charter."  The\  ach  ise  no  assessments  of  Ilonor- 
ar\'  members  "'hut  what  the\  ma\  suhsciihe  or  L;"i\e  to 
the  fluids  at  the  time  of  their  admission."  Recommend 
the  annual  election  ot'  a  lioard  of  Trustees.  to  w  hose 
care  shall  he  committed  all  the  ])ru(lentials  ot'  the 
Societx  ."  and  that  **  the\  shall  take  r)onds  of  the 
Ti'ea^uier  at  theii"  discretion."  and  otheiwisc^  j)rL'sciihe 
their  duties. 

August  J(l.  iSoS.  a  couunillL'c  was  apjiointi'd  "to 
conter  with  (iencral  Lincoln  iesj)cct i ni^'  thi"  Marine 
Hospital,  and  to  reipiest  his  opinion  on  the  e\))ediLaic\ 
ot'  admittinu'  di^ahled  and  di^tre^^ed  Suamen  into  the 
I  lo^pital,  and  to  take  such  otlu-r  mrasuie^  on  ihr  siihj(.'ct 
a>-  max  he  necrssars  to  c-t1l'Ct  thr  pur))o^r." 
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Tuesday  evening,  September  6th.  1S08.  bears  this 
record:  ''Present  Capts  John  Bait,  Benj.  Homans. 
Hard  Rain  with  Tliunder  &  Lightning  prevented  the 
attendance  of  members."  ''Pd  Vila  for  Room  $3.00. 
for  Notifications,  $3.00." 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  ist  November,  it  was  voted, 
''  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  an  addition  to  the  Original  Charter  be  authorized 
to  add  a  clause  respecting  the  Port  Wardens,  namely 
that  this  Society  have  power  to  appoint  Port  Wardens 
and  Sur\'eyors  of  vShips  and  Goods  on  freight  when 
damaged  on  the  Voyage,  from  among  the  Members  of 
ye  Society  and  have  power  to  regulate  the  Fees  of 
Survey  accordingly." 

Voted,  "  To  dispense  having  an  Annual  Dinner  in 
consequence  of  the  embarrassed  State  of  Commerce  &c." 

February  7th,  1S09,  it  was  voted,  ''That  Mr.  John 
Wilson  be  recommended  to  the  Governor  &  Council  as 
a  capable  Person  to  be  appointed  a  Branch  Pilot,"  and  a 
Committee  was  appointed  "  to  enquire  into  the  »State  of 
the  Pilotage  of  the  FLirbour  of  Boston." 

On  the  7th  March,  1809,  "  The  Committee  appointed 
5th  April  1808  to  apply  to  the  General  Court  of  the 
Commonwealth  for  an  additional  Act  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  our  Incorporation,  Report  that  they  have 
attended  to  that  business  &  now  lav  before  the  Society 
an  attested  Copy  of  a  Law  which  passed  the  Legislature 
at  tlieir  late  Session  for  the  above  purpose,"  and  there 
is  recorded  the  Act  of  1S09,  now  printed  in  the  pamphlet 
of  By-Laws.  At  this  meeting  a  committee  of  three  was 
appointed  "  to  enquire  into  tlie  exj^ediency  of  removing 
the  Society  to  meet  in  some  other  place,  and  to  enquire 
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where  a  c(;n\  cnicnt  and  siiital)lc  Room  nia\'  l)c  fouiul  tor 
the  Socict\  to  meet  in  t\itin-e.'' 

Ma\-  id.  the  Committee  reported,  that  **  the\  had 
tonnd  a  conx  enient  Room  and  other  accomniochitions  at 
the  I'2xchan<^e  CoBee  House  in  Con^'ress  vStreet,"  and  the 
v*^oeiety  \\)ted  Unanimoush  that  the  meetings  of  the 
Boston  r^larine  vSociety  shall  in  future  be  held  at  the 
Exchans^e  Coflee  House  and  that  the  same  Committee 
he  authorized  to  enter  into  an  a<4"reement  for  a  Room  hv 
the  year  or  otherw  ise."  and  the  meeting"  w  as  adjourned, 
to  meet  next  at  the  hotel  al)()\e  named,  a  house  that 
most  of  us  remember,  and  some  of  us  ha\e  li\e(l  in 
temporariK  .  It  is  notieeahle  at  man\  of  the  meeting's, 
tiiat  in  hallotini^"  foi"  new  members,  rejeetion  is  not 
unusual. 

October  3(1,  1809.  a  committee  of  three  was  chosen, 
^'to  confer  with  Genl  l)earlu)rn  the  Collector  of  the 
Port  on  the  expediency  of  Buildin*^'  a  vStone  Column  on 
the  vSpit  of  J^and  at  the  Narrows,  and  to  consult  on  the 
best  mode  of  can'\  iniL;"  such  a  plan  into  execution." 

Thanks  were  likew  ise  Noted  **  W'm  Tudor  V.^k\v 
vSccretar\'  of  the  Commonwealth  for  his  attention  and 
services  in  ^^ettin^-  the  Additional  Act  to  the  Charter 
passed  durini;"  the  late  v^ession  of  the  Lei^islature.  and 
that  his  Account  of  sums  (hie  be  iKdlanced  in  full  up  to 
\o\eml)er  1809."  and  w  ith  the  end  ot'  this  meetiuL:-.  cmuI 
1  l  ie  K ecor( Is  < >!   1  >(  )ok  A  . 

In  l)()()k  W.  we  fnst  tind  a  cop\  ot'  the  Ciiarter,  and 
the  then  I'ecentK  amenik'd  lix-baws.  tbllowed  in  signa- 
tures <»f  man\  members  ol'  the  Societx. 

The  (list  meeting"  iccordi'd  i^  tiiat  ol"  Noxember  yth. 
lSf)(^,    hekl    at    the    b.xchanL;e    Cotlee    llon^e.       \\\  the 
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Treasurer's  accounts,  it  appears  the  Society  had  on  that 
date  a  net  sum  of  credits,  amounting  to  $12,945.94. 
The  usual  reliefs  were  voted,  and  the  ordinary  business 
of  the  Society  gone  through  with,  and  it  was  voted, 
''That  the  Society  celebrate  their  Anniversary,  and  have 
a  Dinner  at  the  Exchange  Coffee  House  the  i6th 
current." 

At  the  meeting  of  6th  February,  iSio,  various  resolu- 
tions were  adopted,  putting  the  screws  on  delinquent 
members,  of  whom  there  seemed  more  than  a  fair 
percentage,  and  it  was  submitted  by  the  Committee 
a^^pointed  to  report  thereon,  that  the  vSociety  should 
''  regulate  the  manner  of  making  demands  of  the  Execu- 
tors or  Administrators  of  deceased  members  within  the 
l^eriod  prescribed  by  Law  for  the  settlement  of  Estates," 
in  order  to  collect  the  amounts  due.  The  members  of 
that  day,  while  allowing  liberality  as  well  as  mercv,  to 
season  justice,  were  evidently  indisposed  to  favor  those 
who  had  dodged  their  liabilities. 

A  Committee  was  appointed,  to  call  on  Joseph 
Callender,  Executor  to  the  Will  of  Capt.  William 
Brown  deceased  Member,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
Society  to  ask  Air.  Callender  what  legacy  Capt.  Brown 
had  left  to  the  Boston  Marine  Society  and  to  receive  the 
same  and  give  a  discharge  therefor." 

At  the  next  meeting,  on  March  6th,  iSio,  we  learn 
that  ''according  to  the  Will  Mr.  Callender  paid  one 
hundred  Dollars,  for  which  the  President  gave  receipt 
in  full." 

At  the  meetings  of  May  ist  and  June  6th,  reports  and 
resolutions  as  to  proceedings  against  delinquent  members 
were  in  order,  with  full  reports  as  to  experiments  of 


76        Records  of  tJic  Bosto)i  Marine  Society, 


new  arrano"eincnts  for  reflectors,  and  other  improve- 
ments of  li<i^hts  for  light-houses,  carefully  watched  from 
well-defined  positions  in  the  harbor  and  bav,  occupy 
several  pa^*es,  and  a  communication  from  Capt.  Samuel 
Hill,  as  to  some  Rocks  discovered  by  him  in  the 
South  Atlantic  Ocean  on  board  the  ship  '  Otter  '  of  this 
Port,"  was  also  read  and  i*eferred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ol^servation. 

The  iith  Juh'  meeting",  a  letter  from  General  11. 
Dearborn  Collector  of  the  Port  "  was  read,  requestinj^" 
''advice  of  this  Society  respecting-  the  most  suitable  spot 
whereon  to  erect  a  Beacon  or  wStone  Column  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Harbor  of  Boston." 

From  the  record  of  4th  vSeptember.  iSio.  we  learn 
that  each  branch  pilot  was  compelled  ])y  law  ••  to  keep 
one  good  decked  Boat  of  not  less  than  twehe  Tons 
burthen." 

iVt  the  December  meeting,  1810,  is  found  tliis  record, 
wdiich  must  have  been  an  innovation  then,  and  has  ne\'er 
hQcw  followed,  earnestly,  as  a  precedent,  since.  \\/.  : 
^'Capt.  William  Machett  declined  scr\  ing  a^  a  Port 
Wardc!!.  and  he  l)cing  excused,  Ca}:)t.  Michael  Hopkins 
was  unanimousK  chosen  in  his  stead."  \\  hen  tliis 
meeting  adjourned,  it  was  to  meet  next  mouth  at 
Concert  1  lall." 

l*\'bruar\-  ;;th.  iSii.  a  Petition  to  the  Legislature  on 
the  subject  ol"  Port  Wardens''  \Nas  lead  and  aeeej)ted. 
What  the  purj)oit  ot'  it.  doe^  not  ap})ear,  but  one  can 
scarceK  help  thinking,  it  ina\  ha\e  been  begotten  ol 
Capt.  Maehett's  resignation. 

A  *•  ))etition  ot"  a  Number  ot'  Persons  on  Cape  Cod  to 
the  L'ongress  ot'  tlie  I'nited  States.  pra\ing  that  a  bight 
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House  may  be  erected  on  Race  Point,  with  a  letter  on 
the  subject  signed  by  Wm  Gallager  a  Branch  Pilot 
at  Provincetown  "  was  read,  "and  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  Genl  Dearborn,  Collector," 
and  after  such  conference,  proceed  as  they  shall  judge 
best." 

The  meeting  of  April  2d,  181 1,  is  remarkable  for  this 
fact,  that  upon  the  ballot  being  cast  for  the  admission 
of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Dana,  as  member,  the  result  showed 

eight  black,  and  two  white  balls,  and  he  was  not 
admitted  a  member."  The  black  balls  appear  in  late 
years  to  have  fallen  into  disuse. 

It  seems  that  some  question  had  arisen  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  word  Children,"  entitled  by  laws  of 
the  Society  to  relief,  and  at  this  meeting,  the  following 
"opinion  of  Judge  Parker"  was  given,  as  explanatory 
thereof : — 

"  The  word  Children  in  the  14th  Section,  technically 
in  legal  instruments  means  all  the  issue  of  a  man  of 
whatever  age,  and  sometimes  means  even  Grandchil- 
dren. But  in  such  an  Association  as  that  of  the  Marine 
vSocietv,  it  may  according  to  the  original  meaning  of  the 
framers,  be  restricted  to  minor  Children  only,  and  if 
such  has  been  the  usage  in  construing  the  term,  I  have 
no  doubt  such  would  now  be  the  legal  construction. 

(Signed)    J.  Parker." 

The  6th  August,  181 1,  the  Committee  previously 
appointed,  reported  in  favor  of  a  light-house  and  light 
at  Race  Point,  and  a  new  committee  was  appointed  to 
"draft  a  petition  to  Congress"  asking  for  the  same. 
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When  drafted.  •*  the  wScal  of  the  vSociet\'  he  afhxed 
thereto,"  and  "the  President  he  requested  to  hand  the 
same  to  the  Hon.  Josiah  C-^uincy  to  he  hy  him  presented 
to  the  Coni^ress  of  the  United  wStates." 

\"arious  comphunts,  recommendations,  and  commit- 
tees, are  heard  and  instructed,  as  to  the  conchict  of  the 
pilot   service  of   Boston.      On    ist  Octoher,    1811,  a 

Conniiittee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  Cjenl  Dear- 
l)()rn  Collector  of  the  Port  respectini;-  the  new  Light 
House  erected  at  the  entrance  of  vScituate  llarhor  "  etc. 
A  s]:)ecial  meeting'  was  held  on  the  9th  October,  when 
the  Committee  recommended  the  Societ\'  should  ••send 
a  request  to  the  vScctv  of  the  Treasur\  to  ha\e  the 
lil^hting  of  the  House  suspended  until  March  next  to 
<^ive  suflicient  time  for  the  Ships  now  out  to  return,  anil 
to  <^ive  public  notice  as  early  as  possible  of  the  time  it 
is  to  be  liii^hted,"  and  that  if  sonie  method  could  ])e 
taken  to  make  the  Li^'ht  diirerent  from  others  in  l>oston 
J^a}',  it  would  add  to  the  v^atety  of  the  Xavi^ator." 
Other  resolutions  were  passed,  and  a  letter  written  to 
the  Hon.  Albert  (jallatin,  vSccretary  of  vState.  on  the 
.subject,  from  which  is  extracted  the  following;':  — 

••  In  this  instance  Sir  it  ma\'  not  be  irrelexant  to 
state  to  \()u  the  situation  in  which  this  v'^ociets-  is  and 
has  been  placed  for  man\-  \ears  to  demonstrate  more 
clearU  their  motives  on  this  occasion.  The  Boston 
Marine  Societv'  is  an  Association  ol'  old  and  respectable 
vShip  Masters  loi  ined  the  \  eai*  17  I-.  \s  itli  a  \  iew  to 
piomote  the  <4"eneral  interests  ot'  na\  ii^'ation  and  to  a^^ist 
the  unfortunate  Members  and  thi'ii'  t'amllies,  since  which 
]:)erio(l  this  Societv  has  increased  in  membei'^  and  re^pec- 
tabilil\  ,  with  an  accumulation  ot"  consic k'l  able  tunds,  and 
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is  now  composed  of  upwards  of  One  hundred  former 
Ship  Masters  who  have  retired  from  Sea  with  adequate 
fortunes,  many  of  whom  are  largely  interested  in  the 
insurance  Offices  and  as  Underw^riters,  and  about  fifty 
of  the  most  respectable  merchants  &  Ship  Owners  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  highest  Stations  in  the  Common- 
wealth, the  rest  of  the  Society  is  composed  of  the  more 
active  and  younger  Mariners  who  still  follow  the  Seas  as 
a  professional  business.  The  importance  of  this  Society 
connected  with  the  knowledge  &  experience  of  its 
Members,  has  been  recognized  by  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  in  various  instances,  and  their  immediate 
agency  and  recommendation  are  necessary  to  the 
appointment  of  Pilots  and  many  other  officers  connected 
with  the  general  affiiirs  of  Commerce." 

This  furnishes  a  very  fair  summary  of  the  Society, 
its  usefulness  and  purposes  at  that  day.  The  rest  of  the 
letter,  which  is  quite  voluminous,  recites  the  lights  and 
dangers  of  the  Bay,  and  pleads  for  Scituate  Light  being 
so  distinguished  it  can  be  mistaken  for  no  other.  This 
is  followed  by  a  petition  to  Congress,  on  the  same 
subject,  equally  liberal  in  its  description  of  the  Bay  and 
the  Society ;  both  signed  by  Jonathan  Chapman, 
President,  and  Benjamin  Romans,  Secretary. 

At  the  Annual  meeting  of  November,  iSii,  there  is  a 
lengthy  report  from  a  committee  appointed  to  look  into 
the  matter  of  proper  procedure  towards  the  members 
that  have  failed  in  payment  of  their  dues  to  the  Society, 
We  extract  from  it  as  follows:  ''The  petitions  from 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  members  which  will 
doubtless  be  presented  at  the  annual  meeting  soliciting 
relief  from  the  funds,  bear  an  impressive  testimony  to 
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the  correctness  of  these  observations,  and  while  we 
have  the  Siitisfaction  of  pouring  in  'our  oil  and  wine/ 
to  their  relief  from  the  respectable  amount  to  which  the 
Funds  ha\e  arri\ed  the  exactitude  of  a  \'ast  j^ortion 
of  our  meml)ers,  it  cannot  but  operate  as  a  conclusive 
and  irresistible  reason  that  we  should  dismiss  from  our 
Records  those  Drones  who  tho'  .tliev  possess  the  means 
ha\e  not  the  heart  to  contribute  even  their  pieds^'ed  mite 
to  the  cause  of  Charitx'  and  beneficence." 

\'()ur  Committee  f()rl)ear  to  personitX-  in  this  report, 
those  who  ]ia\  e  replied  to  tiie  frecjuent  i'e(|uests  of  the 
proper  othcers  for  pa\iiient  of  assessments,  in  terms 
imbecoming  the  members  of  a  charitable  institution." 
Thev  then  proceed  to  recommend  the  ex})ulsion  of  four- 
teen members.  A  letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
filed,  from  Albert  Gallatin.  vSecretar\  of  the  Treasiu'v, 
respecting  vScituate  Light :  the  annual  dinner  was  ordered 
f  )!•  tlie  13th  inst  at  Concert  Hall,  and  the  recoixl  entls  as 
follows:  ••The  l)usiness  of  the  annual  Meeting  closed 
with  refresliments." 

The  3(1  I)ecem])er.  iSii,  a  committee  re})orted  tavor- 
abl\-  oil  Capt.  \\'inslow  Lewis's  modes  of  lighting 
i)oston  and  Cape  Ann  Lights,  considering  them  ••fir 
superior  to  an\  we  are  aciiuainted  with  in  an\'  port 
of  the  I  nited  States."  The  v*^ecretar\  was  ••directed  to 
address  a  Letter  to  John  MontgomerN  I\lsi|r.  as  a 
Member  of  this  Societx  and  e\))ress  the  sati>laclion  the 
Hoslou  Marine  Societ\  feel  in  his  retuin  to  tliis  town 
tV  to  I'ecjue^t  to  Ivuow  tVoin  him  whether  he  still  con- 
siders himself  a  Meinhi'i-  of  this  Soeiet\."  It  is  a 
matter  ot*  doubt  whether  this  Note  is  a  bit  ot"  (juiet  ironv. 
or  leal  ilunk\  i^m. 
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January  7th,  181 2,  ''A  Letter  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent, from  a  number  of  Clergymen  of  Boston  and  the 
neighborhood  was  read  and  the  following  Gentlemen 
appointed  a  Committee  to  confer  with  them  on  the 
subject."  What  the  subject  was  does  not  appear  at 
present,  but  at  the  succeeding  meeting,  March  3d,  181 3, 
we  learn  the  object  was,  "  ameliorating  the  moral  and 
religious  condition  of  Seamen."  Verbal  reports  w^ere 
made — but  are  not  recited  —  and  it  was  voted  '^That  the 
Members  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society  will  cheerfully 
lend  their  aid  in  support  of  the  benevolent  designs 
of  the  Clergy  in  reforming  the  Seamen,"  etc.,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed,  to  co-operate  with  the 
Reverend  Gentlemen  of  the  Clergy,  and  to  aid  in 
procuring  subscriptions  to  defray  the  expenses  thereof." 

The  7th  April,  181 2,  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  the 
very  emphatic  definition  there  given  of  what  is  even 
now  a  debated  question,  viz:  ''That  all  vessels  having 
Coasting  Licences  are  and  ought  to  be  considered  as 
Coasting  Vessels,  and  all  vessels  that  trade  regularly 
between  the  Ports  of  the  United  States  —  and  no  others." 

The  14th  April  saw  a  special  meeting  called  to  give 
special  recommendation  as  to  method  and  management 
of  Scituate  Light.  Matters  of  relief,  appointment,  pro- 
motion and  dismissal  of  pilots,  with  other  Society  mat- 
ters, unimportant  now,  continue  till  the  Annual  meeting, 
November  3d,  181 2.  On  that  occasion  Wm.  Smith 
resigned  the  office  of  Treasurer,  and  is  was  voted  *-That 
he  have  the  thanks  of  the  Society  for  his  faithful  services 
while  Treasurer,  a  period  of  seventeen  years,  in  which 
time  the  funds  of  the  Society  have  increased  from 
$5,495  85c    to    $15,011  94c,   making    an    increase  of 
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$9,516  09c,  that  is  the  amount  of  Stock  Specie  Vahie 
Janry  1795.  amounted  to  $5,495  S5C,  and  on  Nov.  3d, 
1S12,  to  $15,011  94c,  as  it  now  stands  as  per  schedule 
A:  acct  on  file." 

At  this  meetin<i^  it  was  found  that  a  custom  having 
pre\aile(l  for  tlie  kite  President  to  hold  the  chair 
throughout  the  nieetinL(,  when  a  new  President  had  been 
elected,  was  "improper  and  withal  incorrect,"  it  was 
voted,  •*  I'hat  as  soon  as  the  new  President  is  elected 
he  immediately  take  the  chair  and  preside  as  such  & 
commence  the  duties  of  his  office  &c."  Voted,  That 
the  !*>ociet\'  have  }io  ^Vnnual  dinner  this  \ear  in  conse- 
c|uence  of  the  distressed  situation  of  Connnerce  and  our 
beloved  Country." 

••The  l)usiness  of  the  .Vnnual  Meetinii^  closed  bv 
refreshments  and  ^slembers  all  dispersed  by  ^  past  S 
P.  M." 

Xo  business  of  special  record  marks  the  meetin<^"s  of 
the  Societv  from  this  date  till  ist  March.  1814.  ^vhen  a 
committee  was  appointed  "to  consider  the  expediency 
of  ha\  inLC  IIarl)or  Master  for  the  Port  of  Boston  and 
Charlestow  n.  and  if  ex}:)e(lient  to  desi^-nate  the  duties  to 
be  ])erfornK'(l  and  the  compensation  he  shall  recei\"e 
therefor  and  rej^ort  to  be  made  at  the  next  (luarleiK 
meeting." 

( )n  Ma\  ^(1.  iSi.j.  the  Committee  reported  it  of  the 
tirst  impoilaiice  to  the  securitx  and  eonxenienee  ol 
vessels  arrix  int;-  at  these  ports  that  such  an  otlicer  should 
be  appointed  the\  su^^est  the  appoiiUment  should  \  est 
i  n  t  he  ( io\"ein<  )i-  and  Council,  and  i;i\e  a  full  sunnnary 
of  what  the\  eoiieeixc  should  b^'  his  powcTs  and  duties. 
rhe\'  .L,d\e  as  t'urnished   b\    the  then   CoUector  t)f  this 
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Port,  the  number  of  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  ports, 
with  their  tonnage  as  follows  : 


^^ear . 

^0    nf  \^pt;Qplt; 

Tons . 

1 80-4 

ouu 

112,391 

1805 

920 

122,231 

1806 

.  I0S3 

138,203 

1807 

9S5 

134,836 

1 80S 

376 

48,187 

1809 

524 

67,095 

1810 

727 

1811 

615 

92,634 

In  eight  years. 

6,120 

811,133 

showing  an  average  tonnage  per  vessel  of  132^^  tons. 
They  say  as  the  arduous  duties  of  this  office  will 
require  great  energy  in  their  execution  a  suitable  com- 
pensation should  be  made  to  a  man  of  adequate  talents," 
and  recommend  petitions  and  suggestions  to  the  General 
Congress,  the  Legislature,  and  Collector  of  the  port. 

July  5th,  1814,  is  the  following  record  :  "This  meet- 
ing w^as  called  to  consider  and  act  upon  the  following 
communication  from  the  Selectmen  of  Boston  by  their 
Committee  Benj.  Weld,  Esqr." 

July  I  St,   1 8 14. 
To   yo/m  Hollajid  Esqr^   Presideiit  of  the  ]3osto7i 
Marine  Society  : 

Sir  : — The  Board  of  Selectmen  having  consulted 
those  Members  of  the  Honorable  Council  composing  the 
Military  Committee  under  the  direction  of  the  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  also  the 
Commandant  of  the  Navy  department  Commodore 
Bainbridge,  and  those  Gentlemen  having  recommended 
among  other  defences  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  to  prepare 
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a  iU'iml)L'r  of  Hulks  to  sink  in  the  Channel  between 
Forts  W  arren  Independence,  the  Hoard  appointed  the 
undersigned  a  Coniniittee  to  sec  their  vote  to  that  eflect 
carried  into  execution.  I  ha\  e  therefore  to  solicit  thro 
you  the  aid  and  ad\  ice  of  the  Trustees  and  such  other 
nienihers  of  the  Boston  Marine^  vSociet\'  as  the\'  shall 
see  lit  to  appoint,  in  carr\'in^'  the  order  of  the  l>oard 
of  Selectmen  irito  etVect.  it  is  their  wish  to  obtain 
a  num])er  of  Hulks  on  Loan  of  those  Gentlemen  v^hip 
owners  who  are  patriotically  inclined  to  aid  in  the 
defence  of  our  IIarl')or,  to  recei\  e  compensation  for  such 
dama^-e  as  the  Vessels  may  sustain,  and  in  case  of  total 
loss  that  the  \^essels  should  be  appraised,  at  the  time 
they  are  loaned,  in  order  that  a  fair  price  ma\  be  ]:)aid 
therefor,  and  which  the  subscriber  in  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  for  the  Town  of  Boston  will  i;ive 
his  oblif^ation.  It  is  their  request  also  that  a  Committee 
of  your  vSociet\"  to  ascertain  the  widtii  and  depth  of  the 
Channel  where  it  would  be  necessar\'  to  sink  the  Hulks, 
and  also  to  encjuire  for  and  obtain  such  W'ssels  as  will 
answer  for  this  purpose  on  the  abo\e  conditions.  It  is 
likewise  respectfulK  recjuested  that  the  (lentlemen  of 
the  Marine  Societ\  would  su^'^est  the  best  means  of 
raising"  the  \'essel.s  id'ter  the\  are  sunk  if  necessitx  should 
ie(|uire  it.  and  apj:)oint  one  or  more  persons  to  see  them 
j)ie])ared  and  moored  in  their  proper  destination,  and 
the  ni'cessarx'  expenses  attending"  this  business  will  be 
defrax'ed  b\-  the  Selectmen. 

I  am  most  respccttiilK  \our()bc'(l.  Scixt 

(Si^iu'd)      r)i.\  |\  W'Ki.n, 
one   ot  tlie    Srlrclmen    ot"  ihr   '!\)\\n  ot"  r)()>ton,  and  a 
Committee  a))p<)iiUe(l  for  this  sj)c'cial  purj-)ose. 
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A  committee  of  seven,  Capt.  Holland,  Tristram 
Barnard,  Benjamin  Rich,  Winslow  Lewis,  Samuel 
Eames,  Setli  Webber,  and  Joseph  West,  was  appointed, 
to  report  on  this  matter  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  on  the  2d  August,  18 14, 
the  following  report  was  made  by  this  Committee  : 

Boston,  9th  July,  18 14. 

Benj.  Weld  Esq r : 

Sir  : — Having  received  a  request  from  you  that  the 
Boston  Marine  Society  should  raise  a  Committee  to  aid, 
advise  &  assist  you  in  getting  and  preparing  Hulks  &c. 
The  Society  met  on  Tuesday  evening  last  and  appointed 
a  Committee  of  seven  who  have  had  two  meetings  and 
have  considered  the  business  generally.  They  find  the 
Channell  between  Governors  Island  and  the  Upper 
middle  ground  to  be  about  720  feet  wide  and  twenty 
four  feet  deep  at  low  water.  It  will  take  four  or  five 
Hulks  qf  220  to  250  tons  to  block  up  the  channel.  The 
expense  of  preparing  and  fitting  said  Hulks,  provided 
they  are  not  sunk  but  returned  to  their  owners  again 
would  exceed  Tw^elve  thousand  dollars.  If  they  are 
sunk  it  would  be  impossible  to  calculate  the  expense. 
The  practicability  of  raising  them  is  at  least  doubtful  if 
they  are  to  continue  any  considerable  time  sunk.  The 
injury  to  the  Channel  and  Town  might  be  of  great 
importance.  The  Committee  therefore  think  the  meas- 
ure inexpedient  and  hope  some  other  means  of  defence 
will  be  adopted.  Altho  it  does  not  immediately  come 
under  the  instructions  of  the  Committee  to  advise  to 
other  measures,  yet  as  they  are  placed  in  responsible 
situations,  they  wish  to  suggest  to  you  the  great  impor- 
tance •of  Fortifying  Noddles  Island,   a  situation  that 
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AIilitar\'  men  acknowledge  wv.w  conmKuul  our  upper 
Harbor.  Works  niii^-lit  be  constructed  and  cannon 
placed  there  at  a  small  expense  and  a  small  detachment 
of  the  artillery  do  the  duty.  ^'()U  would  then  have  a 
rall\  ini4"  point  and  coxer  tor  a  certain  pint  of  xour  Town 
militia  which  mii^ht  in  a  ver\'  short  time  be  })ut  into 
Forts  provided  vou  ha\e  boats  readv  for  that  ])urp()se. 
We  woidd  also  su^"^"est  to  \"ou.  the  expediencx  of  ha\  ini;" 
temporar\'  works  made  on  the  North  I)atter\-  Wdiarf  or 
an\-  other  wharf  a  Militar\-  Committee  mav  think  best. 
In  case  of  o-eneral  alarm  there  wotild  tmdoul^tedh  be 
great  confusion,  the  men  who  are  to  defend  \  ()ur  town 
ouLi"ht  to  ha\"e  works  to  protect  them. 

With  respe'ct  xour  Obedt  vSei'vnts, 

vSio-ncd  by  all  the  Committee. 
Bc)ij.   W  eld  Jisi])'  and  all  the  Se/eet/nen  of  the  To-ie>i 
of  Boston  d'C  : 

Time,  which  chan^'cs  all  thing's.  howe\'er.  soon 
changed  the  vSocietx's  o})inion.  On  the  9th  September, 
followini;',  a  special  meeting-  was  called  at  Concert  Hall, 
at  which  fortv-one  members  were  })resent,  and  the 
President  read  the  f  )llo\\  i ul;- : 

The  undersigned  appcMuled  a  Committee  b\  the 
honorable  the  Council  ot'  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  eiujuire  ot'  the  Selectmen  anil  ot'  the  Marine 
Societ\  of  the  Town  of  IJoston  their  oj)ini()n  res})ectinL;" 
the  e\))e(lienc\  and  utilii\  of  sinkinL^-  llulks  or  othei' 
(  )bst  iiict  i(  )ns  in  an\  pait  of  lioston  llaibor,  tor  the 
pur))()se  of  impediiiL^"  the  approach  ot"  iaiemxs  \essels  ot 
War  to  the  Town;  o|'  the  tacilit\  when  the  danger  has 
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ceased  of  removing  such  obstructions,  and  of  the  risque 
of  injury  which  might  arise  therefrom  to  the  navigation 
and  Harbour  of  Boston,  and  also  the  most  advantageous 
positions  for  their  location  should  it  be  deemed  safe  and 
desirable  to  make  them.  Respectfully  request  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  Marine  Society  to  favor  them  with 
the  opinion  above  referred  to  in  writing,  as  speedily  as 
a  due  consideration  of  subjects  so  important  will  allow. 

(Signed)    B.  Pickmax  Jr. 

Council  Chamber, 

Thursday  noon  Septr  8th  1814. 
yoJm  Holland  Esqr  President  Boston  Marine  Society, 

The  subject  being,  in  the  words  of  the  record,  freely 
discussed,"  a  committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to 

draft  an  answer  expressive  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Society"  and  it  here  follows  : 

9th  September,  1814. 
To  the  Committee  appoiitted  by  the  Honble  Conncil 
to  coizfer  with  the  S elect 77ie7z    &  Marijie  Society 
on  the  expediency  of  sinking  Hnlks  in  Bostoii 
Harbor  : 

Gen'n  :  —  The  Marine  Society  considering  the  alarm- 
ing situation  of  the  Tow^n  of  Boston  deem  it  expedient 
that  Hulks  should  be  at  this  time  provided,  fitted  and 
got  to  their  situation  ready  for  sinking  which  can  be 
effected  in  a  few  hours  after  orders  are  given  for  that 
purpose.  The  situation  best  adapted  for  efiectually 
blocking  up  the  channel  appears  to  be  rising  of  the 
upper  middle  ground  above  Forts  Independence  & 
Warren,  a  situation  where  the  forts  can  keep  up  a 
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continual  Fire  on  the  Enemy,  and  it  will  1)C  impossible 
to  approach  the  Town  or  remove  the  Hulks,  while  we 
have  possession  of  the  Forts.  The  Channel  in  the 
situation  pointed  out.  is  about  720  feet  wide  and  twentv 
four  feet  deep  at  low  water,  it  will  require  Hve  Hulks 
of  220  to  250  tons  to  block  it  up.  Common  Merchant 
Ships  can  have  a  passage  over  the  ed^i^e  of  the  middle 
ground.  Altho  some  have  doubted  the  practability 
of  raising  the  Hulks,  the  general  opinion  is  thev  can 
l)e  raised,  if  proper  vessels  are  procured  and  fitted  in 
the  best  manner  and  we  belie\'e  it  can  be  done  without 
any  injur\'  to  the  Channel  or  Harbour.  The  Societv 
have  appointed  a  Committee  of  six  to  aid  and  assist  in 
procuring  the  Hulks  and  preparing  the  same  \\  ho  will 
confer  \\\\\\  your   Honble  Committee   on  the  subject. 

v^igned  by  all  the  Committee. 

Capts.  John  Holland.  l)cnj.  Rich.  Tristram  iKirnard. 
vSeth  Webber,  Thomas  Clements,  and  Mr.  Edward  Cruft 
were  made  a  committee  for  the  conference. 

At  the  Annual  meeting,  Noveml^er  ist,  1S14,  the 
usual  business  was  transacted,  and  it  was  Noted  to 
dispense  with  the  annual  dinner. 

On  the  i6th  Januarx .  iSi^.  a  special  meeting  was 
held  at  Concert  Hall,  when  a  petition  was  presented, 
^'iVom  a  number  of  members  of  the  vSocietx  and  others 
concerned  in  \a\  igation.  leijuesting  the  !^ociet\  to  make 
an  application  to  (jcneial  (ioxernment  of  the  I  .  States 
to  have  the  Eight  House  at  the  entrance  oi'  l)oston 
Harbour  lighted  (hning  the  winter  months,  which 'being 
read  it  was  X'oted.  That  the  Eievidt'iit ,  Ca})ts,  Trlstiam 
liai  nard.  Inaij.  Kich.  iV  W'in^low   Eew  is  be  a  Connnittee 
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to  apply  to  the  Collector  of  the  Port,  stating  to  him  the 
opinion  of  the  Society,  the  utility  and  advantage  that 
would  result  to  the  Coasting  and  other  Trade,  if  the 
prayer  of  the  Petitioners,  should  be  granted." 

Whether  we  are  to  gather  from  this  that  the  Lights 
had  hitherto  never  been  shown  during  the  winter,  or 
only  discontinued  during  the  war,  each  must  judge  for 
himself.  The  wording  seems  to  favor  the  former 
supposition,  though  it  certainly  seems  strange  that  a 
light,  when  most  needed,  should  be  withheld. 

The  ist  March,  1S15,  has  reference  to  a  petition, 
various  opinions,  and  a  voluminous  letter  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  on  rates  and  matters  of  pilotage  for 
the  Port  of  Boston,  of  little  or  no  present  interest, 
except  the  following  extract  from  the  latter.  ''The 
Boston  Marine  Society  beg  leave  respectfully  to  repre- 
sent, that  the  termination  of  the  late  disastrous  War, 
having  enabled  the  Merchants  and  Ship  Owners  to 
resume  their  peaceful  pursuits,  &  many  vessels  being 
about  to  depart  from  our  port,  the  pilotage  for  the 
Harbour  of  Boston  has  become  an  object  of  considerable 
importance,  to  which  the  Society  would  respectfully 
solicit  the  attention  of  the  Executive,"  and  the  main 
value  of  this  is  in  its  reference  to  the  termination  of  the 
war. 

The  usual  routine  business  of  the  Society  is  recorded 
from  quarter  to  quarter,  officers  chosen,  relief  granted 
to  petitioners  for  it,  discussions  of  pilotage  and  pilots, 
of  not  interest  sufficient  to  repeat.  On  the  2d  January, 
1816,  it  was  voted,  ''that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
reply  to  the  Letter  of  Capt.  Winslow  Lewis,  and  to 
ascertain  whether  it  will  be  better  for  tlie  Navigation 
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comino-  into  this  ]>a\'.  to  ha\'c  the  Light  house  now  at 
Scituate  renio\e(l  to  Race  point,  and  if  so  to  form  a 
pettition  to  Compress  on  the  vSubject.  and  to  forward  the 
same  as  soon  as  may  l)e  found  convenient. 

Committee.  Capts.  I^enjamix  Rich, 

William  Sturges, 
Gkouge  C.  Lee." 
Februar\-  6th.  1816,  it  was  \'ote(L  ^'that  a  Petition  ])e 
jDrepared  by  the  Committee  o\\  ALiritime  impro\ements 
this  cvenin^i^,  read  and  accepted,  be  si<^ned  bv  them  and 
to  be  offered  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  of  the  port  of 
Boston  and  Charlestown  for  his  approbation  and  to  pro- 
cure as  many  Signatures  from  the  Xavy  officers  of  the 
U.  States  as  may  be  practiblc, — and  to  forward  the  same 
to  Congress  as  soon  as  possible,  pra\  irjg  that  the  Light 
house  on  Situate  be  extinguished  and  to  transfer  the 
same  to  Race  point." 

Voted.  That  a  Committee  ])e  a}:)p()inted  to  take  into 
consideration  the  letter  of  Mr.  P.  11.  Prosier,  whicii 
the  president  has  read  and  submitted  to  the  v^ociely, 
respecting  the  altitudes,  and  which  subject  is  submitted 
to  the  following  committee  accordingh  . 

Capts.  C.  Li:i:. 

Pi:x)A.  Rich, 
William  vSri  Kcncs." 
Februar}-  27th,  iSiT),  a  Sj)ecial  Meeting  was  called  to 
act  on  a  ])etition  of  SL'\eial  members  ol  the  vSociety 
]:)i-a\  ing  that  the  Societx  '-draft  a  memorial  to  Congress'' 
asking  a  sur\e\'  of  the  Coast  "from  the  east  end  ot'  Long 
island  to  the  North  eastern  extiemits  of  the  piox  inee 
of  Maine."  and  moie  partieularK  the  Shoal  or  !^hoals 
ot  (ieoigesand  Nantucket." 
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March  5th,  1816,  voted,  ''that  the  Secretary  be 
instructed  to  cause  to  be  published  in  the  Columbian 
Centinel  &  Independent  Chronicle  the  following  adver- 
tisement : " 

''Whereas  information  having  been  given  to  the 
Boston  Marine  Society,  that  certain  persons  has  been 
taking  Ballast  from  Nixes  Mate,  contrary  to  Law, 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  any  person  or  persons 
that  may  be  found  takeing  Ballast  or  Stones  from  said 
place,  will  be  prosecuted  as  the  Law  directs." 

On  May  7th,  1816,  the  President  w^as  "requested  to 
wait  on  the  Governor  and  Council  to  request  that  a 
suitable  person  be  appointed  to  take  care  of  and  pay 
attention  to  Nickses  mate  and  to  prevent  depredations 
being  committed  thereon,  as  far  as  possible." 

At  a  special  meeting,  21st  May,  ''  The  President 
having  received  a  letter  from  Genl  H.  Dearborn  Collec- 
tor of  the  Port  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  respecting 
a  Scite,  and  to  have  surveyed  Land  on  which  to  erect 
a  Light  house  on  Race  point,  &c.,  &c.,"  a  committee 
of  Capts.  Barnard,  Hopkins,  Cruft,  and  Sturgis  were 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

At  the  same  meeting,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Collector,  and  ascertain  if  he  could 
"  defer  the  building  of  the  Light  House  in  the  Vineyard 
Sound  untill  it  can  be  ascertained  at  what  place  it  may 
be  most  beneficial  to  the  Vessels  passing  &c." 

October  ist,  1816.  The  President  was  "requested  to 
address  a  letter  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  their 
honors  the  Council,  stating  the  Situation  of  a  Ballast 
Lighter  now  laying  sunk  in  the  Channel  between 
Governors  Island   and  Castle   Island,    and  requesting 
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them  to  consider  and  make  such  order  respecting  the 
same,  as  they  may  judge  proper." 

At  the  Annual  meeting,  5th  November,  18 16.  among 
the  officers  chosen  were  Capts.  Ilolhind,  Barnard,  and 
Sturgis,  a  Committee  to  attend  to  the  Rcguhition  of 
Pilots/' 

The  President  was  requested  to  make  a  representa- 
tion to  the  Govenor  and  Council  praying  that  they  may 
take  into  consideration  the  depredations  ccjmmitted  on 
(jovernors  Island  by  carrying  oti'  the  Ballast  and  doing 
other  injurries  to  the  great  damage  of  Navigation." 

Januarv  7th.  1S17,  Voted  the  Trustees  do  institute  a 
fine  of  Hftv  cents  to  be  paid  by  any  and  every  meml^er 
of  this  Body  who  shall  be  absent  from  the  monthly 
meetings  one  Cjuarter  of  an  hour  after  the  time  specified 
in  their  notification/' — "  the  hues  to  be  collected  by  the 
vSectr\'  and  to  be  appropriated  l)y  \'ote  of  the  majority 
of  mcml)ers  present." 

Fel)ruarv  4th.  1S17,  a  committee  was  a})pointed  "to 
take  into  consideration,  whcthci-  it  be  or  be  not  expe- 
dient to  Erect  a  Light  house  at  the  East  end  of  Long 
Island,  and  to  correspond  with  such  other  v'^ociety  as 
are  or  mav  be  appointed  to  discuss  that  subject;"  and 
at  the  .\muial  meeting  in  No\em])er  following  it  is 
rec<)rde(L  that,  **  in  consecjuence  of  the  Recommenihi- 
tion  ot  the  Connnittee." — *•  this  vSociety  do  unanimously 
a])pr()\e  of  the  same,  and  retjuest  tlie  President  Capt.  P). 
Kich  to  eonnniinieate  this  Note  //  ra/ 11  i red ^ 

At  a  trustee  meeting.  Tuesdaw  7th  April,  iSiS,  -'A 
k'ttei-  ha\ing  been  reeeixed  iVom  Mi.  Thurston  ot  the 
P)<)vt')n  moral  Soeietx  tor  the  instruction  ot'  the  Poor,  it 
was  mo\ed  and  Seconded  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
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to  consider  and  report  on  the  said  Letter  at  the  next 
quarterly  meeting,"  and  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting, 
the  5th  May,  it  was  unanimously  Voted,  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Subject  of  the  Commu- 
nication received  from  Mr.  Thurston  be  accepted." 
Unfortunately  that  report  is  unrecorded. 

At  the  Annual  meeting,  on  3d  November,  iSiS,  at 
the  Exchange  Coffee  House,  the  choice  of  officers, 
auditing  of  accounts,  etc.,  was  gone  through  with,  three 
members  were  expelled  for  non-payment  of  dues,  three 
dismissed  at  their  own  requests  ;  other  delinquents 
permitted  to  remain  on  the  books  till  the-  next  Annual 
meeting,  ''for  determination."  Relief  was  voted  sundry 
applicants,  and  then  we  find  the  following  entry  :  The 
House  being  on  fire  &  no  expectation  of  extinguishing 
it,  the  meeting  is  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next  at  Concert 
Hall  at  6  Oclock." 

At  the  adjourned  meeting,  on  the  loth  November,  the 
business  of  the  annual  meeting  was  finished.  New 
books  of  the  By-Laws  were  ordered.  The  Committee 
appointed,  reported  in  favor  of  a  light-house  at  Long 
Island,  and  a  copy  of  their  report  w^as  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  Johnathan  Mason  Esq.  our  Representative  in 
Congress,"  and  his  influence  in  support  of  the  measure 
was  solicited. 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  5th  January,  1S19,  it  was 
''Voted,  That  the  Vote  of  the  Trustees,  at  this 
meeting  Tuesday  7th  Janry  181 7  relating  to  fines  of 
absent  members  at  the  trustee  meetings  be  and  now  is 
revived,  and  that  all  or  any  meml)ers  absent  fifteen 
minutes  after  the  time  Specified  in  the  notification,  be 
fined  fifty  cents  each,  unless  a  sufficient  excuse  be  given 
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by  such  nicniber  or  members,  and  that  the  tines  now 
due  or  that  hereafter  may  become  due,  be  collected  by 
the  Secretary,  and  the  amount  expended  at  the  monthly 
meeting;-  in  ()cto])er  for  Refreshments,  the  true  time  to 
be  ascertained  by  the  watch  of  the  President  or  Chair- 
man."   Thomas  English,  Secretary. 

February  2d.  181 9.  Voted.  That  the  President  be 
requested  to  write  an  answer  to  iSolomon  Xye  and 
others  of  ProN'incetown.  relative  to  the  ap})ointing  a 
Pilot,  and  referring  tliem  to  the  General  Court." 

The  President  and  Capt.  John  Holland  were  made 

a  Committee  to  write  to  the  Members  in  Congress 
from  this  District  and  to  Capt.  Tristm  Barnard  on  the 
vSubject  of  Georges  Island  requesting  the  aid  of  Congress 
tor  the  protection  of  the  said  Island."  From  what  it 
was  to  be  protected  is  not  apparent.  l)ut  probably  from 
inroads  of  the  sea,  or  of  ballast  men. 

special  meeting  '*was  held  at  Barnums  Hotel  Old 
Proxince  House."  24th  ]March,  181 9,  and  bears  tliis 
record  :  "In  Consequence  of  a  Letter  receiyed  from  II. 
\,  S.  Dearborn  Esqr  collector  of  the  Port  of  Boston  cS: 
vSuperintendant  of  Light  Houses  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
cluisetts.  re(|uesting  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  to 
designate  a  Site  on  wliich  to  erect  a  Liglit  house  on 
Long  Ishuid  in  l)()ston  r)a\ .  it  is  proposed  and  Seconded 
that  sucli  Connnittee  be  ap})()inted  to  consist  ot'  li\e 
persons.  When  the  toUowing  (ientlemen  were  nomi- 
nated W'inslow  Lewis.  l>enj.  Rich,  W'm.  Sturgis,  IW'iij. 
Smith  and  Xehi'niiah  Pai'sons." 

At  a  tiiisiee  meeting.  C)th  Aprib  iSn).  a  eomnnmi- 
eation  \\a^  ieeei\i-(L  I'ehiting  to  ])ilots  and  })ilotage 
of'    Martha's    \'iiR'\;ir(l   and    Nantucket    ShoaL.    and  a 
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Committee  of  three  appointed  to  look  into  the  mat- 
ters referred  to. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  3d  August,  The  Commit- 
tee on  Vineyard  Pilots  beg  leave  to  report  progress,  but 
on  account  of  the  sickness  of  one  of  the  Committee, 
beg  leave  to  make  further  report  at  a  future  meeting." 

At  a  Trustee  Meeting  at  Forster's  Coffee  House,  Court 
street,  January  4th,  1S20,  it  was  voted,  ''That  all  the 
fines  heretofore  incurred  by  the  Trustees  for  non  attend- 
ance at  the  Monthly  Meetings,  be  &  are  hereby 
remitted,  and  the  monies  collected  by  the  Secretary  to 
be  returned,  and  paid  at  this  meeting." 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  Forster's 
Coffee  House,  Court  street,  i6th  August  1820,  ''  A 
Qiiorum  of  the  Society  being  present,  it  was  moved 
and  Seconded  that  a  Committee  of  one  be  chosen, 
to  collect  sort  and  Count  the  Votes  for  a  Treasurer,  to 
be  chosen  in  the  room  of  Andrew  Sigourney  Esqr 
Deceased — when  Capt.  David  Higgins  was  unanimously 
elected." 

"  On  counting  the  Votes  it  was  found  that  William 
Cochran  Esqr,  had  a  unanimous  Vote  for  Treasurer 
of  the  Boston  Marine  Society  for  the  remainder  of  the 
Current  year  and  is  therefore  elected  Treasurer."  WJio 
was  in  reality  chosen  Treasurer  would  appear  to  be  in 
doul^t,  but  for  the  fact  that  after  sundry  resolutions  as  to 
future  proceedings  looking  to  care  of  the  Society's  funds 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Sigourney,  deceased,  we  find  it 
voted,  ''That  the  Secretary  notify  Mr.  Cochran  of  his 
been  chosen  Treasurer  of  this  Society." 

At  the  Annual  November  meeting,  1820,  a  petition 
was  read  ''from  several  Inhabitants  of  Chatham,  to 
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ha\'e  i)i'anch  Pilots  appointed  for  Chatham  cS:  Nantucket 
Shoals."  and  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed  to 
look  into  the  matter.  It  was  likewise  \  oted.  That  a 
Committee  of  three  Gentlemen  be  appointed  to  Petition 
the  Honorable  the  (jeneral  Court  of  this  commonwealth 
at  their  next  vScssion,  Pravini^  that  this  Societ\-  mav  be 
Empowered  at  their  annual  meetings  in  future,  to  choose 
and  appoint  two  or  more  vSuital:)le  2:)ersons  to  act  as  Port 
W^irdens  and  vSur\c\'ors  for  the  harl^our  of  Boston,  in 
order  that  the  doein^s  of  vSuch  persons  ma\'  be  legal  and 
valid  in  Law."  Wm.  Sturgis,  Nathaniel  Curtis,  and 
Winslow  Lewis  were  made  the  committee,  and  it  was 
voted.  That  the  vSecretary  write  a  letter  to  the  District 
Judge  of  the  United  vStates  tor  this  District,  the  honor- 
able John  Davis,  informing  him  of  the  names  of  the 
Port  Wardens  appointed  at  this  meeting  tS:  their  duties." 

For  sc\eral  \-ears  past  no  return  appears  of  the 
hnancial  condition  of  tlie  v^ocietw  l)ut  at  the  ^Vnnual 
meeting.  N()\embcr  6tii,  1820,  the  imested  funds  as 
gix'en  in  l)ank.  insurance,  and  other  stock.s  and 
securities,  show  a  total  of  $18,888.33. 

At  the  Trustee  Meeting,  2d  January,  iSji.  the  Com- 
mittee j)re\  iousl\-  appointed,  reported  in  fa\  ()r  ot'  buoys 
on  Nantucket  v^lioals.  and  to  petition  Congress  tor  the 
same,  and  anotiier  conunittee.  to  w  hom  the  matter  was 
refeii'ed.  reported.  *  *  i  nexpedient  to  ha\e  Ibanches 
gi"aiite(l  loi"  Piloting  W's^els  iiUo  Chatliaiu  llarlu)ur." 
At  thi'  <juailerl\'  meeting.  1st  Ma\ .  iSji.  it  was 
X'oted.  That  the  Conunittee  appointed  to  pettition 
the  llonoiable  the  (iiaieral  L'ourt    for  purj)ose  ol 

emj)oweriiig  the  Soeiet\  to  ap))oiiU  Port  W  ar(k*ns  tor 
tlie  Poi  t  oi   P)o-^ton,  be  di^chargeil  tVoni  that  dut\ ,  being 
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deemed  inexpedient,  and  unanimously  voted  accord- 
ingly." Another  resolution  with  reference  to  pilotage 
of  the  port,  was  passed. 

A  special  meeting  was  called,  35th  July,  to  elect  a 
Treasurer,  in  place  of  William  Cochran,  deceased,  and 
Joseph  Tilden  was  elected. 

At  the  Annual  meeting,  on  the  6th  November,  1821, 
it  was  voted,  That  Nathan  Bridge,  Charles  Bradbury 
and  G.  Cook  Jr  Esqr  be  requested  to  designate  the  time 
during  the  Summer  Season  when  this  Spciety  may  have 
a  Dinner  in  the  lower  harbor,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
engage  the  Steam  Boat,  and  to  collect  the  names  of  such 
members  as  may  choose  to  attend  on  that  occasion,  to 
provide  the  same,  and  to  regulate  and  order  all  proper 
and  necessary  things  accordingly." 

This  is  specially  worthy  of  notice,  as  being  the  first 
mention  of  steam  in  the  records.  A  list  of  Stock  and 
other  securities  the  property  of  the  Boston  Marine 
Society,"  as  shown  at  this  meeting,  foots  up  $19,138.33, 
wdiich  amount  is  receipted  for  by  Joseph  Tilden, 
Treasurer. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Exchange  Cofiee  House,  on 
the  3d  May,  1S33,  it  was  voted,  that  the  Hon.  Joseph 
Tilden  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  be  authorized  to  receive 
of  Lot  Wheelright  Esqr  Executor,  such  legacy  as  is 
expressed  in  the  said  Will  of  the  late  Capt.  Seth 
Webber,  and  that  the  said  Treasurer  be  fully  empowered 
to  receipt  for  the  same."  It  appears  by  record  of  the 
quarterly  meeting,  6th  August,  the  amount  of  this 
legacy  was  $1000,  and  it  was  proposed,  that  a  \^ote  of 
thanks  recorded  on  the  books  of  this  Societv." 
''Voted  according!}'  that  this  vSociety  receive  this  Legacy 
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of  their  late  Worth}'  brother  Capt.  vSeth  Webber  with 
that  ^^-rcatfuhiess  and  respect,  which  the\'  esteem  most 
honorable  to  his  memory,  and  that  they  consider  it  a 
duty  to  place  upon  their  records  this  evidence  of  munifi- 
cence tK:  Charity,  as  a  proof  of  his  i^-oodness  and  that  it 
has  been  dulv  appreciated." 

It  is  noticeable  that  there  is  a  not  uncommon  rec[uest 
from  members,  to  l)e  dismissed  from  the  vSocietv.  wliich 
is,  in  all  cases,  ^^'ranted.  thoui^'h  full  pa\  n"ient  of  dues  is 
made  a  condition. 

A  cjuarterly  meetini^.  4th  February,  1S23,  was  held  at 
the  Exchanc^'e  Cotree  House.  Xothinq;  wortln  of  note 
transpired.  twent\ -two  members  were  })rescnt.  and  in 
pencil  is  written  on  the  page;  20  Suppers.  5  r)()ts 
Wine.  2  do  Cvder.  1  (|rt  brandy,"  showing-  that  moder- 
ation characterized  their  meetings. 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  7th  October,  1S23,  four  were 
proposed  as  members,  Capt.  ^Vlexander  Campbell,  ship 

SoutJi  Boston  r  Jabez  Howes,  jr..  ship  Mi^ioit 
\'cruon.^'  Philip  l^ox.  ship  E  fficrii/J  and  Joshua  G. 
Dickson,  shi}:)  I Icrald ^  At  the  ^Vnnual  meeting,  all 
were  admitted  but  Capt.  Fox,  through  whose  name  a 
pen  is  (h  awn.  but  no  statement  made  \\  by  he  was  not 
voted  in.  This  ship  R)}icraldr  under  I\)\'s  com- 
mand, was  said  to  ha\e  made  the  'passage  from  Ll\er- 
pool  to  I>oston.  in  thii'teen  davs — or  at  all  e\ents,  undei" 
fourteen  —  claimed  to  ha\e  been  tlie  shortest  passage 
e\cT  made  b\'  sailing  \essel.  between  the  j^ort^.  Mi', 
lames  Collins,  tormerh  a  master  sliip-buildei  in  IM \ - 
mouth,  now  li\  ing.  informed  the  \\  ritei"  ot  tliese  extiacts, 
that  not  manv  \  ears  a-^o  1^»\  waN  in  Pb  nionth,  cook  of 
a  fishing  schooner,  that  had  put  in  there  tor  a  harbor. 
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and  that  he  saw  and  talked  with  him  several  times  on- 
that  occasion.  Fox  was  still  proud  and  boastful  of  his 
short  passage  in  the  Emerald^ 

At  this  meeting,  ^'Letters  from  the  President  of  the 
Charleston  S  Carolina  Marine  Society,  and  from 
James  M.  Elford  of  the  same  City,  recommending  and 
soliciting  patronage  for  the  invention  of  Mr.  Elford.  in 
the  use  of  his  Marine  Telegraph,  or  universal  Signal 
Book,  a  copy  of  which    they  have  also  presented." 

These  letters  being  read,  it  was  Voted  that  a  Commit- 
tee of  three  Gentlemen  be  appointed  to  examine  into, 
their  utility  &  advantages,  and  to  return  to  John  Pratt 
Esqr  President  of  the  Chlstn  Marine  Society  and  to 
Air.  Elford  suitable  answers." 

The  stock  and  securities  of  the  Society  this  year,  show- 
$20,736.95. 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  6th  January,  1S34,  this  record 
appears  :  The  Honbl  Josiah  Quincy  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  having  requested  the  opinion  of  the  Boston 
Marine  Society,  respecting  the  wasting  of  the  Islands 
in  the  Harbor  of  Boston  by  the  inroads  of  the  Sea,  and 
also  upon  the  necessity  of  their  becoming  Public  prop- 
erty, that  means  may  be  takeil  to  secure  the  remains 
of  them  particularly  Georges  and  Lo veils  Islands," 

''Voted  that  a  respectfull  letter  be  addressed  to  the 
Mayor  and  Signed  by  the  Trustees  exprissive  of  their 
opinion  upon  the  Subject,  and  agreeable  to  which  Vote 
the  following  letter  was  addressed  to  him  accordingly." 

Boston  January  1824. 
Sir: — The  wasting  of  the  Islands  in  the  harbour  of 
Boston,  that  arc  exposed  to  the  inroads  of  the  vSea,  has 
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been  a  tVequent  subject  of  discussion,  and  an  object  of 
solicitude,  to  the  Members  of  the  Boston  marine 
Society.  Impressed  with  the  Knowledge  of  vour  dispo- 
sition to  improve  promote  the  general  welfare  of  the 
City,  and  having  been  informed  of  your  recent  \'isit  to 
Deer  Island  with  the  intention  of  takeing  measures  to 
secure  that  important  barrier  of  our  Harbour.  We  with 
pleasure  address  to  you  a  few  facts,  to  shew  the  neces- 
sity of  immediate  measmes,  being  attempted,  to  secure 
the  remains  of  Georges  k,  Lovells  Islands,  and  our 
opinion  of  the  disadvantages  arising  from  their  continu- 
ing to  be  held  as  private  property. 

Then  follow  good  and  wise  reasons  for  protection  of 
the  islands  named,  from  inroads  of  the  elements,  or  of 
avarice,  and  strong  recommendation  thev  be  purchased 
and  controlled  by  the  city,  or  other  Public  authoritv." 
This  letter  was  signed  by  all  the  Trustees,  and  addressed 
to  the  Honorable  Josiah  Qiiincy,  jNIayor,  City  of  Boston. 

At  the  Annual  meeting,  1824,  on  November  2d.  the 
customary  business  was  gone  through  with,  and  it  was 
voted,  That  Capt.  Josiidi  i)arnard  be  expelled  from 
this  Society  for  improper  <S:  bad  conduct,  <S:  his  account 
closed.''  The  funds  and  securities  of  the  Society  at  this 
date  are  stated  as  $21,266.95. 

At  the  tiustee  meeting,  7th  December.  1S2.}.  the 
subject  of  compensation  to  the  *•  vSecretarv  for  extra 
services  during  the  hist  nine  \ears,"  was  considered,  and 
a  connnittee  chosen  to  look  into  the  matter  and  rej)orl 
thereon. 

'I'hen  is  recortk'd  tliat,  In  conse(|uence  of  a  Conunu- 
nication  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale  I'2.  1).  Hangs  k^scp 
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and  at  the  request  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  &  the 
Honble  Councilh  the  Boston  Marine  Society  have  inves- 
tigated the  causes  of  a  complaint  made  by  Messrs 
Sargent  &  Brooks  against  Mr.  Lemuel  Ayers.  one  of 
the  Branch  Pilots  of  the  Port  of  Boston,  and  ask  leave 
to  report, 

That  we  find  the  statement  made  by  Messrs  vSargent 
&  Brooks,  in  their  communication  of  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  to  be  substantially  correct,  and  that  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Avers  in  refusing  to  take  the  Ship  ^Shylock'  to 
sea  when  required  so  to  do,  was  highly  improper  and 
deserving  of  sensure  ; — but  as  it  appears  that  Mr.  Ayers 
had  some  reason  to  believe  another  pilot  was  engaged  to 
take  the  Ship  '  Shylock'  to  sea,  and  therefore  acted  under 
the  eronious  opinion  that  he  was  not  bound  to  take  the 
charge  of  that  vessel  and  in  consideration  of  having 
hitherto  been  considered  a  faithful  and  efficient  Pilot, 
We  respectfully  request  that  he  may  not  be  deprived  of 
his  Branch,  for  this  neglect  but  may  be  admonished  in 
such  manner  as  the  Governor  &  Councill  shall  in  their 
wisdom  think  proper. 

Respectfully  Submitted  by  order  of  the  Trustees." 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  4th  January,  1S35,  The 
Committee  on  Light  Houses,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
communication  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Nantucket, 
relative  to  a  floating  light  on  Tuckernuck  Shoal," 
reported  favorably,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  report  be 
accepted,  and  that  the  President  of  this  Society  l)e 
requested  to  make  a  representation  to  the  Honble  Con- 
gress of  the  L^nited  States  in  conformity  &  to  transmit 
the  Same  to  Mr.  Webster,  the  representati\  e  from  this 
district  for  presentation  &  support." 
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At  the  quarterly  nicetini^-.  ist  February,  1S25.  at  the 
Excliangc  CoMec  House.  15  members  present ;  ag-ain  a 
pencil  memorandum,  13  vSuppers.  2  l)ottlcs  Wine  i 
Jui;-  W  Puncii."  It  was  voted,  at  this  meeting-.  That 
the  vSecretary  be  requested  to  write  a  letter  to  Mrs. 
Stephens  in  answer  to  her  application  presented  to  this 
Societ}-  by  the  Committee  of  relief,  stating  that  this 
Society  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  such 
distressed-members  their  Widdows  &  families  as  are  in 
decayed  Sircumstances  in  want  of  immediate  Support, 
not  having  producti\'e  or  convertible  property.  vSuch  by 
enquiry  not  being  her  Situation,  they  decline  for  the 
present  complying  with  her  request,  but  at  the  same 
time  assuring  her  that  should  she  hereafter,"  which  (jod 
forl^icl.  be  in  necessitous  vSircumstances.  lhe\'  will 
immediateh'  take  her  case  into  consideration  and  act 
accordingly." 

J^undrv  resolutions,  with  reference  to  the  disposal  or 
investment  of  the  Society's  funds,  were  passed,  at  this 
and  the  trustee  meeting,  April  5th,  1835. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  2d  August,  following.  A 
letter  from  Capt.  Moses  Inglee  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent lia\  ing  been  read,  respecting  his  controN  ers\-  w  ith 
Z.  C(K)k  ]^]s(|r.  and  ha\  ing  debated  the  subject,  it  was 
decided  b\-  \()te.  tliat  this  v^ocietx  ha\e  nothing  to  ilo 
with  the  disputes  of  its  members,  out  of  the  meetings, 
imless  the  coinj)laints  come  within  the  iSth  Article  ot 
the  I)\  Laws."  The  article  referred  to  is  probably 
Article  2()th  of  the  present  edition. 

\\    the   Annual    meeting,    .\o\ember,    iSj^.  \oted. 

That  the  vSpeeial  Committee  heretofore  raised  be 
re(|ueste(l    to   in\f  stigate    tlie    coiuhict    ot'  the    Tilots  ot 
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this  harbour,  and  to  devise  some  mode  to  correct  the 
abuses  so  constantly  complained  of,  and  so  injurious  to 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  Section  of  the  U. 
States."  And  further  on,  again  voted,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pilots  be  requested  to  cause  an  Article  on  the 
Subject  to  them  referred,  to  be  published  in  the  Public 
papers,  and  all  other  means  in  their  powder  to  be  used  to 
correct  the  great  &  many  abuses  complained  of  so 
constantly,  of  the  bad  conduct  of  the  Pilots  of  the  harbor 
of  Boston/' 

At  a  quarterly  meeting,  7th  February,  1826,  it 
w^as  moved  and  seconded,  and  apparently  carried, 
though  it  is  not  so  stated,  that  the  arrearages  due 
by  Capt.  Wm.^  Kempton  amounting  to  fifteen  dollars, 
and  that  of  Capt.  James  Morgan  of  nine  dollars,  be 
remitted  in  consequence  of  the  former  being  sick  & 
unable  to  jDay,  and  the  latter  being  deceased,  leaving 
no  property." 

It  is  safe  to  say,  two  better  reasons  for  action,  or 
non-action,  cannot  be  found  in  the  chronicles  of  any 
society  in  existence. 

^'At  a  Monthly  or  Trustee  meeting  of  the  Boston 
Marine  Society  held  at  the  Exchange  Coftee  House 
on  tuesday  the  4th  day  of  July  1826.  Present  Wm. 
Sturgis  Esqr  being  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  and  a  general  Jubilee — a 
c[uorum  could  not  attend  —  and  no  business  appearing 
before  the  Society,  had  there  had  been  a  quorum, 
this  meeting  is  adjourned."  The  attendance  seems  to 
have  been  extremely  small,  and  the  grammar  somewhat 
hazy,  hwi  not  perliaps  more  so,  than  was  to  be  expected 
on  such  a  day  of     general  Jubilee." 
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\  special  nicetini(  of  the  Societs'  was  called,  at  the 
recjuest  of'  (Tcneral  Dearborn.  Collector  of  the  Port,  on 
the  2^(1  Juh'.  1S26.  ••respecting;-  two  Li^-ht  houses,  one 
contemplated  to  he  built  on  Loni;-  Point  at  or  near  the 
entrance  to  Proxincetown  harhoui".  and  the  other  on 
Saiuh  neck  in  1  )arnstal)le."  l>oth  jDroposals  found  fa\ or 
in  the  sight  of  the  vSociet\'. 

^Vnother  special  meeting  was  held  at  the  Exchange 
Coflee  House.  29th  July.  1826.  when  ••  The  President 
informed  the  meeting,  that  some  of  the  elder  members 
had  called  upon  him.  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  the 
vSociet\' Joining  in  the  procession  that  is  to  take  place  on 
\\'e(lnes(la\  next.  t\:  of  their  walking  togeather  as  a 
vSocietw  the  late  Hon.  John  Adams. ha\ing  been  a 
member  for  years.  the\-  thought  it  a  (lut\  incumbent 
on  the  vS()ciet\  to  shew  this  mark  of  respect  to  his 
memorv.  pro\  ided  the  Committee  of  arrangements  would 
assign  them  a  place,  in  the  procession.  The  ])resident 
t'urthei'  stated  that  in  consecpience  of  this  suggestion  he 
had  made  known  to  the  Connnittee  of  arrangements 
the  w  ish  of  the  vSoeietw  but  had  as  yet  recei\ed  no 
defintixe  answer  from  them,  and  had  now  called  the 
meeting  of  the  Trustees  to  lax  the  business  before  them. 
\\'hei-eu])on.  X'oted.  as  tiie  opinion  ol'  tliis  meeting,  that 
e\er\  mark  ot'  respect  in  theii"  powei'  ought  t(»  be 
rendered  b\-  the  Societ\  to  the  memoix  ot  the  late 
llonhle  john  Ackunswho  was  tlieii-  Seni(»r  Membei'  at 
the  time  ot'  his  (k'Cease.  and  that  lhe\  will  join  the 
pi"oces<ion  on  \\  e(hies(ki\  next,  and  w  alk  as  a  bodx  , 
w  ith  soinr  appropriate  badge-  ot  mourning,  pro\  ided  an 
inxitation  shall  lu-  gi\en  and  a  ))lace  asvigiR-d  duii^.  b\ 
the  Committee  ot'  Arrangement^." 
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Whether  the  invitation  was  given,  or  whether  any 
joined  the- procession,  "as  a  body,"  does  not  appear, 
and  one  can  scarcely  fail  to  wonder,  if  the  late  Senior 
Member,"  to  whom  they  would  pay  such  respect,  had 
ever  once  during  the  fifty-eight  years  of  membership, 
attended  one  single  meeting  of  the  vSociety. 

The  Treasurer's  —  Thomas  B.  Wales  —  accounts 
show  the  funds  and  securities  of  the  Society,  on  the  6th 
November,  1826,  to  have  been,  $21,588.95. 

At  the  c^uarterly  meeting,  6th  February,  1827,  held  at 
the  Marlborough  Hotel,  a  committee  reported  favorably 
on  ''Elfords  Telegraphic  P'lags  as  Marine  Signals;" 
considering  them  a  '^Very  useful  &  Valuable  invention." 

A  verbal  communication  from  William  vSturgis  was 
made,  relative  to  the  regulation  of  Pilots,"  and  a 
committee  of  three,  '^appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  petitioning  the  U.  S.  Govermt,  for  the 
removing  of  Scituate  Light  house." 

A  special  meeting  was  called  at  the  Marlborough, 
20th  February,  1827,  in  consequence  of  a  Petition  to 
the  Honble  General  Court  of  this  Commonwealth  by  a 
compan^^  of  Gentlemen  praying  for  leave  to  erect  Mills 
on  Pudding  ^^oint  Gut,  and  deeming  such  erection  injuri- 
ous to  the  Navigation  of  this  Harbour  in  a  very  alarming 
degree,"  the  President  desired  ''the  sense  of  this  meeting 
on  the  subject."  ''After  a  full  discussion"  a  committee 
was  appointed,  to  take  --such  steps  on  the  part  of  this 
Society,  as  may  prevent  their  Obtaining  such  liberty  or 
any  other,  that  would  be  likely  to  obstruct  or  in  any 
way  injure  the  Harbor  or  its  Channells." 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  3d  April,  1827.  -AVm.  Sturgis 
Esqr  chairman  of  tlie  Committee  to  connnunicatc  with 
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the  Leij^islature  re.spcctin<^  Pilots,  made  report  that  an 
act  was  passed,  authorizing  the  Trustees  of  this  Society 
to  orii^anize  a  System  for  such  piu'pose  subject  to  the 
apj)r()])ation  of  the  Governor  &  Council,"  and  a  commit- 
tee of  three  was  accordini^ly  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

At  the  (piarterly  meeting,  May  ist,  the  "Committee 
on   wSituate    Light    House,"   made   a   report   that  was 

unanimously  accepted,"  but  the  nature  and  purport  of 
it  is  not  recorded. 

Se\  eral  ratlier  wordy  communications  and  resolutions, 
in  connection  with  the  pilot  service,  follow,  for  several 
meetings.  l)ut  of  not  sufKcient  interest  to  recite,  and  at 
the  .Vnnual  meeting,  6th  November.  1827.  It  was 
mo\ed  and  seconded  tliat  a  committee  be  raised,  to 
pettition  the  Ilble  General  Court  at  their  next  Session, 
for  a  law  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  Port  Wardens 
for  the  Port  of  Boston,  when  a  debate  ensued  &;  Capt. 
W'm.  vSturgis  and  other  Gentlemen  opposed  the  motion 
as  unnecessary  at  the  present  time,  no  dessision  in  any 
Coui't  having  in  anv  instance  in\alidated  the  usual 
custom,  iS:  as  custom  is  always  respected  in  Courts  of 
Law,  where  no  Statute  exists,  it  was  thought  inexpedient 
to  appoint  such  Committee.  The  (juestion  was*liowever 
taken  <\:  negati\ed  ])y  a  large  X^ote." 

vStocks  and  i:)roi)erties  of  the  Society,  at  this  (Lite. 
$2 1  .S':^6.():;,  showing  the  increase  of  the  \  ear  to  ha\  e 
been  $2  j'S  onl\". 

At  a  tiuistcc  meeting,  |th  I)ecember,  appears  a 
••Petition  of  the  InhaNit;inls  of  T'^dgar  Tow  11  in  tlie 
\'iini:n'(l  Souncb  and  Sniuhx  1  iiliabitants  of  New  Ped- 
tord  and  (  )ther  Towns  in  that  Neighborhood  pra\ing 
the   Congress   of    the    (  iiited    States,    to   cause    to  be 
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erected,  a  causeway  from  the  Beach  in  Edgar  Town  to 
the  flatts,  and  on  wliich  to  erect  a  small  light  house, 
&c  &c."  This  was  favorably  received,  and  it  w^as  voted, 
that  the  matter  be  brought  by  the  vSociety  to  the  notice 
of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Reed,  representative  from  Barn- 
stable County. 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  ist  January,  1828,  -^Sundry 
petitions  to  the  Honble  Congress  of  the  U  States  from 
the  Inhabitants  of  Ipswich,  New^bury  Port,  cape  ann 
and  Sandy  Bay  in  the  Town  of  Gloucester,  and  other 
places  in  that  neighborhood,  togeather  with  a  recommen- 
dation from  the  Marine  Society  of  Salem,"  for  two  small 
harbor  lights  for  Ipsw^ich,  received  favorable  attention. 
It  w^as  likewise  voted,  that  if  the  City  Government 
should  apply  to  this  Society  for  their  Sanction  to  meas- 
ures to  be  adopted  by  the  General  Govermt,  for  the 
preservation  of  any  Island  or  Islands  in  the  outward 
harbour,  whereby  the  inner  harbour  may  be  protected 
and  preserved,  that  this  Society  will  sanction  and  recom- 
mend that  such  measures  be  adopted." 

At  a  quarterly  meeting,  held  at  the  Marlborough,  5th 
February,  1828,  A  number  of  applications  being  pre- 
sented to  this  Society  at  this  meeting  relative  to  Light 
houses,  Break  waters  and  other  improvements  on  several 
parts  of  the  Coasts  &  Bays,  it  is  voted  that  they  be 
severally  read  &  acted  on."     Likewise,  it  was  voted, 

That  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  on  Pilots,  as 
read  at  this  meeting  be  highly  approved  by  this  Society, 
and  that  they  be  requested  to  follow  up  the  good  work 
and  accomplish  the  business  in  question." 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Society  to  the  Ma} or  and 
aldermen  of  Boston,   asking  for  further  protection  of 
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Deer  Island,  from  the  etVect  of     \va\  es  and  storms,'' 
and   that   the   dani^er  from   neii^lect  of  the   same,  was 
pressing;-  and  immediate." 

\'ari()ns  petitions,  statements,  letters,  and  reeommen- 
dations  as  to  pilots,  and  pilot  laws  and  rei^"idations.  are 
chronicled,  hut  ha\e  no  special  interest.  It  seems  that 
the  whole  husiness  of  rei^ulatin^-  and  directin<;-  the  j)il()t 
service,  was  still.  \  irtnall\ .  in  the  liands  and  care  of  the 
Society. 

At  a  c[uarterl\  meetin<;-,  3d  February,  1S29,  we  tind, 
as  a  proposed  member.  1)\  Caleb  Ciu'tis — our  present 
Treasurer.  Thomas  Lamb. 

The   trustee   meeting  of  June   2d.    1829.   brou<^*ht  a 

communication  from  the  ]Ma\  {)r  of  the  Cit\'  of  Boston 
on  the  subject  of  the  Flatts."  and  a  discussion.  \\  ith 
resolutions  and  recommendations,  followed.  Matters  in 
connection  with  pilotage,  were  likewise  discussed,  and 
action  taken  tliereon. 

At  a  speciiil  trustee  meeting,  on  12th  October.  1S29. 
the  Coiiimittee  to  regulate  Pilots."  made  a  full  and 
thoi"ough  report  tliereon,  presenting  a  code,  that  is  no 
doubt  tlie  basis  of  the  present  laws,  with  a  tai'iti'  of 
rates.  The  following  persons  were  reconnnended  to 
the  (joxernoi'  and  Council  lor  commissions  or  brandies, 
from  date:  John  Wilson.  Reuben  Coombs.  !)enjamin 
Sweatt.  Josiali  .\\res.  Lemuel  A\res.  john  v^argent. 
Matthew  liunt.  and  llein\  (iurne\.  Mr.  (Jurne\ 
being,  at  thi^  piesent  wiiting — f)th  juK.  \^']^)  —  the 
onl\  one  still  li\ing.  b>i^'ithan  i^ruce.  keeper  ot  l)os- 
ton  light-house-,  was  lecommended  a^  competent  to 
"take  charge  of  an\  \i'ssel.  as  a  pilot,  drawing  trom 
7  to  if)  feet  water." 
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At  the  Annual  meeting,  3d  November,  1829,  voted, 
"  that  a  Committee  of  conference  be  raised  to  act  with 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  respecting 
the  utility  and  expedience  of  having  a  Law  passed 
appointing  a  Harbour  Master  for  the  Port  of  Boston." 

"Voted,  That  a  Pettition  be  presented  at  the  next 
Session  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  praying  for  a 
grant  and  for  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred  thirty 
five  dollars  to  complete  the  spindle  Bacon  on  Minots 
ledge,  and  for  placeing  a  Buoy  on  the  ledge  near  the 
•Southern  end  of  Hospital  Island." 

''N  B.  The  Trustees  being  directed  by  Law  of  the 
General  Court  passed  nth  June  1829  to  regulate  Pilots 
and  Pilotage  renders  it  unnecessary  for  this  Societ}'  to 
elect  a  Pilot  Commttee,  consequently  such  Committee  is 
discontinued  by  the  Society." 

The  "  Liventory  of  Property  of  the  Society."  foots 
up  at  this  date,  $22,436.95. 

More  pilot  law^s,  bonds,  commissions  or  branches, 
recommendations  and  advice  to  Governor  and  Council, 
suggestions  and  amendments,  fill  page  after  page,  and 
meeting  after  meeting,  till  February,  1830,  and  after  that, 
is  still  again  renewed  and  continued,  with  such  persis- 
tency as  almost  to  make  one  cry  for  mercy,  but  proving 
how  conscientiously  the  members  did  their  dut}',  ever 
and  always. 

The  6th  April,  1830,  notice  of  a  "bequest  from  the 
Hon.  John  Coffin  Jones,  deceased,  was  read  and  gratc- 
f7illy  considered." 

May  4th,  1830,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Boston 
Seamen's  Friend  Society,  and  being  considered,  it  was 
voted,  "  That  the  vSecretar\'  of  this  Societv  communicate 
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to  the  Committee  of  the  vScameiib  tVieiul  vSociety.  the 
interest  we  feel  in  their  wSnccess  incHx  icUiall\ .  hnt  as  a 
Societ\'  we  are  without  })()wer  to  \  ()te  an\  of  the  funds 
to  the  object  of  their  iustitution." 

At  the  meeting;-  of  .Vu^-ust  ^d,  1830.  Charles  Francis 
Adams  was  xoted  a  mem1)er.  and  Achniral  vSir  Isaac 
Coffin  })rop()sed  as  a  meml>er  "  In'  se\eral  i^-entlemen 
present." 

x\t  the  meetiuL;-  of  the  v*^ociety.  7th  Se])temher. 
\'otecL  ••  that  the  vSccretarx  notif\  the  meml)ers  by  printed 
notifications  and  in  two  Pul)bc  newspapers,  requesting 
them  to  meet,  on  frida\  the  17th  inst  at  half  past  eii^"ht 
Ocloclv  in  the  mornini^-.  at  the  Land  OfHce  North  east 
corner  of  the  tioor  of  the  vState  house,  to  join  the  proces- 
sion of  the  Centenial  celebration,  agreeable  to  the  notice 
of  the  city  authorities." 

\^oted.  *•  That  Admiral  vSir  Isaac  Cothn  bean  honor- 
ary member  of  this  v^ocietN  without  fee."  That  Capt. 
Nathl  Curtis.  William  Lander  and  l^enj.  Smith  be  a 
Connnittee  to  wait  on  ^Vdnd  vSir  Isaac  Collin  to  notif\' 
him  of  his  apj^ointment,  and  to  ])resent  him  with  a 
framed  certilicate."  ^\t  this  meeting;'.  Admiral  >>ir 
Benjamin  Hallowell  Carew  .  w  as  proposed  as  a  member, 
and  at  the  next  meeting"  of  the  trustees,  in  ()ctober.  he 
was  admitted,  ••without  fee"  and  it  was  xoled.  •'to 
forward  him  a  framed  certilicate  b\  some  safe  con\e\- 
ance."  but  in  a  marginal  note  we  lind.      he  declined." 

At  the  Annual  meeting-,  jd  \o\eml)er,  iS^o,  held  at 
the  l>\clian;4e  Culfee  1  louse,  idiomas  Lamb,  the  present 
incund)ent.  was  elected  Treasurer. 

At  a  trustee  meetin;^-.  1st  Mai  ch.  i  N  i  .  a  --lettei-  from 
Messfs  llall  iV  Williams  relatixe  to  extia  pilota-e,  beiuL;" 
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read,  fully  discussed  and  debated,  the  Trustees  came  to 
the  following  resolution  &  accordingly  Voted,  That  on 
the  first  question  unanimously,  that  the  Pilot  ought  not 
to  be  paid  three  dollars  for  hauling  the  \'essel  to  the 
wharf  from  the  stream,  and  on  the  second  question  they 
unanimously  vote,  that  the  Pilot  has  a  right  and  ought 
to  be  paid  three  dollars  for  hauling  the  vessel  into  the 
Stream,"  showing  they  recognized  the  difference  between 
a  watch  dog  and  a  dog  watch. 

At  a  quarterly  meeting,  3d  May,  1S31,  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  Baltimore  Marine  Societ}',  and  a 
committee  chosen,  "  to  take  into  consideration  the 
subject  matter  of  the  said  letter  in  relation  to  the 
administration  of  the  estates  of  Seamen,  and  if  the}^ 
should  deem  it  expedient  and  proper,  to  petition  the 
Legislature  at  their  next  Session  for  the  passing  of  a 
law  empowering  the  Society  to  act  as  administrators 
aforesaid." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  2d  August,  1S31,  it  was 
voted,  "  That  the  Pilot  Committee  be  requested  to  make 
Special  enquiry  into  the  alledged  misconduct  of  the  Pilot 
who  had  charge  of  the  Spanish  Vessell  Isabella  lately 
lost  on  Cohasset  rocks,  and  to  make  report  to  the 
Trustees"  etc. 

Subsequently,  we  learn  the  pilot  at  fault  was  "Deputy 
Pilot  Josiah  Ayers  Junr,"  and  the  approval  of  his 
appointment  as  a  deputy  pilot  for  the  harbor  of  Bos- 
ton," "  which  authorized  and  empowered  him  to  act  in 
that  capasity  be  now  reconsidered,  revoked  and  annulled, 
and  that  from  and  after  this  date  said  Josiah  Ayers  Junr 
is  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  an  authorized  pilot  Un' 
the  harbour  of  Boston." 
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At  the  Annual  meeting,  held  at  the  Exchan^-e  Coflee 
House,  ist  N()\eniber,  iS3i.Ca}:)t.  Barker  Baker  was 
dismissed  for  delinquencw "  Capt.  Cliarles  Blake, 
^'  discharged  agreea]:)le  to  his  rccjuest.  "  Capt.  Dixev 
Wild,  unanimously  chosen  President,  but  declined 
serNing  owing  to  his  expected  id)sence,"  and  Capt. 
Charles  Trace}'  was  elected  in  his  stead. 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  6th  December,  1831,  it  was 
voted,  That  a  pittion  be  presented  to  Congress  tor 
appropriations  of  seven  hundred  and  hft\'  dollars,  for 
completing  the  Spindle  on  ^linots  Ledge,  and  one 
thousand  dollars  for  building  the  monument  on  Xixes 
mate  with  vStone." 

A  return  of  the  Society's  funds,  for  31st  December, 
1831,  shows  the  whole  of  their  securities  to  have  l)een, 
at  that  time.  $22,990.83. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  at  the  Marl- 
borough Hotel,  20th  Januarv,  1832,  \  ()ted,  '-'rhat  in  tiie 
opinion  of  this  l)()ard.  that  two  small  Light  houses 
juditioush'  located  at  the  harbour  of  Ipswitch  in  this 
vState  would  be  a  great  public  benetit  and  \er\  beneticial 
to  llie  na\'igati()n  of  that  port." 

Resolutions,  laudator\-  and  compHmenlarx  to  the 
BostoN  Port  Society,  were  likew  ise  j^assed,  and  it  was 
resoKed,  **  that  the  Menibcrs  ot'  the  r)ost()n  Marine 
vSocietN  be  re(iuested  and  strongb  reconunended  to  be 
aiding  b\'  all  means  in  their  power  in  tlu'  promotion  of 
the  genei'al  cause  ot  ii'toi-m  in  thi'  habits  and  conduct  of 
vSeamen  :  the  most  practicable  means  ol"  insni  ing  this, 
being  the  support  and  aid  to  the  Port  SoeietN 

!'\'brnai\  7th.  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society  at  the 

Marlboiough  ilotel,  it  wa^  \otc-d,  "that  the  Piesident  of 
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the  Society  write  an  answer  to  James  F.  Austin  Esqr 
accepting  the  invitation  to  join  the  procession  on  the 
23  inst  to  commemorate  the  centennial  annaversary 
of  the  Birth  of  General  Washington."  Voted,  "That 
the  Secretary  notify  the  members  of  the  Boston  Ma- 
rine Society  requesting  their  attendance  on  the  above 
occasion,  two  days  before  the  meeting."  It  is  proba- 
ble the  meaning  of  this  is,  that  they  be  notified  two 
days  before  the  meeting,  not  that  they  attend  two  days 
before. 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  6th  March,  1833,  it  was  moved 
and  seconded,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  forming  a  collection 
of  rare  and  valuable  curiosities,  that  may  be  formed  into 
a  museum." 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  trustees,  on  I3th  March, 
1833,  w^as  wholly  devoted  to  discussion  and  resolves  of 
pilots,  and  pilot  laws  and  regulations,  w4th  recommen- 
dations to  Governor  and  Council. 

The  meetings  of  the  Society  and  trustees,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  seem  mainly  devoted  to  mat- 
ters of  pilotage,  lights,  buoys,  and  harbor  improve- 
ments, and  at  a  trustee  meeting,  ist  January,  1833,  ^ 
committee  w^as  appointed  to  enquire  "  into  the  expe- 
diency and  utility  of  placeing  a  Bell  &  buoy  on  Hoard- 
ings rocks." 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  at  the 
Marine  assurance  Rooms  over  the  Tremont  Bank  in 
State  Street,  I3th  March  1833" — ''The  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Boston  Museum  &  Library  being  read 
and  debated,  it  was  unanimously  accepted  \^oted 
accordinglv." 
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•*  It  was  then  moxccl  and  seconded,  that  a  Conmiittee 
of  three  l)e  a})})()inted  to  select  and  rej^ort  such  (ientle- 
mcn  for  the  approbation  of  this  vSociety  to  ser\e  as 
directors  for  the  Museum  and  Lihrarx  ai^reeable  to  this 
report,  till  the  next  annual  nieetini^-."  Jose[)h  W.  Lew  is, 
Thomas  H.  Curtis.  Daniel  C  Ikicou.  Thomas  Lamh, 
Idiomas  C.  vSniith.  l>enjamin  Smith.  Zeheda  Cook,  jr., 
W  illiam  Hales,  and  fohn  J^uter.  were  made  the  direc- 
tors, and  it  was  xoted.  **  That  the  room  oxer  the 
Tremont  I>aidx,  he  accepted  at  the  rate  of  twent\  fne 
dollars  pr  anno,  for  the  meetin^-s  and  use  of  the  hoard 
of  directors  of  the  l^oston  ^Marine  Museum  and  Lihrar\ , 
iS-  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Marine  Societx  ." 

The  following  report  of  a  Committee  (m\  this  suhject. 
will  be  of  interest.    Thex  report. 

'•That  they  haxe  attended  to  their  duty  and  are  of 
opinion  that  the  ()l)jects  of  this  v^ocietx  in  relation  thereto 
can  be  carried   into  full  etfect.  *  ^  ()ur  Committee 

in  red'erence  to  the  act  of  incorporation  of  this  Societx' 

—  that  is  the  Hoston  Marine  Museum  and  Librarx  — 
Hnd  nothini^-  rej)u^nant  to  such  an  addition  to  the 
personal  ))i-osperitx  and  xalue  of  ////x —  l)o>ton  Marine 

—  vSoeietx'.  ()n  the  contrarx'  are  of  opinion  that  ^uch 
an  ad(htion  comports  c-xtremeK  xx  ell  w  ith  tlie  objects  of 
this  Societx.  as  sL't  foith  in  the  preamble^  to  its  act  of 
incoipoiation  in  the  xear  17^).  \  i/  that  its  objc^cts  are 
'"to  1  mj)i  ()X  e  the  k ik  )X\  li^-d'^-e  ot  na\ i^at  ion  bx  their  sex  eral 
members  on  theii"  ariixal  tVom  s^a  eonnnunicatiuL;"  obs^'r- 
\ations  on  \ahiablr  marine  subjects,  and  on  all  othei' 
remaikable  things  <\:c  and  to  reliexe  oul"  an(»ther  and 
theii"  tannlies    in   poxrilx   and  othei"  adxersL'  accitlents. 
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which  they  are  more  particularly  liable  to  &c."  Your 
Committee  think  that  a  library  should  be  connected  with 
the  museum  to  be  composed  of  such  books,  maps,  charts 
&c  as  will  most  improve  our  knowledge  of  commerce, 
navigation  and  the  various  subjects  connected  with  the 
museum,  and  are  of  opinion  that  many  valuable  works 
of  this  kind  can  be  obtained  from  donations.  Your 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  museum  and  library 
connected  with  the  Society  will  not  only  be  the  means 
of  diffusing  valuable  information,  but  will  tend  to 
increase  the  funds  of  this  Society,  by  increasing  the 
number  of  its  members  from  the  additional  interest  that 
will  be  taken  in  it.  Your  Committee  recommend  the 
following  rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  this 
branch  of  the  institution. 

"  I  St.  That  eight  members  of  this  Society  be  chosen  by 
ballot  at  our  annual  meeting  in  November  or  at  a  Special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  who  togeather  with  the 
President  for  the  year  ensuing  shall  form  and  be  known 
as  the  directors  of  the  Marine  Museum  and  library ; 
vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  year  in  the  said 
board  of  directors  to  be  filled  by  the  remainder  of  the 
board  choosing  from  the  members  of  the  Society. 

"  3nd.  That  they  shall  have  during  the  time  that  they 
are  in  office  the  entire  control  and  direction  of  this 
branch  of  our  institution,  to  make  their  (5wn  by  laws, 
receive  and  pay  money  and  transact  such  business  as 
may  come  before  them. 

'\3rd.  The  President  of  this  Society  shall  be  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  and  preside  at  their  meetings, 
which  shall  be  at  such  times  as  they  by  their  by  laws 
may  direct. 
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•*4th.  I'hc  Directors  to  clioose  one  of  their  number  as 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  whose  (hitv  it  sliall  be  to 
receive  all  donations  recei\e  and  \yd\  nionev  Sec. 

••5th.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  at  our  .Vnnual 
Meetinii^s  in  Xo\ember,  vStatein<i^  the  Situation  of  the 
Museum  <S:  library,  donations,  receipts  and  expences 
tocj^eather  \yith  a  schedule  of  all  property  of  \yhate\er 
name  beloni^inij^  to  this  branch  of  our  institution. 

*'6th.  The  Directors  shall  ha\e  no  po^ver  to  appro- 
priate any  part  of  the  funds  of  the  H.  M.  Society  to  the 
use  of  the  ^Jarine  Museum  and  librar\-  further  than 
<^"rants  that  ma\'  l)e  made  at  our  stated  meeting-s.  but  they 
shall  be  held  indi\idually  accountable  tor  all  debts 
contracted  b\-  them,  o\er  and  aboxe  the  funds  that  may 
haye  been  appropriated  for  this  specified  purpose. 

/  til.  The  Directors  shall  ha\'e  full  power  to  increase 
the  museum  and  library  b\'  purchase  or  otherxyise  as 
they  from  time  to  time  ma\-  think  best,  and  also  to 
dispose  of  such  articles  as  they  may  consider  useless,  in 
such  manner  as  they  l)y  their  h\  la\ys  direct. 

"Sill.  As  it  is  desirable  that  such  funds  should  be  pro- 
yided  as  \yill  enable  the  Directors  not  onl\'  to  increase 
the  inthience  of  this  branch  of  our  institution,  but 
])re\eut  it  fi^om  becoming-  an  expeuce  to  thi>  Society,  it  is 
iherefoi-e  \'oted  that  the  Directors  shall  ha\e  full  power 
to  Collect  in  such  maiuiei"  as  the\-  ma\  thiidv  best,  money 
oi'  j)ro])ei"t\  to  the  amount  not  exceeding"  v^io.ooo,  the 
same  to  be  in\ested  b\  them  in  l^mk  Stock,  or  in  such 
securities  as  the  directoi  s  and  trustees  ot'  this  Society  may 
appro\e,  the  income  of  w  hich  to  bi'  held  b\  ihi'  Treas- 
urer of  this  SocietN  to  the  ordei'  dii-ection  ol  the 
Directors  of  the  M.  M.  iV  libiar\  .     That  the  ^aid  funds 
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shall  be  invested  in  the  name  of  the  B.  M.  Society  to  be 
appropriated  to  this  specified  purpose  and  none  other  ; 
so  long  as  this  Society  exists,  provided  that  nothing  in 
this  Vote  shall  prevent  the  Directors  from  appropriating 
from  time  to  time  such  sums  of  money  to  the  free  use  of 
this  Society,  as  they  may  have  beyond  the  wants  and 
expenses  of  the  Museum  &  library." 

J.  W.  Lewis,  Thomas  Lamb,  ] 


The  trustee  meeting  of  2d  April,  1S33,  voted,  that  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Society  be  convened  the  following 
week,  to  discuss  debate  and  determine  on  the  improper 
and  shameful  conduct  of  a  number  of  Branch  pilots  of 
the  harbour  of  Boston,"  and  the  special  and  quarterly 
meetings  in  May  are  mainly  taken  up  in  this  affair, 
which  was  at  last  satisfactorily  settled. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  was  made 
at  the  trustee  meeting,  in  September,  1833,  and  is  as 
follows  :  The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  a  new 
chart  of  the  coast  of  iVmerica  from  Philadelphia  to 
Halifax  harbour,  showing  the  tracks  of  the  American 
surveying  vessels  Science  and  Orblt^  a  new  edition 
improved  by  J.  W.  Norrie  Hydrograplier  London  May 
1st  1832,  Llave  attended  to  that  duty  and  report,  That 
the  principal  head  lands  in  Boston  Bay  and  vicinity  are 
very  erroneously  laid  down  both  in  position  and  shape 
according  to  the  latest  edition  of  Blunts  tal)les  and  chart 
of  1832.  The  Committee  subjoin  the  longitudes  of  a  few 
of  the  most  prominent  points  as  laid  down  in  tlie  two 
charts  referred  to."  The  longitudes  —  latitude  as  well 
—  of  eight  places,  are  then  given,  with  the  dificrence 


Tiios  C.  Smith,  Benj.  Smith, 
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between  tlie  two  charts,  varyini^  from  ei<^ht  to  forty 
miles. 

At  a  trustee  meetiiiL^,  at  the  Marl])or()u<j^h  Hotel,  ist 
Oct()])er,  there  not  bein<!^  a  (jiiorum.  the  meetin<^ 

adjourned.  It  appears  the  resolution  to  meet  at  the 
room  o\er  the  Tremont  bank,  from  some  cause,  had 
already  come  to  naui^'ht. 

This  is  the  last  entry  of  l^ook  V>.  or  Book  number 
tliree  of  the  Marine  Society. 

The  tirsl  entr\'  in  Book  C,  of  tlie  Records,  is  the 
Treasiu'er's  retin*ns  for  Xoyember,  1833.  showin<^  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  at  that  date,  to  have  been 
$24,090.83.  This  Annual  meetiuL^  was  held  at  the 
jMarllK3rough  Hotel.  \  committee  w  as  appointed.  to 
investi<2^ate  the  subject  of  a  Breakwater  at  Long-  Coye  in 
Gloucester,  for  which  an  appropriation  by  Congress  has 
been  petitioned  for,  and  if  they  see  and  consider  it  a 
proper  sul)ject  for  this  Society  to  interfere  and  act 
thereon,  and  approve  the  object  of  the  petition,  the 
President  and  vSccretary  be  authorized  to  sign  a  memo- 
randum annexed  to  the  petition,  stateing  that  the  Society 
approve  the  object  and  reconmiend  or  ad\  isc  the  appro- 
priation." Xo  lack  of  caution  can  certaiuK'  be  seen  in 
this  resohe. 

••A  \eibal  ic'port  of  the  Directors  of  the  l^oston 
NhniiK'  Museum  Librar\-  —  made  b\  oue  of  its  mem- 
bers /cbc(k'e  Cook  Jr  —  stateing  their  liax  ing  collected 
articles  of  cuiiositx  aud  utilitx'  to  the  amount  ol  moi'e 
lh:ui  three  huudied  Oolhus.  and  praxing  toi-  l"u  it  her  a  id , 
W'heieupoii  it  was  X'oted  i'hat  one  hundit'd  dollars  be 
put  at  the  di^po^al  oi'  the  directoi  s  ot"  Muscaim  iV  LibiMry 
as  it  ma\  l>e  w  anted,  tor  the  use  ol  saiti  i n i t ut  !< )n . " 
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At  a  trustee  meeting,  3d  December,  1833.  it  was 
voted.  That  the  President  Capt.  Joseph  W.  Lewis, 
Winslow  Lewis  and  Benj.  Smith  ])e  a  committee  to 
address  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Gorham  at  Washington  on 
the  subject  of  a  petition  from  this  Society  to  Congress  in 
the  Session  of  1831  &  2,  also  a  petition  to  Congress  in 
Session  of  1832-3,  requesting  his  aid  in  effecting  the 
object  of  the  said  petitions."  The  Society  at  that  time 
evidently  meant  their  petitions  should  not  be  everlooked. 

Voted,  That  the  request  of  a  number  of  the  Boston 
Branch  Pilots,  that  this  Board  would  sanction  their 
petition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  for  liberty  to  erect  a  httt  on  Boston  Light  house 
Island,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  the  public 
would  not  be  benefitted  thereby,  and  that  it  is  therefore 
inexpedient  to  ha^'e  such  Hut  erected,  and  that  the 
Committee  inform  the  petitioners  of  the  foregoing  A  ote." 

Another  vote  passed,  that  the  Pilot  Committee  "take 
such  means  as  they  may  wish  or  think  expedient  to 
prevent  any  further  inovation  on  the  Pilot  laws." 

Innovation  seems  to  have  been  alwavs  a  bugbear  and 
a  terror. 

At  a  quarterly  meeting,  4th  February,  1S34,  voted, 
"That  the  Society  petition  the  General  Court  now  in 
Session,  for  an  extension  of  the  act  passed  in  1S32, 
cedeing  the  jurisdiction  to  the  United  States  of  the 
Island  of  Nixes  Mate  in  Boston  harbour,  with  certain 
conditions." 

Through    1834  meetings    of  the    Society  and 

Trustees  seem  to  have  been  mainly  occupied  in  matters 
incident  to  the  pilots  and  pilot  service,  and  on  the  9th 
December,  1834,  ^^'^  learn  that  '^Dana  Bruce.  l>ranch 
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IMlot.  lias  not  attended  to  that  duty  for  more  than 
one  year  past,  and  that  there  is  no  probability  that 
he  ever  will."  *-That  Benjamin  Sweet,  l^ranch  Pilot, 
has  for  some  lenii^th  of  time  been  in  the  habit  of  in- 
temperance, his  lM)at  ])ein!L^"  taken  from  him  and  sold, 
and  the  owners  of  the  other  Pilot  floats  will  not  emplox' 
him." 

That  Leonard  Lakin  P)ranch  l^ilot  is  partialb  in- 
sane." and  that  "John  vStul)l)s  r)ranch  Pilot  has  recentl}' 
through  nei^lect,  ii^norance  or  carelessness  run  several 
vessels  on  shore,"  and  the  Pilot  Committee  were  requested 
^'  to  take  these  se\  eral  cases  under  consideration." 
\\'hether  this  \er\-  unpromising-  aspect  of  the  service 
discoura<^-ed  the  Societ}-,  or  if  it  occu}:)ied  entirel}-  too 
much  of  the  Committee's  time  to  attend  to  all  these 
matters  of  detail  without  an\  compensation,  none  can 
say,  but  iit  this  same  meeting  it  was  \'oted,  ''That  the 
President,  Thomas  H.  Curtis,  with  Winslow  Lewis  and 
v^amuel  («^uincy  be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report 
on  tlie  Subject  of  resi^'uin;^"  to  the  (roxernor  and  Coun- 
cill.  all  authority  and  Suj:)erinten(lance  ol'  the  Pilots 
of  the  Port  of  P)Ost()n." 

At  the  trustee  meeting-.  r)th  Januarx  .  iS:;^.  the  abo\e 
Committee  reported,  and  it  was  xoted.  that  the  same 
Committee  ••si^■n  pi'esent  a  memorial  to  the  (ioxernor 
<?v:  Council  prax  iuL;,"  that  this  I)oai  (l  (  ot'  Trustees)  be  dis- 
chaiL^ud  iVom  all  coL^iii/a nee  in  tiu'  matter  of  Pilots  *S: 
pilotage." 

At  the  (|uarterl\  meeting"  in  I'\-bruar\ .  iSj^^,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  '"to  petition  Cou^-ress  for  an 
additional  appropiiation  of  sr\(.ai  hundrc-d  and  lit't\' 
dollais  to  comj)lete  the  Sj)in(lle  on  Miuots  Ledue." 


# 
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At  the  trustee  meeting,  6th  April  —  the  hiws  having 
presumably  been  altered  —  it  was  voted  that  ''Caleb 
Curtis  &  Chas  T.  Parsons  be  recommended  to  the 
Governor  &  Council  as  suitable  persons  to  be  commis- 
sioned as  Commissioners  to  regulate  Pilots  &  Pilotage." 

"Whereupon  the  said  Curtis  &  Parsons  gave  in  their 
Letters  of  resignation  as  Trustees."  This  seems  to  have 
been  the  first  of  the  present  Pilot  Commission  system. 

The  Treasurer's  report  for  1S35,  at  the  Annual  meet- 
ing, on  the  3d  November,  gives  the  funds  of  the  vSociety 
as  $25,090.83,  an  increase  of  $1000.00  in  two  years. 

December  4th,  1835,  Capt.  Parsons  having  died, 
Capt.  Samuel  Qiiincy  was  nominated  in  his  stead  as  a 
Commissioner  of  Pilots. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  2d  February,  1836,  held  at 
the  Marlborough,  the  following  letter  was  presented  and 
read. 

Waltkam. 

Tho7nas  I^anib^  Esqr  : 

I  duly  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  inst.  togeather 
w^ith  the  constitution  of  the  marine  Society,  no  one  can 
be  more  willing  than  myself  to  contribute  for  the  relief 
of  decayed  masters  of  Vessels  &  their  Widdows  &  father- 
less that  are  left  in  poverty  and  distress — for  the  purpose 
of  aftbrding  temporary  relief  to  that  class  of  sufierers 
I  inclose  a  check  for  five  hundred  dollars,  it  is  my  desire 
to  have  this  donation  put  into  the  hands  of  the  relief 
committee  for  immediate  distribution. 

It  is  too  late  for  me  to  become  a  meml:)er  of  that 
honorable  <k  valuable  institution,  but  not  I  trust  too  late 
to  afford  relief  to  the  suffering  poor.     I  hope  it  is  not 
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incompatible  with  the  ^Llle^  of  the  vSocietN'  to  dispose 
of  tliis  donation  as  I  wisli,  it  nia\'  he  that  a  while  hence 
I  may  he  able  to  do  something-  to  aid  the  income  of  the 
establishment.  vSliould  that  ha[)pen  \w\  name  ma\-  be 
added  as  a  member.    ^Vccept  my  respectfull  regards. 

Theodore  Lvmax. 

\Vhate\'cr  errors  of  ortho^^raphy  appear  in  the  al)o\e 
letter,  are  probabh-  of  the  wSocietx  's  Secretary,  rather  than 
of  the  writer. 

The  thanks  of  the  wSociety  were  voted  the  **Honble 
Theodore  Lyman  for  his  ^^enerous  <S:  masa^nificent  dona- 
tion." and  the  vSecretarv  was  "directed  to  present  a  copv 
of  this  \^ote.  with  a  liveh'  sense  of  his  benevolence." 

The  late  Charles  F.  Parsons  —  throng'h  his  snr\  i\  ini;- 
colleague,  Caleb  Cnrtis  —  ga\-e  a  check  for  $146.04, 
being  one  half  of  the  commissions  he  had  recei\  ed  while 
\\\  ofHce  as  Pilot  Commissioner,  and  "thanks  and  con- 
dolence" were  xoted  his  father.  Thomas  [^arsons,  Esc[., 
who  had  "sanctioned  and  approNcd"  the  gift. 

''An  a])plication  or  letter  from  Penj.  H.  A.  Collins 
of  Eastham  <.\:  signed  b\'  him  twent\  othei's  in  that 
vicinity,  prax  ing  the  aid  of  this  Societx  in  an  apj)lication 
to  Coiigi'ess  tor  a  Piglit  house  on  the  back  of  Cape  Cod 
in  the  \  icinit\-  ot'  a  j)lace  called  Xanscl  Hcacli  w  as  read 
and  (k'bated  and  leteiietl  to  a  Connnittee,"  w  ith  instruc- 
tions to  rej)ort. 

A  connnittee  for  the  purpose  ot'  urging  on  Congress 
"our  i'e(|ue^t  foi"  a  numbei"  ot  P)Uo\  s  to  be  placed  in 
the  outer  haiboi-  for  the  safet\  ol'  \a\igation."  was 
aj)j)ointe(k  and  the-  '-Sum  ot'  ti\e  luuuh-ed  dollars  i)e 
a[)proj)riale(  I  for  that  j)urj)ose." 
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At  the  trustee  meeting,  March,  1836,  it  was  voted  to 
solicit  Congress,  through  the  Hon.  ''Abot  Lawrence," 
our  representative,  for  the  light-house  at  Nauset,  and 
''a  grant  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  above  purpose." 

The  Committee's  report  in  favor  of  three  light-houses 
at  Nauset,  follow,  and  the  memorial  to  Congress  in 
accordance  therewith,  and  asking  for  $10,000,  is  given. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  the  result  was  favorable,  and 
most  of  us  have,  no  doubt,  had  good  reason  to  bless  the 
Society  for  their  action  in  this  matter. 

At  the  Annual  meeting,  ist  November,  1S36,  Voted 
That  Thos  B.  Curtis,  Danl  C.  Bacon  &  William  Sturgis 
be  a  Committee  to  write  a  letter  to  Capt.  Thomas  Ap 
Catesby  Jones,  commander  of  the  U.  S.  exploring 
Squadron  at  Norfolk  Virga,  expressing  their  good 
wishes  for  his  success,  &  wishing  health,  prosperity  & 
happiness  in  his  voyage  &  a  safe  return  to  his  Country 
&  friends." 

And  it  was  moved  and  Seconded  that  Capt  Thomas 
Ap  Catesby  Jones  be  a  member  of  this  Society  &  Voted 
Unanimously." 

Stock  and  funds  of  the  Society,  this  date,  $36,403.33. 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  at  the  Neptune  Insurance  office, 
3d  January,  1837,  "Moved  &  Seconded  that  We  dis- 
pence  for  one  year  having  quarterly  suppers,  that  is  to 
say,  at  quarterly  meetings,  and  that  when  We  adjourn, 
we  are  until  further  orders  to  meet  at  the  Neptune  Ins. 
Office." 

The  record  does  not  say  if  this  vote  was  carried. 

A  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Societ}^  was  held  at  the 
Neptune  Insurance  Office,  the  7th  February,  1837,  ^^'l^^i^ 
an  application  was  made  to  the  Society,  by  Thomas 
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Bradlec.  Escjr.,  of  Homes  Hole  That  a  Conimittee  be 
appointed  to  nieniorialize  Congress  requesting  a  Survey 
and  estimate  of  expence.  of  erecting  a  Breakwater  at 
Homes  Hole,  &  after  much  debate  &  consideration  of 
the  same,  it  was  unanimously  Voted  That  Capt.  Thomas 
B.  Curtis,  Winslow  Lewis  &  George  Hallet  be  the 
committee  for  this  purpose." 

It  was  mo\'ed,  &  seconded  by  Several  members,  that 
the  President  be  requested  to  have  a  suitable  entertain- 
ment provided  at  the  quarterly  meetings,  at  some  central 
&  suitable  place  ;  unanimoush-  agreed  to  at  this  meeting 
&  Voted  accordingly." 

So  it  appears  the  attempted  retrenchment  of  the  trus- 
tee meeting  in  Januarv,  found  small  favor  in  the  e\  es  of 
the  Society. 

The  following  letter  is  recorded  : 

Mr.  Tho)}ias  Lafiib  l^rca surer  />.  J/.  Society  : 

Dear  vSir  :  A  year  has  passed  away  since  I  made  a 
donation  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  <?t  destitute  members 
of  \  our  vSocietv.  I  now  enclose  a  check  for  ti\ c  huiuh  ed 
dollars  for  the  same  purpose.  If  your  Gentlemen  should 
think  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  do  as  much  good  if 
distril)utcd  as  was  done  last  year.  lhe\  ^vill  so  do  it.  it 
accords  witli  my  view  of  the  case. 

I  pray  \'ou  not  to  think  that  1  wish  to  prescribe. 

1  am  I'espectfulK'  Nour  obdl  nt 

Ti 1 1:( )i)()K i:  Lnman. 

Ml-.  T.amb  thankfnll\  acknowledges  recei|)t  of  the 
ab()\e  amount,  refers  to  the  j)r()posed  (hsj)()sition  ot  the 
same,  and  assures  Mr.  L\inaii  of  the  •  •  <'ratet iil  leehnirs 
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of  those  who  are  the  means  of  conveying  his  l:)Ountiful 
aid  as  well  as  of  those  who  are  to  receive  it." 

The  memorial  to  Congress  for  a  breakwater  at 
"Holmes  Hole,"  appears  under  date  of  iith  Febru- 
ary. The  memorialists  think  it  would  ''ensure  the 
safety  of  shipping  seeking  a  harbor  in  that  jDlace," 
and  pray  for  "  a  survey,  prefaratory  to  building  such 
breakwater." 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  the  7th  March,  appears  ''  an 
application  by  letter  from  William  vSwett  &  Co.  for  the 
approval  of  the  Trustees  of  this  Society  to  aid  in  their 
application  to  the  Legislature  for  leave  to  erect  a  Powder 
House  on  Birds  Island  of  Stone  &  in  such  a  way  as  to 
appear  as  a  monument  to  direct  navigation,  the  Same 
being  approved  by  the  Trustees  &  Consequently  Voted, 
That  the  President  be  requested  to  answer  said  letter 
accordingly." 

At  the  trustee  meeting, .  in  April,  a  communication 
regarding  jDilotage  of  British  vessels,  was  received  and 
referred  to  ''a  Committee  with  instructions  to  grant  to 
his  Britannic  majesties  vice  consul,  a  hearing  in  the 
premises." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  May  2d,  1S37,  appears  the 
following  letters  : 

To  the  President  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society : 

Sir  :  The  duty  of  collecting  information  relative  to, 
and  the  examination  of  Aldridges  Ledge,  False  Spit, 
Hunts  Ledge,  Hospital  Island  Ledge,  Governors  Island 
Point  and  Little  Fawn  Bar  having  been  assigned  to  me 
with  orders  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  placing  Buoys 
on  the  Same  &c,  I  beg  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  give 
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nie  such  iutonnation  as  xou  may  possess  in  relation  to 
the  subject,  as  may  aid  me  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty. 
I  am  Sir  with  <^-reat  respect  Your  ]Mo.  Oh.  Servt 
Jxo.  DowxKS.  Comm.  Xa\'y  Yard. 

[Ansu-kr.] 

Sir:  In  reply  to  youi  communication  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society.  1  would 
remark  that  a  vSur\'ey  seems  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  re<^ulating  the  position  <S:  condition  of  the  Buoys  in 
Boston  Bay  &  harbour,  some  of  which  from  accidental 
causes  have  been  wholly  removed  or  displaced,  of  the 
places  referred  to  in  your  letter,  I  should  think  Buoys 
would  be  necessary  on  Aldridg-es  Ledge  and  Little 
Fawn  bar,  and  possibly  on  the  others. 

Respectfully  &c  <S:c. 

There  is  no  signattn-e  to  this.  l)ut  Thomas  IL  Curtis 
was  the  then  President. 

At  the  Annual  meeting.  7th  No\  ember.  1837. 
Exchange  CotVee  House,  the  usual  ])usiiiess  and  choice 
of  officers  was  gone  through  with,  and  it  was  Noted. 
"  Tliat  a  Committee  of  six  (ientlemen  be  chosen  to  form 
regidate  and  manage  the  conserns  of  the  Museum  and 
Library,  now  forming  for  the  lM)ston  Marine  !^ociet\ . 
and  that  said  Committee  shall  have  full  power  to  con- 
duct the  same."  and  the  Connnittee  was  chosen. 

The  funds  and  stock  of  the  v^ociet\    at  thi^  time  were 

A  special  meeting  of"  trustees  was  lieKl  on  the  iith 
\o\ember.  at  which  a  statement  was  made  b\  *•  1\.  C. 
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Manners  Esqr.  his  Britanick  Majesties  Vice  Consul," 
relative  to  charge  of  pilotage  at  this  port  on  British 
vessels  to  and  from  the  Provinces.  The  Committee 
previously  appointed  made  a  full  report  on  the  subject, 
"and  to  diminish  the  vexation  complained  of,"  recom- 
mended that  ''regulations  be  made  to  exempt  all  vessels 
w^hose  draft  shall  be  less  than  seven  feet,"  unless  services 
of  a  pilot  were  rendered. 

At  a  trustee  meeting,  2d  January,  1838,  the  subject 
matter  of  lights  and  light  houses  of  the  coast  being 
brought  forward,  it  was  voted  "That  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Board  the  general  character  of  the  Lights  on  this 
Coast  are  good  and  that  much  credit  is  due  the  depart- 
ment under  whose  superintendance  the  Light  houses  are 
placed  &  for  the  good  order  the  Light  houses  evince 
&  the  exertions  used  to  maintain  efficient  light." 

Voted,  "That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  write  a 
letter  to  Stephen  Pleasonton  Esqr  5th  Auditor  &  acting 
comm.  of  the  revenue  &  to  transmit  to  him  a  certified 
copy  of  this  vote." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  6th  February,  1838,  a  com- 
mittee of  two  was  appointed  to  examine  and  report  "as 
to  the  use  &  utility  of  the  proposed  Fog  bell,"  and  the 
same  Committee  was  instructed  to  consider  the  "peti- 
tion of  Mrs.  Mellish  respecting  her  Husbands  invention, 
and  that  they  report  the  result  of  their  opinion  on  its 
merits,  and  if  approved  they  forward  a  request  to 
Congress  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  in  aid  of  her 
application." 

At  the  next  trustee  meeting,  6th  March,  we  learn  this 
invention  was  for  "plugging  Ships  Decks  &  Sides,"  and 
the  report  thereon  was  read   and    accepted.  Thanks 
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of  the  vSociety  were  voted  Capt.  R.  B.  Forbes  for  ''a 
donation  of  $47  to  the  funds  of  the  Society  at  the  hist 
Qiiarterly  Meetin^-." 

The  report  on  the  proposed  foi^-bell,  or  as  we 
now  call  it,  bell-buoy,  is  made  at  this  meeting,  and  in 
the  light  of  to-day  appears  odd  enough.  It  seems  to 
have  been  then  claimed  as  the  invention  of  a  Mr.  Morse. 
We  extract : 

*' The  Committee  readilv  admitts  the  greiit  advantage 
that  woidd  accrue  to  navigation,  by  embracing  with  the 
senses  of  seeing  &  feeling  (by  the  lead  &  line)  that 
of  hearing,  but  they  as  readily  perceive  that  unless  the 
sound  which  shall  aid  the  latter  shall  be  permanent  & 
of  a  distinct  character  that  evils  may  arise  by  a  reliance 
upon  it. 

Bells,  chimes,  gongs  or  artillery  appear  to  j^resent 
the  best  expedients,  all  however  requiring  manual  aid 
unless  the  mashineary  of  Mr.  Morse  can  be  applied  to 
the  Bell  or  Gong  with  permanencv  cS:  continuous  etfect. 

'•The  mashinearv  being  to  be  operated  upon  b\'  the 
rise  c\:  fall  of  the  tide  <I\:  the  agitation  of  the  wa\'es 
acting  on  a  moored  float,  presents  to  the  minds  of  the 
Committee  several  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  such  as  the 
more  or  less  commotion  of  wa\es,  the  ([uiescent  state 
of  the  tides  at  the  periods  ol'  high  A:  low  water  A:  m(f|-e 
es])eciall\  the  accumulation  of  Ice  on  the  chain  w  hich 
comiects  the  mashineai"\'  w  ith  the  lloat.  if  these  obstacles 
can  be  surmounted  i\:  the  inashinear\-  can  be  constantly 
i<ept  in  good  order,  the  plan  ol"  Wv.  Morse  ma\  l^e 
rendered  highl\  usehill  to  the  purposes  designed,  relati\e 
to  all  which  points  the  Committee  camiot  gi\e  a  \ei"\' 
decided  opinion,  as  the\    haw  not   access  to  the  model 
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which  they  understand  is  at  Washington.  They  have 
however  seen  drawing  &  had  exphmations  of  the 
mashinary  made  by  a  person  acquainted  with  the 
same. 

"If  upon  the  examination  of  the  model  by  competent 
judges  at  Washington,  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient  for 
an  appropriation  to  be  made  to  try  the  experiment,  the 
Committee  would  recommend  that  it  be  carried  into 
effect,  at  the  entrance  of  Boston  harbour  upon  the  light 
house  Island,  as  it  would  be  impossible  without  incur- 
ring vast  expence  to  erect  the  machinery  upon  the 
Graves  as  has  been  recommended,  and  they  are  of 
ojDinion  that  one  Bell  will  be  sufficient  to  test  the  utility 
of  the  ingenious  invention  of  Mr.  Morse." 

To  the  Hon.  John  Davis,  Washington,  and  signed  by 
the  Committee  ;  and  certainly  no  more  cautious,  non- 
committal document  was  ever  recorded. 

The  same  Committee  report  "on  the  benefits  which 
have  accrued  to  navigation  from  the  invention  of  Capt. 
Mellis,  of  a  plan  now  in  general  use  of  plugging  ships 
decks  &  sides,  both  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  &  commercial 
marine  ;  express  our  unqualified  opinion  of  its  general 
merits  in  preventing  ships  from  decay  &  adding  to  their 
beauty  &  usefullness. 

t  "The  Committee  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed 
in  the  recommendation  to  Congress  to  which  this  is 
attached,  and  would  respectfully  request  that  an  appro- 
priation be  made  for  the  l:>enefit  of  the  Widdow  & 
Children  of  the  inventor,  which  we  think  ^\'ould  be 
usefully  applied  as  an  encoin*agement  of  our  Naval 
architecture,  to  which  this  invention  has  so  materially 
contributed." 
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I'he  latter  sentence  is  somewhat  stra^i^^^-linii;  and  inco- 
herent, but  its  meaning  can  be  got  at. 

At  the  trustee  meeting,  3d  .Vpril.  thanks  w  ere  voted 

S.  Pleasanton  Esc[r  5th  ^Vuditoi*  and  acting  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Re\'enue,"  tor  two  pamphlets,  respecting 
the  light-houses  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States. 

.Vt  tiie  ([uarterly  meeting,  ist  May,  1838,  held  at  the 
Exchange  CotVee  House,  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  were  presented  by  Capt.  William  ^Vustin. 

'•  The  Society  since  the  last  meeting  ha\  ing  been 
depri\ed  by  death  of  one  of  its  most  eminent  and  illus- 
trious ]Meml)ers,  the  sentiments  of  veneration  felt  for  his 
character  demands  the  expression  of  it,  on  the  records 
of  this  vSocietv,  Therefore  Resolved 

''That  in  the  lamented  decease  of  the  late  II()nl)le 
Nathaniel  Bowxlitch  L.  L.  D.,  im  honorary  member  of 
this  vSociety,  we  find  the  most  ample  cause  for  deep 
regret  (S:  extensi\e  sympathy.  We  s\-mpathize  with 
the  friends  of  astronomical  and  mathematical  research, 
with  the  votaries  of  commerce  cS:  navigation,  and  most 
deeph'  do  we  condole  with  his  relali\es  <S:  innnediate 
friends.  lie  liath  wrought  a  good  work  rests  from 
his  labours. 

An  astronomer,  a  mathematician  i\:  iia\  igator  him- 
self', a  iViend  cK:  benefactor  has  he  been  to  the  na\ igatoit 
and  Seaman,  and  few  can  so  justh  aj)pieciate  the  excel- 
lence c\:  utilitx'  of'  his  hil)ours,  as  the  Members  of'  this 
Societw  W'e  lia\e  found  in  them  an  unerring  guide  tS: 
a  familial"  iutroduetor  to  the  knowledge  of'  the  heaxenly 
bodies,  and  the  use  of'  e\er\  iustruiueiU  and  ealeulation 
subser\  ient  to  tlie  purposes  of  tlieir  profession  as 
na\  igators. 


Records  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society.  131 


"  His  intuitive  mind  sought  &  amassed  knowledge,  to 
impart  it  to  the  world  in  more  easy  forms.  His  life  & 
examples  in  all  their  phases,  present  more  to  admire  & 
approve  than  we  may  hope  to  see  imitated  &  achie\'ed 
by  another  individual. 

"  The  Society  will  cherish  his  virtues  and  hold  his 
character  &  memory  in  sacred  Veneration,  and  accord- 
ingly resolved.  That  the  preseding  resolve  be  entered  on 
the  records  and  that  the  Secretary  cause  a  copy  of  the 
same  to  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  late  Xathl 
Bowditch  L.  L.  D.  and  likewise  published  in  the  j^apers 
of  this  City." 

Other  \'ote  and  resolution  in  connection  with  Dr. 
Bowditch's  death,  follow,  in  both  of  which  the  L.  L.  D. 
is  pre-eminently  conspicuous,  and  seems  to  have  been  a 
consolation. 

At  the  quarterh'  meeting  in  August,  1838,  a  committee 
of  three  w\as  chosen,  to  make  a  survey  of  the  Minots 
Ledges,  and  their  opinion  of  the  practicability  and 
expediency  of  building  a  light  on  one  of  the  said 
Ledges."  The  Committee  were  Winslow  Lewis,  Calel) 
Curtis,  and  Henry  Oxnard. 

At  the  Annual  meeting,  in  November,  the  Committee 
report  in  favor  of  the  project.  They  say,  "  the  practi- 
cability of  building  a  light  house,  on  it  that  will  with- 
stand the  force  of  the  Sea  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt. 
The  importance  of  having  a  light  house  on  a  rock  so 
dangerous  to  the  navigation  of  Boston,  on  whicli  so 
many  valuable  lives  &  so  much  property  has  been  lost  is 
too  well  knowni  to  need  comment."  And  they  ask  for 
a  committee  to  petition  Congress  for  an  appropriation 
and  survey  ;    one  was  accordingh-  a]:>p()intcil   for  that 
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purpose,  consisting"  of  Daniel  C.  Bacon.  \\  illiam  i\iistin, 
and  Winslow  Lewis. 

It  was  voted,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Museum  l)e 
requested  to  report  their  doings  at  tlie  next  quarterly 
meeting.  Funds  and  propert\'  of  the  vSociet\'  at  this 
date,  $28,103.33. 

The  trustee  meeting  of  January,  1S39,  ^i^'^'^  t^"^^ 
petition  to  Congress,  for  the  surve}-  and  appropriation 
of  and  for  the  Minot's  Led«fe  liirht-house,  with  a  letter 
from  Daniel  C.  Bacon,  then  President  of  the  Society,  to 
lion.  Ricliard  Fletcher,  at  Washington,  which  last  is 
too  well  and  tersely  expressed  to  be  omitted. 

l^os'rox,  Jan\    19th.  1839. 
Hon.  Rieliard  Pletclier,  \\^ashi)ig'ton  : 

Sir  :  At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Boston  Marine 
Society,  Capts.  Winslow  Lewis,  William  Austin,  cS: 
myself,  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  petition  Congress 
to  authorize  an  appropriation  for  a  survey  of  Cohasset 
Rocks  in  J)()st()n  l^ay.  and  that  a  competent  Fngineer 
may  be  appointed  by  Government  for  that  purpose,  and 
1  now  l)v  direction  of  said  Committee  enclose  to 
said  j)etiti()n.  and  re(|uest  nou  will  ha\'e  it  presented  and 
will  endea\'()r  to  ha\e  the  object  of  the  petition  carried 
into  effect. 

The  rocks  relerred  to  are  situated  nine  mik\s  v"^.  \\. 
iVoni  the  entrance  of  l)()ston  harbor.  Ilah'a  mik'  outside 
these  bes  a  sunken  rock  called  Minot's  Ledge,  (b  \  at  k)w 
watei"  and  ten  teet  upon  it  at  higli  ti(k'.  This  kist 
mentioned  rock  bes  in  the  tiaek  of  aU  \essels  bound  in 
or  out  of  I)oston  harbor,  has  al\\a\s  been  a  (head  to 
.\biiiiiers.    and    tliL-    loss  of    piopertx    upon    it    the  kist 
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twenty  years  has  been  immense,  with  many  vahial)le 
lives.  The  object  of  the  Marine  Society  in  having  this 
survey  made,  is  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  building 
a  light-house  or  beacon  on  Minot's  ledge,  of  which  said 
Society  have  no  doubt. 

There  is  no  spot  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  where  a  light-house  ma}'  be  the  means  of 
preserving  more  lives  and  property  than  on  this  rock, 
and  every  person  acquainted  with  its  situation  cannot 
but  be  convinced  of  the  immense  importance  it  would 
be  to  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  Countr}',  to  have  a 
liofht-house  erected  on  Minot's  ledo^e. 

I  am  Sir  Very  Respectfully  Your  obedient  Servant. 

Daniel  C.  Bacon. 

Errors  of  orthography  in  the  foregoing  letter  have 
been  corrected,  as  from  the  the  writer's  knowledge  of 
Capt.  Bacon's  epistolary  compositions,  they  are  the 
errors  of  the  recorder  rather  than  the  author. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  5th  February,  1839,  ''^^ 
letter  from  Hon.  J.  Davis  now  at  Washington  to  the 
President  respecting  apprentices  to  be  taken  by  the 
owners  of  Ships  according  to  Tonnage  of  Burthen, 
being  read  &  considered,"  the  same  was  referred  to  a 
''Select  Committee  of  six  members." 

It  was  ''Moved  by  the  Secretary  &  seconded  by 
several  Gentlemen  That  a  Vote  of  thanks  be  given  to 
Caleb  Curtis,  Thomas  S.  Dimmock  and  Francis  Dew- 
son  esquires  for  their  friendly  aid  to  the  vSccretary  in 
collecting  the  arrearages  due  to  the  vSocietx ,  for  their 
interest  and  influence  in  introducing  se\  eral  respcctal)le 
new  members,  and   for  tlieir  general  good   fcebng  <\: 
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support  of  the  Interests  <S:  well  docini^'  of  this  institution. 
Voted  unanimously  accordingh  ." 

''The  Committee  on  the  museum  not  having  made 
their  report  of  their  doeings  this  quarter  \^oted  That 
Capt.  Frans  Dewson  he  added  to  that  Committee,  &  are 
requested  to  make  a  full  report  at  the  next  quarterly 
meeting." 

It  was  mo\'ed  bv  Capt.  Joseph  \\\  Lewis  that  an 
office  l)e  provided  for  the  Boston  Marine  Societv  and 
wherein  the  Books  &  papers  relateing  to  the  vSociet\'  ma\ 
be  kept  and  refered  to  wlien  occasion  mav  require  & 
where  the  members  may  call  for  payment  of  arrearages 
or  making  reports,  and  seconded  l)v  several  memlKM-s.  it 
was  proposed  to  refer  the  same  to  a  Comniittee." 

At  the  trustee  meeting  in  April,  at  the  Neptune 
Insurance  Office,  letters  were  read  from  Hon.  Ricliard 
Fletcher  and  Hon.  John  Davis,  the  former  in  answer  to 
Capt.  Bacon's  letter  regarding  the  proposed  light-house 
on  iSIinot's,  and  the  latter  \\\X\\  reference  to  an  appren- 
tice law.  Mr.  Fletcher  sa\  s  ''the  letter  was  received  so 
late  in  the  session  tliat  there  is  little  j^robal^ihtN  "  an 
ap]:)rf)]3riati()n  \\()uld  l)e  made.  l)ut  adds  ha\e  con- 
\ersed  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  A:  ha\e  his 
opinion  that  tlie  Committee  shall  gi\e  to  the  subject 
tlieir  constant  attention." — *'  I  will  do  all  in  m\  power 
to  ellect  the  object." 

We  gi\e  Mr.  I)a\is'  letter,  as  ap])ears  l>\  the  context, 
to  the  l*i  esi(k-nt  ol'  the  !^ociet\  . 

\\  ASH  I i         i-^-^d  lam  .  iSj^(). 
.^ii;:  — W'e    ha\c^  been   li\"(|iientl\    i\:  urgi-ntU 
re(|ue^te(l  to  make        )\ isi(  )ii  b\  l;i\\.  leiniiring  all  \e^^eN 
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clearing  for  foreign  ports,  to  take  out  apprentice  ])ovs, 
more  or  less,  according  to  the  Tonnage  of  the  Craft. 
I  am  desirous  of  availing  myself  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Society  over  which  you  preside  on  this  matter,  as  1 
have  been  some  fearfull  it  w^ould  impose  an  additional 
burden  on  navigation,  which  would  increase  tlie  neces- 
sity of  the  competition  with  foreign  Freighters.  —  ?  — 
The  enquiry  naturally  enough  suggests  to  e\incc  wh\- 
are  not  boys  now  emj^loyed  if  it  be  for  the  interests  of 
navigation  so  to  do.  May  I  ho^De  for  an  early  answer? 
I  am  &c." 

The  foregoing  letter,  in  the  record,  comes  after  the 
answer  of  the  Society,  extracts  from  which  follow. 

"The  Committee  having  consulted  with  manv  of  our 
principal  ship  owners  on  the  matter,  found  them  almost 
universally  opposed  to  having  any  law  compelling  them 
to  take  one  or  more  apprentices  to  ships  engaged  in 
foreign  trade,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  said  Committee 
should  a  law  be  passed  requiring  any  vessel  engaged 
in  foreign  Commerce  to  take  apprentices,  it  would  1)c 
disapproved  by  the  principal  part  of  the  Commercial 
Community  and  cause  much  trouble  &  inconvenience  to 
all  ship  owners." 

"This  Committee  are  aware  that  a  large  portion 
of  the  vSeamen  navigating  our  ships  at  tliis  time,  arc 
foreigners  ;  but  as  long  as  a  sufficient  number  of  Ameri- 
can vSeamen  can  be  obtained  to  clear  our  vShips  according 
to  law,  no  ship  owner  would  willingh  consent  to  l)e 
burthened  with  apprentice  l^oys  to  his  ship." 

"  I^oys  from  13  to  16  years  of  age,  when  thc\  iirst 
commence  going  to  sea  are  of  very  little  service  and 
cannot  do  sufficient  la])or  to  \)'a\  for  their  l)()ai-(l."  *' 
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We  arc  scnsihle  of  the  importance  of  having-  our 
ships  naviii^ated  In  American  seamen,  l)ut  do  not  pretend 
to  decide  upon  the  most  eligil)le  method  of  accompHsh- 
ing  this  ohject.  A\'e  would  ho\vc\  er  sug^^est  that  a  hiw 
might  be  passed  requiring  all  merchants  sending  ships 
on  foreign  vo\ages,  to  take  one  or  more  boys  from 
13  to  16  years  of  age  in  each  vessel  for  the  voyage 
&c.,  &;c.  ^-  *  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  manv  of  oin*  merchants  would  not  ap}Trove 
this  plan,  but  it  would  be  much  less  objectionable  than 
the  apprentice  svstem  <S:  be  the  means  of  increasing 
American  seaman  full  as  fast/'  Signed,  Daniel  C. 
Bacon,  Richard  Soule,  vSamuel  C^uinc\-.  Caleb  Curtis, 
Israel  Whitne}',  Winslow  Lewis. 

Looking  from  the  standpoint  of  to-da\ .  it  seems  a 
pity  the  apprentice  system  or  the  plan  suggested  had  not 
been  fully  carried  out. 

At  the  ({Uiirterly  meeting,  August,  1S39,  l^i^dier 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  passed,  Ikh  ing  refer- 
ence to  "a  large  museum  of  natural  X:  artificial  curi- 
osities," about  to  be  established  b\  some  gentlemen, 
who,  it  appears,  had  proposed,  under  certain  condi- 
tions, to  take  the  vSociety's  collection,  and  it  was 
asked,  If  tlie  vSocietx-  see  lit  to  accede  to  the  j)ropo- 
sition  alluded  to."  and  to  **gi\e  up  the  Cabinet  into 
the  hands  of  tlie  ])roprietors  of  the  nuiseuni.  with  thi- 
further  understanchng  that  the  \ai'ious  articles  are  to 
])e  considered  the  j)roj)ert\  ol  the  lioston  Marine 
v^ocietN      etc.  ? 

At  the  tiiislee  meeting,  1st  ()ct()bcr.  iS^c).  the  (K'atli  ol" 
Thomas  b.ngbsh,  J-Ls(j..  hite  Sccretar\  .  was  announced, 
and  Kohert  1>.  I'.dcs  chosc!'.  Scci'etar\  ,  />;v>  /rw. 
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It  was  voted,  that  Danl  C.  Bacon  be  a  Committee 
to  make  enquiry  concerning  the  curiosities  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Boston  Marine  Society,  and  of  the  transfer- 
ring them  to  the  proprietors  of  the  new  Museum  now 
building  in  this  City  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  trustees." 

At  a  special  meeting  of  trustees,  ist  No\'eml)er,  1839, 
the  Committee  on  the  Museum  reported,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  derangement  in  the  concerns  of 
the  Persons  who  proposed  taking  the  curiosities  &c 
belonging  to  the  Society,  found  it  not  practical^le  to 
make  any  disposition  of  them  at  present." 

At  the  Annual  meeting,  5th  November,  at  the 
Exchange  Coflee  House,  seventy- three  members  were 
present,  fifty-five  at  supper. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  Lamb,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the 
Society,  it  was  voted,  as  a  token  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  their  late  Secretary  the  Society  grant  the 
sum  of  One  Hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  the  salary 
due  to  him  at  his  decease,  and  that  the  Trustees  allow 
the  same"  in  settlement  with  the  administrator  of  the 
deceased. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  B.  F. 
Greenough,  respecting  his  newly-invented  chemical  oil," 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  attend  an  exhibition 
of  the  same."  Another  committee  was  appointed  to 
"draft  a  petition  and  obtain  signatures  for  a  Light  house 
on  Minots  Ledge."  Funds  of  the  vSociety  at  this  date, 
^  $38,803.33. 

At  the  trustee  meeting,  7th  January,  1S40,  the  Com- 
mittee previously  appointed  reported  favorably  of  Mr. 
Grecnough's  new  chemical  oil  for  light-houses.  Copy 
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of  a  ver\'  lcnL;'th\  and  wcll-wordccl  petition,  is  likewise 
gi\'en.  for  the  lii^-ht-liousc  on  Minot's  Ledge  ;  \\\X\\  an 
e(|ually  long  and  well-worded  letter  to  lion.  Abbot 
Law  rence,  then  Member  of  Congress  at  Washington,  on 
the  same  subject. 

At  a  special  trustee  meeting.  Sth  ]\Li}  .  1S40.  xoted, 
*'That  I'hos  Lamb  Lscjr  the  treasurer  of  this  Corporation, 
be  authorized  to  receive  in  behalf  of  this  Corporation, 
from  the  Executor  of  the  will  of  Capt.  Thos  vS.  Winslow. 
late  of  said  Boston  deceased,  the  amount  of  the  legac\ 
given  in  said  will  to  this  corporation.  (b\-  the  name  of 
the  Boston  ALirine  vSocietv)  or  such  sums  as  the  said 
Executor  may  now  or  hereafter  pa\-  on  account  thereot. 
&  on  such  pavment  or  pa\  nients  to  execute  tS:  delixer  in 
l)ehalf  of  said  Corporation  a  Receipt  therefor  cS:  an  obli- 
gation to  refund  in  case  of  need  according  to  the  form 
proposed  by  said  Executor." 

At  the  Annual  meeting.  3d  Noxembcr.  1840.  "on 
motion  of  Mr.  Geo.  llallet.  it  was  Noted  that  the 
Committee  that  was  appointed  at  the  annual  meeting 
1839  ])etiti()n  Congress  for  an  a])])ropriation  to  build  a 
Light  House  on  Minots  Ledge,  be  requested  to  use  their 
best  en(lea\  ors  to  obtain  it  at  the  next  Congress."  The 
Committee  consisted  of  Daniel  C.  Ikicou.  Israel  W  hit- 
ney.  W'inslow  Lew  is,  and  Thomas  1).  Curtis. 

'i'he  • '  I  n\ entor\"  ot' Pr( )j)crt\  brlonging"  to  tlie  v^ocietx 
at  this  date,  show  s  an  amount  of  $30, 003. 33. 

\  aiious  matters,  in  C(/iuu'Cti( )n  with  pilotage  and 
pilots  ol  the  port.  ap|)ear  iVoni  time  to  tiinr.  with  the 
Usual  loutiiu'  bi'isiiu-ss  of  the-  Socirtx. 

••At  a  Ti-ustrr  Meeting  held  at  the  Neptuni-  Ins. 
()nice  2(1  March  iSp.  .\  communication  iVom  IMward 
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Blake  Esqr  administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Capt.  Dixey 
Wildes  deceased,  l^eing  read,"  it  was  Voted  Unani- 
mously that  in  view  of  the  circumstances  as  stated  in 
this  communication,  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  ^larine 
Society  ought  not  to  receive  and  do  herd)}'  decline 
receiving,  the  legacy  left  to  the  Society  by  the  will  of 
their  late  highly  respected  member  CaiDt.  Dixey  Wildes, 
Also  Voted  that  the  letter  of  ]Mr.  Blake  Administrator 
be  placed  on  file,  and  that  the  Secretary  communicate 
to  him  the  doings  of  the  Trustees  in  regard  to  it." 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Trustees  was  held  next 
day,  to  nominate  ''a  Commissioner  of  Pilots  and  Pilot- 
age," and  Capt.  Caleb  Curtis  was  recommended  to  the 
Governor  and  Council"  for  that  ofiice. 

''  A  Communication  from  Hon.  R.  C.  Winthrop 
respecting  Minots  Ledge  was  read,"  and  placed  on  file. 

Under  date  of  14th  April,  1S41,  appears  the  following 
letter  : 

Jo  the  President  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society  : 

Sir  :  We  request  you  to  call  a  Special  meeting  of  the 
Boston  Marine  Society  for  the  purpose  of  making 
arrangements  for  the  coming  Funeral  Ceremonial  for 
the  Death  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States  Wm 
Hy  Harrison. 

Respectfully  Your  Obt  Servts 
Caleb  Curtis,  Wm  Rollins,  Piiilo.  S.  Shelton, 
T.  Reed,  T.  C.  Smith. 

Tlie  special  meeting  was  called  on  tlic  i6th.  and  the 
following  resolutions  were  ofiered  l)y  John  S.  Sleeper, 
and  unanimously  accepted  : 
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"Whereas  the  death  of  William  llenr\-  Harrison  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Hero  the  Patriot  and 
the  Christian,  the  friend  of  his  Country  and  the  friend 
of  niankind.  is  justh'  regarded  as  an  afllicting  (Hspensa- 
tion  of  Providenee,  indeed  as  a  National  eahimity,  which 
lias  spread  sorrow  throiii>-h  the  hmd  and  chid  our  Citizens 
in  the  habiliments  of  mourning". 

•'Therefore  Resolved,  that  the  members  of  the  l^oston 
Marine  Society  fully  participate  in  the  general  grief  for 
the  death  of  this  distinguished  man  who  held  the  highest 
OfHce  in  the  gift  of  a  free  People,  and  who  ])y  his  last 
letter  addressed  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  in  New 
York  proved  himself  to  l)e  the  Sai/ors  Frioid, 

•'  Resolved,  that  the  Members  of  this  Society  fully 
approve  of  the  coin"se  adopted  bv  the  Citv  authorities  in 
making  arrangements  to  celebrate  the  Funeral  Obsequies 
of  William  Henry  Harrison  by  a  public  procession  and 
an  eul()g\-  :  and  will  use  all  their  exertions  as  indi\  iduals 
and  as  members  of  the  Societ\ ,  to  carr\'  out  the  wishes, 
in  this  respect  of  the  City  Authorities. 

'".Vnd  I^^K rtJier))iore  Resolved,  that  a  Committee  of 
se\en  be  a})})()inted  b\  the  President  to  retire  and  report 
at  this  meeting  an\'  arrangements  which  it  ma\  be 
considered  expedient  to  adopt  for  this  purpose." 

The  Committee  was  appointed.  **  retire^l  and  subse- 
(juenth  leported.  that  it  be  i-ecommeiuled  to  the  Mem- 
bers in  a  b()(l\-  to  join  the  l'\nieral  pioeessii )n  on  Tuesday 
next.  That  the  Members  appear  in  a  dark  costume 
ap])iopi-iate  to  the  occasion  wealing  crape  on  the  lett 
ai"m.  and  also  wearing  a  certain  badge,  which  will  be 
j)repare(l  for  the  Membei-s  exclusi\el\.  that  a  suitable 
banner  and  a  llag  beboine  b\  members  ot  the  Society, 
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and  the  whole  to  be  under  direction  of  the  ^Marshall 
Capt.  James  W.  Sever." 

These  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the 
city  papers,  and  ''a  printed  notice  sent  to  every  mem- 
ber now  at  home,"  and  it  was  voted,  ''that  in  case 
Capt.  Seaver  could  not  attend  to  the  duties  assigned 
him,  then  the  Committee  be  authorized  to  appoint 
another." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  4th  May,  1S41.  it  w\as 
moved  by  John  S.  Sleeper,  that  a  Committee  of  three 
be  raised  to  select  a  convenient  and  proper  room  for  the 
keeping  of  sundry  articles  (curiosities)  being  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Society  and  report  their  doings  at  the  next 
annual  meeting."  Daniel  C.  Bacon,  Thomas  C.  Smith, 
and  John  L.  Dimmock,  were  appointed. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  3d  August,  1S41,  held  at 
the  Exchange  Coffee  House,  thirty- three  members  were 
present,  thirty-one  at  supper.  ''A  communication  hav- 
ing been  read  from  Walter  Channing,  George  Blagdon, 
Ezra  S.  Gannett  and  C.  F.  Adams,  a  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Citizens  of  Boston  at  a  meeting  on  the 
5th  May  last,  to  take  into  consideration  the  practica- 
bility of  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  M.  Vattemare,"  it  was 
"Voted,  that  the  communication  be  placed  on  hie,  & 
that  the  President  reply  to  it  stating,  that  as  this  J^ociety 
was  instituted  solely  for  Charitable  purposes,  they  can  do 
nothing  in  their  corporate  capacity,  towards  promoting 
tlie  ol^jects  as  set  forth  in  that  communication,  at  the 
same  time  assuring  the  Committee  of  the  approval  of 
their  plan,  by  every  individual  present  at  the  meeting." 

We  have  no  record  of  the  purport  or  purpose  of  Air. 
Vattemare's  plan^  but  no  doubt  the  decision  accorded 
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with  llic  objects  of  the  vSocicty,  though  neither  in  action 
or  intent,  lias  it  ever  been     solely  charitable." 

It  was  \'()lc(l  that  a  Coniniitlee  of  Four  be  chosen 
to  visit  Minols  Ll-cIli^c  and  ascertain  the  diameter  and  the 
situation  of  the  surface  of  the  Led<i.-e  at  low  water  sprin<;- 
ti.les  and  report  at  the  i;exl  Annual  Meeting."  The 
L'onnnittce  was  chosen,  the  President  snl)sec|iiently 
added,  and  it  was  xoted.  *•  That  the  Coninnttee  apply  to 
the  Collect(n-  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  requesting  that 
the  Revenue  Ctitter  be  ordered  to  take  the  Committee  to 
Minots  Ledge  at  such  times  as  they  may  deem  pr()]:)er  to 
make  examination  as  to  its  extent.'' 

It  appears  here.  b\  a  letter  from  the  President,  that 
the  o]>ject  ot'  Mr.  \'attemare,  jtist  now  referred  to,  was 
co-operation  and  assistance.  pecimiar\-  or  otherwise, 
towards  soiue  lite!-ar\-  project. 

.\t  the  Amuial  meeting,  jd  \o\  ember,  i  S_|  i  .  at  the 
I:Lxchange  L'ollee  House,  theiew  ere  ninet\'-two  members 
present,  si\t\  were  at  the  supj)er. 

The  Connnittee  ou  Minot's  Ledge  pi'esented  and  reail 
their  re|)ort,  which  was  accejited.     It  is  as  follows. 

riu'X  rej)oii.  ••  Tlial  in  llie  name  of'  the  v'^ocietx  the\" 
applied  to  the  Collector  ol'  the  Port  lor  tlie  Ke\enue 
Cutter  to  take  them  to  tiie  Ledge  which  re(juest  was 
readily  granted  w  ith  the  assurance  that  he — the  Collec- 
tor—  would  cooperate  with  tiu-  Soeiet\'  in  an\  measure 
to  efVect  an  object  of  so  great  importance  to  the  \a\ iga- 
tion  of  Boston. 

*'T\vo  of  the  Connnitti'e  C'a])ts  I)anl  C.  liacon  and 
Samuel  CJjiincy  being  absent  tVom  the  cit\  .  their  places 
were  supplied  by  Capt.  Caleb  Ciutis  iS.  W  in.  A.  Well- 
man  Dcpty  Collector  —  both  members  ol  the  Society. — 
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Several  other  members  of  the  Socirlx  accompanied  the 
Committee. 

''On  the  19th  Aucrst  the  Commillcc  proceeded  t<.  t:u 
Ledge  in  the  Revenue  Cutter,  the  weather  \\a^  tine.  ^e:i 
perfectly  smooth,  the  tide  ehl)int^-  oil'  \er\  low.  wliich 
gave  the  Committee  an  opportunitv  of  ^ivin^-  the  Lcdii^e 
a  thorough  examination.  ]Minots  Led^e  consists  of  two 
rocks  lying  about  E.  N.  E.  \\\  S.  W.  from  each 
other,  only  four  hundred  feet  apart,  fifteen  leet  of  water 
betw^een  them  at  low  water.  I'he  Connnittee  hmded  on 
and  examined  both  rocks.  Tlic  outer  rock  j^rcsent^  a 
very  broken  surface,  with  deep  cre\'ices  exten(hn;j;  (l(<wn 
below"  the  line  of  low  water,  and  only  tw  eiUy  se\c-n  feet 
surface  above  water  one  way.  The  Western  or  inner 
rock  presents  a  solid  unl)roken  surface  of  more  than  f(»rt_\ 
feet  diameter,  the  centre  of  the  rock  is  lour  feet  ab<)\e 
low  water  mark  and  wdien  a  chameter  of  tliirtv  feet,  the 
probable  diameter  of  the  Light  house  i^  brought  to  a 
level  surface,  it  will  be  two  feet  ab()\  e  the  hue  of  low 
water  mark.  On  this  Rock  the  Committee  decided 
at  once  the  LighShouse  ought  to  be  built.  ( )n  the 
Western  or  inshore  side  a  vessel  can  la\  alongside  (»t  tlu- 
rock  drawing  nine  feet  \\'ater. 

"  Li  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  there-  can  n«' 
longer  be  a  question  of  the  j)racticabilit\-  <'t  erc-cting  a 
permanent  Light  house  on  this  rock.  It  l;iy>  <»nly  two 
miles  from  the  Glades  where  the  best  of  dranite  Stone^ 
can  easily  be  obtained. 

"The  great  importance  of  :i  bight  House  on  thi> 
Rock  is  too  well  known  to  recjuire  a  comment  in  thi- 
Report." 

Si'^iu'd  b\  the  Committee. 
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After  rca(lin<4'  the  N'arious  repoi^ts  and  stLiteincnts 
relatini;"  to  this  li^-ht-house.  one  teels  naturalK'  tempted 
to  enquire,  what  might  ha\e  been  the  I'esult  had  hah' 
the  eneriL4-\  and  ])ersistence  manifested  here.  l)een  dis- 
phiyed  in  the  needed  li^lit-slilp  on  Stellwai;-en  liank. 

'"The  Report  of  the  Committee  ap})ointed  at  a 
Qiiarterly  Meeting  lield  on  4th  May  hist,  to  procure  a 
suital)le  room  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Curiosities 
<S:c  of  the  v'^ocietN'  was  read."  acce}:)ted  and  })hiced  on  tile. 

••A   motion   was   made  W'inslow    Lewis  that  a 

Committee  l^e  raised  to  consider  and  report  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting,  what  measure  tlie  v*^ociet\'  will  take  to 
celebrate  a  Centennial  ^\nni\ersar\  at  the  meeting  in 
Noveml)er.  1S42.  and  that  the  (jo\ernment  of  the 
Societ}'  with  tlie  Committee  on  accounts  be  that  Com- 
mittee, also  that  J).  T.  Reed.  Wm.  v^turgis  <S:  Thos  I). 
Curtis  be  added  to  the  Committee." 

•'A  communication  from  Mr.  W.  v*^.  Chittenden 
of  Xew  ^'ork  to  the  vSecretar\  respecting  f  )g  bells  X:c. 
was  read  and  xoted  to  refer  the  same  to  Mr.  W  in.  .V. 
W'ellman  for  an  answer  and  report  at  the  next  ()^uarterly 
Meeting." 

A  (juarterh'  meeting  of  the  Societx'  was  held  at  the 
ICxchange  Coilee  House.  1st  I\'biiia]  \  .  iS}j.  "'rhe 
Comiuittee  appointed  at  the  last  animal  meeting  to  see 
w  hat  measures  the  Societx  would  adopt  in  resj-)ect  to  a 
Centennial  Celebration  in  iS}j.  made  the  following 
Report.  \  i/.  That  the\  ha\c"  examined  the  records  of  the 
v^ocietx  and  can  hud  no  dale  pre\  ions  to  lime  ()th.  i7j- 
().  S.  'i'he  name  of  \\  in.  Starke\  who  appear^  to  h:i\f 
been  one  of  tiu-  liist  f  )unders  ot"  this  v^ocietx  is  \o.  i 
in  the  Catalogue  and    his  Certificate'  as    Member  was 
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of  this  date.  Your  Committee  recommend  Monday 
30th  June  next  for  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  this 
Society." 

"As  to  the  most  appropriate  manner  of  celebrating 
this  anniversary,  your  Committee  recommend  that  the 
members  of  the  Society  be  requested  to  meet  on  that 
day  at  such  time  &  place  as  may  be  designated,  that  a 
dinner  be  provided  to  be  paid  for  by  the  ^Members. 
That  some  member  of  the  Society  be  requested  to 
deliver  an  address  on  the  occasion,  that  each  member  be 
charged  $2.50  for  his  ticket  to  the  dinner  and  the 
number  of  invited  guests  shall  not  exceed  fifteen,  any 
amount  subscribed  for  the  expenses  of  the  occasion 
exceeding  the  expenses  of  the  day  to  be  given  to  the 
funds  of  the  Society. 

"That  a  Committee  be  appointed  at  the  next  quarterly 
meeting,  to  nominate  a  Committee  to  carrv  into  effect 
the  above  and  make  such  arrangements  as  the\'  may 
think  best." 

The  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  Capts.  John 
Doak,  Caleb  Curtis,  and  Jairus  B.  Lincoln,  were  made 
a  "  Committee  to  nominate  a  Committee  of  fifteen,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  measures  recommended  in  the 
report.". 

"The  Committee  retired  &  subsequenth'  reported  the 
names  of  the  following  Gentlemen  to  constitute  that 
Committee."  Wm.  Sturgis,  Daniel  C.  Bacon,  Benj. 
Rich,  Richard  Soule,  Robert  B.  Storer,  Josiah  Bradlee, 
Thomas  B.  Curtis,  Willis  Howes,  Robert  ]>.  Forbes, 
Joseph  Ilart,  Thomas- Lamb,  Thomas  C.  vSmith,  Ilenrv 
Oxnard,  George  Hallet,  Samuel  t^uincy.  The  Prcsick^nt 
and  Capt.   Josiah   vSturgis  were  tlien   adcknl.     It  was 
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voted  -'that  tlic  Committee  ha\e  power  to  lix  the  day  for 
the  celel)ration,  to  fill  \acancies  and  to  add  to  their 
number  if  the\-  see  lit." 

.Vt  a  trustee  meeting-  at  the  Neptune  Insurance  OfHce. 
5th  April,  1842,  ".V  Communication  was  read  from 
Air.  Thos  J.  Allen.  President  of  the  Mercantile.  Library 
Association,  respecting*  the  Marine  !^ociet\'s  Aluseum  — 
^\'hich  is  on  lile — and  it  was  xoted  the  same  be  sul)mitted 
to  a  Committee  and  that  Thos  C.  vSniith  l)e  that  Com- 
mittee." 

At  a  special  meeting  of  trustees,  8th  April,  1842,  the 
following-  letter  from   vStephen  Pleasanton.  Escp,  fifth 

auditor  and  actini;-  commissioner  of  the  re\enue,  to 
Capt.  W  inslow  Lewis,  was  reach 

TtvEAsukv  DEPAirrMi:\T. 
^th  .Vuditor's  Office.  21st  March.  1S42. 

vSiK  :  —  I  send  \()U  enclosed  a  cop\'  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  I.  W.  P.  Lewis  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  \\'int]n()p.  with 
numerous  complaints  ai^ainst  the  mana^"emenl  of  the 
LiL!;ht  House  establishment,  and  the  project  of  a  law  tor 
transferrin!^-  it  to  the  TopoL^-i-aphical  Ihireau. 

It  seems  lie  has  come  here  in  aid  of  the  lihmts  to 
misrepresent  matters  to  Members  of  Coni;-ress  \s  ith  the 
\  ie\N  to  make  some  chan^vs  in  the  manaL^ement  of  our 
Lii^ht  Houses  1>\-  which  he  ma\  be  emj)lo\ed:  it  beini;" 
impossible  toi'  me.  as  he  had  no  caj)ital.  to  emplo\  him 
in  am  considerable  work. 

I  wish  \oii  to  la\  his  represi-ntat  ions  belore  the 
Marine  Societx  and  ask  it  liow  t'ai"  the\  considei'  Mi', 
i.ewis's  ri'pi'esL'iitat  ioiis  correct  oi"  otheiwise.  and  to 
ta\'or  me  w  ith  theii"  opinion  as  to  whelhei'  tlu-re  be  too 
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many  lights  or  not  on  the  Eastern  Coast,  and  as  to  the 
condition  and  management  of  the  establishment,  as  far 
as  they  are  acquainted  with  it." 

A  copy  of  Mr.  I.  W.  P.  Lewis'  letter  was  also  read, 
and  the  matter  referred  to  a  Committee. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  held  at  the  Exchange  Coflee 
House,  3d  May,  1842,  The  Committee  appointed  at 
the  last  quarterly  meeting  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
Centennial  Anniversary  Report.  That  they  recommend 
the  17th  June  next  for  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of 
this  Societ}'.  The}'  also  recommend  that  a  public 
address  before  the  Society  as  proposed  at  the  last  quar- 
terly meeting  be  dispensed  with.  They  also  recommend 
that  a  Committee  of  Five  be  appointed  by  the  Societ^' 
to  provide  a  dinner  &  make  such  arrangements  as  they 
may  think  best." 

This  was  accepted,  and  Thomas  B.  Curtis,  Daniel  C. 
Bacon,  John  S.  Sleeper,  John  L.  Dimmock,  and  Josiah 
Sturgis  were  appointed  the  Committee.  Subsequently 
the  President  and  Secretary  were  added. 

This  was  the  last  quarterly  meeting  before  the  Centen- 
nial celebration,  and  here  the  present  writer,  having 
followed  the  Society  by  its  records  through  the  first 
century  of  its  existence,  proposes  to  stop,  leaving  the 
compilation  of  the  present  century's  chronicles  to 
younger  and  abler  hands. 

In  selecting  items,  the  eflbrt  has  been,  without  being 
too  voluminous,  to  give  such  as  might  seem  of  greatest 
interest.  Any  two  or  more  persons  would,  of  course, 
differ  as  to  zv/iat  items  might  best  cover  the  intended 
ground,  but  the  compiler  lias  acted  according  to  the 
light  given  him. 
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The  extracts  sliow  couclush  eh"  the  <^reat  usefiihiess  of 
the  vSociety.  the  extent  and  \'ariety  of  its  hibors.  the 
earnestness,  zeal,  intei^-ritw  and  fearlessness  that  have 
characterized  it.  so  far  as  we  lia\  e  noted  its  career. 
Almost  exclusive  control  of  the  pilotage  of  l^oston,  the 
care  of  its  harbor,  supervision  of  the  li^ht-honses  of 
Massachusetts,  a  general  ^-uardini^-  and  oN  crsi^ht  of  all 
matters  relating  to  the  commerce  of  the  countr\ ,  \\  ()rds 
of  caution  or  advice  for  the  State  or  Federal  authorities, 
when  needed,  with  a  deep  interest  in  the  mariner,  of 
whatever  grade  or  condition,  are  noticeable  throughout. 

And  it  is  pleasant  to  observe  the  liberality  in  finan- 
cial matters,  shown  in  all  cases  where  improvements  or 
benefits  to  na\  igation  were  to  be  wrought,  v^omething 
was  required,  looking  towards  prospective  commer- 
cial advantages.  Attendant  upon  it.  an  expenditure 
of  monev  was  called  for.  In  no  case.  howe\  er  depleted 
the  treasurv,  was  it  withheld,  and  the  result  seems  to 
verifv  the  Scriptural  injunction  and  ]:)r()misc.  "cast  th\ 
bread  upon  the  waters,  and  thou  shalt  tind  it  after  manv 
days." 

l^he  charities  of  the  Society  ha\e  been  of  inestimable 
])enetit.  No  utterance  can  speak,  no  hand  porlra\  .  tlie 
wants  that  ha\  e  l)een  relieved,  the  cai'es  thai  ha\  e  been 
assuaged,  tlie  wounded  spii'its  that  ha\ e  been  solaced, 
the  crushed  i^eeds  tliat  ha\e  been  raisecL  b\  its  timeK  aid 
and  succor,  its  ])enelieent  bountx  .  The  good  it  has 
accomplishecL  the  generosit\  it  h;is  piaetieecL  staiul 
better  told  1>\  its  aehie\e(l  woi  ks  iind  1>\  giateliil  lieai  ts. 
than  b\  unskdk-d  pen  of  seiibe  —••or  j)lKirisee." 

That,  notwithstanding  the  \ast  and  lapid  changes  in 
our  nieicantile  maiine,  the  Soeiet\    nia\    long  eonlinue 
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its  usefulness  and  its  charities,  may  find  in  the  retrospect- 
i\'e  ^•ie\v  we  have  taken,  new  incentives  to  duty  and 
increased  stimuhis  to  action,  will  be  —  it  is  to  be  hoped 
—  the  aspiration  of  each  and  alb  who  read  these  glean- 
ings from  an  honored  past. 

The  museum,  so  often  referred  to,  was  given  by  the 
Society's  vote  to  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 
in  January,  1862.  We  extract  the  following  from  a 
letter  of  the  President  of  that  Society,  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  gift. 

Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Boston  Society  of 
Natural  History  be  given  to  the  Boston  Marine  Society, 
for  the  very  valuable  collection  of  birds  and  other  objects 
of  Natural  History,  articles  of  East  Indian  Manufacture 
&c,  presented  15th  Jany  1862. 

Resolved,  that  the  members  of  the  Boston  Marine 
Society  be  invited  to  visit  the  rooms  of  the  Boston 
Society  of  Natural  History,  in  the  present  or  new  build- 
ing, whenever  it  may  suit  their  convenience." 

Thus  ends  the  story  of  the  museum,  which  had  caused 
so  much  solicitude,  thought,  and  discussion.  One  can 
but  regret  that  the  Society  had  not  found  a  proper 
resting  place  for  it,  retained  it  in  their  charge,  and  added 
to  it. 

The  matter  of  a  library  is  still  in  abeyance.  The 
vSociety  has  a  small  number  of  books,  that  may  be  added 
to  by  the  members,  collectively  or  individually,  or  by 
others,  and  it  is  to  be  wished  and  hoped  that  speedy 
action  be  taken  towards  making  it  worthy  of  so  old  and 
respected  an  institution.  A  well-selected  and  arranged 
library,  with  maps  and  charts  adapted  to  the  wants  and 
tastes  of  those  whose  lives  have  l)een  mainl\      on  the 
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mountain  wa\'c.  their  homes  upon  the  deep."  wouUl  he 
an  attraction,  a  rest,  and  a  reward. 

It  is  thoui^ht  a  not  unhecoming  end  to  the  century's 
al^stracts,  will  he  found  in  the  rej^uhlished  account  of 
the  Centennial  celebration,  which  is  therefore  added, 
with  a  list  of  the  present  surviving  members  of  that 
day. 


Centennial  Celebration, 

June  17,  1842. 


^54 
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folds  o'ur  brave  forefathers  foui^lit  and  conquered.  This 
reh'c  of  l)y-[^()ne  days  attracted  the  attention  of  all  :  and 
wliat  i-endered  it  peculiarly  interestin<i^,  was  the  fact 
that  it  was  once  the  ]:)roperty  of  the  l^ritish  admiral. 
Sir  Isaac  Coffin,  a  native  of  Xantucket,  and  an 
honoi-aiA  nieinl)er  of  this  Society  :  and  presented  ])y 
him  to  Captain  JosiAii  vSturgis,  commander  of  the 
rex  enue  cutter  Hamilton. 

The  ta])les  were  neatly  arranged.  They  extended  the 
whole  length  of  the  hall,  witli  a  cross  table  at  the  head, 
on  the  centre  of  which,  was  a  large  and  elegant  por- 
celain BOWL,  originall}'  designed  foi'  the  reception 
of  piDicIu  but  which  was  filled,  on  this  happy  occasion, 
with  delicious  iced  IcnioJiadc.  This  bowl  was  presented 
to  the  vSociety,  a  number  of  years  ago.  by  Cajnain 
Jamks  Maoee. 

In  the  centre  of  two  of  the  tables,  were  placed  two 
objects,  which  attracted  much  attention,  namely,  two 
large  pitchers.  ]:)elonging  to  the  Societ\'  —  upon  (^ne 
side  of  each  is  inscribed  *•  Till-:  Boston  Marine 
Society:"  on  the  other  is  a  portrait  of  Washington, 
•'The  I'atiier  of  his  CorNiRV,"  with  the  inscription 
••A  MAN,  -cit/ioid  example  —  A  PAiKior,  \eithoi(t 
reproae/i .^^  There  is  an  interesting  fact  connected  with 
these  relics,  w  hich  it  ina\  not  l)e  improper  to  mention. 
At  the  time  that  the  "C)!!!  ICxchange  Coffee  1  louse" 
was  burnt,  these  pitchei's.  which  wei'e  there  de])osited. 
were  remo\\'d  to  a  neighboring  dweinng-hou.se,  where 
the\  remained,  unknown  to  an\  membi-i'  of  the  Soeietw 
muil  tiie  election  ol  the  j)rescMn  b.xehange  L'oll'ee  House, 
\s  hen  thi'\  w  ei'e  (le])osile(l  in  one  oi'  the  uppei'  I'ooins, 
where  were  receiUb  (hseoxered  b\  aeeidiMit. 
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At  the  head  of  the  centre  table,  was  placed  a  beautiful 
miniature  ship,  full  rigged,  emblematical  of  the  objects 
and  character  of  the  Society.  Elegant  flowers  and 
evergreens  were  tastefully  displayed  in  different  parts 
of  the  hall.  Indeed  nothing  was  wanting,  which  taste 
and  propriety  could  dictate,  to  contribute  to  the  gratifi- 
cation of  those  who  participated  in  the  festivities  of  the 
day. 

The  company,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  members  of  the  Society,  and  invited  guests, 
entered  the  dining  hall  at  half  past  three  o'clock;  the 
band  of  instrumental  music,  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  ship 
Ohio,  which  had  been  kindly  volunteered  for  the 
occasion,  meanwhile  playing  a  lively  air.  Israel 
Whitney,  Esq.,  the  President  of  the  Society,  presided 
at  the  tables,  assisted  by  Thomas  C.  Smith  and 
Thomas  B.  Curtis,  Esquires,  as  Vice-Presidents.  On 
the  right  of  the  President  w^ere  seated  Commodore  John 
B.  Nicholson,  of  the  U.  vS.  Navy,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
H.  Freeman,  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Franklin 
Dexter,  Esq.,  U.  S.  District  Attorney,  and  Captain 
Eben  Johnson,  President  of  the  Newburyport  Marine 
Society.  On  the  left  of  the  President  were  seated 
Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  collector  of  the  customs  for  this 
district.  Rev.  Edward  T.  Taylor,  pastor  of  the 
Seamen's  Bethel  in  North  Square,  Rev.  Alexander 
Young,  pastor  of  the  churcli  on  Churcli  Green,  and 
JosiAH  QuiNCY,  Jun.,  President  of  the  Senate  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. A  blessing  was  asked  by  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor, 
in  his  peculiarly  fervent  and  impressive  manner,  and 
the  company  proceeded  to  do  full  justice  to  tlie  good 
things  with  which  the  tables  were  abundantl}'  provided. 
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The  benediction  was  prononnccd  In  Rev.  Alex- 
AXDKR  YorxG,  and  when  the  cloth  was  removed, 
Ca})tain  Iskakl  Whitney,  the  President  of  the  Society 
arose,  and  adch'esscd  the  comj^anN  in  the  followinu^ 
lan<i^uaL;e  : 

GEN"rLi-:M i:\  :  The  olFicial  position  1  ha\  e  the  honor 
to  occnp\-  in  the  l^oston  Marine  Societv.  does.  I  am  tohl. 
make  it  incnmbent  on  me  to  sav  something"  in  the  wa\ 
of  l^-eakins^  bnlk"  on  this  jo\ous,  this  interesting  occa- 
sion. l'\)rtnnatel\'  for  \()n,  ^'entlemen,  \()nr  President 
cannot,  if  he  has  the  incHnation.  inllict  a  speech  on  xou. 
and  will  be  compelled  to  lea\'e  to  others,  who  ca;/  talk 

—  and  I  see  man\-  abont  me  who  ca)i.  and  talk  tcv//  too 

—  the  gratification  of  gi\  ing  some  acconnt  of  the  earlv 
formation,  objects  and  progress  of  the  Institntion,  whose 
Centennial  Anniversary  we  are  now  assembled  together 
to  connnemorate. 

At  onr  periodical  business  meetings,  we  have  often 
had  the  pleasure  of  exchanging  friendh-  greetings,  but 
ne\"er  before  ha\e  \ve  met  publich'  tor  that  ex}:)ress 
purpose.  Put.  gentlemen,  we  ha\e  )icvcr  hcfurc  been 
one  hundred  \ears  old  :  and  sureK  w  e  ma\  congratulate 
each  other,  that  although  oiu'  keel  -:as  laid  so  long  ago. 
we  still  remain  tight,  and  staunch,  and  strong,  and  ha\e 
a  shot  left  in  the  locker."  for  a  distressed  sliipmate  and 
his  famiK  .  w  henexcr  the\'  ina\  neiul  a  heljnng  hand. 

It  is  indeed  most  giatil\  iiig  that  this,  the  lirsl  call  to 
quarters."  has  been  promptK  responded  to  b\  so  man\ 
of  our  •  •  w  L'b-footed  "  brethren,  as  wcdl  as  b\  the  honor- 
ai\  members,  whom  we  ai'e  haj)i)\  to  hail  as  shi})mates. 
and  w  ithout  w  hose-  aid  the  eliaritii's  ol'  our  Societ\  uuisl 
ha\e  been  much  circuiuseiibed.      1  am  sure  I  am 
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expressing  the  feelings  of  one  and  all,  when  I  bid  a 
hearty  welcome  to  those  friends,  who  have  done  us  the 
honor  of  uniting  with  us  in  the  festivities  of  this  da\'  ; 
and  if,  in  the  course  of  our  congratulations  with  each 
other,  a  little  of  the  pride  of  sltitatloii^  a  little  of  the 
feeling  of  stiferioi-ity  on  account  of  the  high  privileges 
we  enjoy,  as  belonging  to  the  Boston  Marine  Society, — 
if  any  of  this  feeling  should  happen  to  show  itself,  I  hope 
our  friends  will  pardon  us,  and  we  will  tr\-  to  bear  in 
mind,  that  as  everybody  cannot  be  a  member,  it  is 
rather  their  misfortune  than  any  thing  else. 

Seriously,  gentlemen,  we  ought  to  be  proud,  we  are 
jDroud,  of  having  oiu*  names  associated  with  the  worthies 
who  are  enrolled  on  our  records  —  with  the  little  band 
who  composed  the  crew  of  our  good  ship  when  she  first 
put  to  sea,  a  century  ago,  under  a  Royal  register  from 
King  George  II.  of  England.  Somehow  or  other  we 
have  taken  out  a  new  register  since,  and  adopted  another 
flag.  For  the  reasons  of  this  strange  proceeding,  I  beg 
to  refer  you  to  the  Bunker  Hill  Legislatiire^  whicli,  by 
a  strange  coincidence,  happens  to  be  in  session  this  very 
day.  But  although  we  now  sail  under  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  instead  of  the  Red  Cross  of  old  England,  the 
objects  of  our  voyage  remain  the  same  —  bexe\'olenxe, 

USEFULNESS,    AND     THE     INTERESTS    OF     SEAMEN  AND 

NAVIGATION,  GENERALLY.  Long,  long  may  wc  continue 
to  be  an  Association  for  these  purposes  I 

But  I  must  not  forget,  gentlemen,  that  at  the  outset  I 
was  only  to  ''knock  off  the  battens,"  and  open  the 
hatches."  I  will  therefore  only  detain  }  ou  long  enough 
to  express  the  hope,  that  when  this  Society  assembles  to 
celebrate  its  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary,  the  members 
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who  iiKix'  then  he  present,  may  have  as  Li'ooci  reason  for 
l)ein<;-  prond  of  their  predecessors,  as  we  now  are  of 
liHini;-  the  phices  of  those  who  \va\(i  gone  l)efore  us  on 
the  \'()\a<;-e  to  **  tlie  un(hsco\ere(l  country."  \\'ith  us, 
their  nieniories  can  ne\  er  (he. 

1  will  now,  with  Nour  permission,  gentlemen,  read 
the  first  rei^-ular  toast,  prej^ared  l)y  the  Committee  of 
Arrano^cmcnts  : 

1.  The  Day — Fraught  witli  pleasing  recollections  of  t!ie  past 
—  may  the  termination  of  the  next  hundred  years  find  our  Asso- 
ciation in  full  vigor,  dispensing  charity  to  the  needy. 

Idiis  sentiment  was  recei\ed  with  acclamation.  The 
President  then  ga\  e  as  a  \  olunteer  : 

The  Fu7id$  of  the  Society — May  they  be  as  judiciously  dis- 
pensed, as  they  are  carefully  and  honorably  guarded. 

This  sentiment  was  responded  to  Thomas  Lamij, 
Esc[.,  the  Treasiu'er  of  the  vSocietw  who  in  the  following- 
neat  and  appropriate  remarks.  ga\e  some  interesting 
facts  connected  with  the  Institution,  and  described  the 
uscfidncss  l)y  which  it  has  hitherto  been  characterized  : 

Mk.  I*Ki':sii)i:\'r  :  1  will  re]:)l\  to  Nom  call.  with  the 
best  of  m\  abilitw  in  this  mode  of  explaining,"  so 
entireK  new  to  me. 

This  compan\'  was  incorj)oi"ated  in  the  \ear  17^  }.  b\ 
an  Act  ol'  (joxcrnoi'  Shii"le\  imder  his  liiitish  Majest\\s 
goxcrnnu'iU  of  tlie  Massachusetts  W\\  in  \\-\\  bhigland. 
and  was  denominated  the  "  Marine  Socie'tx  at  lioston  in 
New  Ihigland."  It  w  as  insliluted  twcbc  \L'ai  s  pre\  ionsK 
(in  17I-)  b\  a  number  of  j)ers()ns  who  were  or  had 
been  masters  ol  ships,  and  whosi-  j)rincipal  object  wa^ 
to  imj)ro\c'  theii'  knowledge  ot'  this  coast  b\  connmmi- 
cating  to  each  other  all  things  remaikalde  to  them  in 
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their  navigation  ;  and  another  important  object  was  that 
of  reHeving  one  another  and  their  famiHes  in  jDOverty,  or 
under  other  adverse  accidents  in  Hfe.  At  that  period 
the  knowledge  of  our  coast,  surrounded  as  it  is  with  so 
many  dangers  from  its  rocks  and  sand  banks  and  varia- 
ble weather,  especially  in  the  winter  months,  was  igno- 
rance compared  with  our  present  knowledge  from  charts 
so  perfect  that  everv  dangerous  rock  is  laid  down,  and 
buovs  placed  on  every  dangerous  sand  bank — with  light- 
houses on  every  prominent  headland  to  guide  e\'en  the 
stranger  to  a  safe  harbor.  Then  it  was  that  the  founders 
of  this  Society  laid  its  foundation,  and  they  continued  it, 
with  great  benefit  to  themselves  and  the  community, 
under  the  Governor  Shirley  charter,  until  the  year  1S09, 
when  an  additional  Act  of  Incorporation  was  granted  to 
it  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  under  the  title  of 
the  Boston  Marine  Society."  At  this  period,  the  funds 
of  the  Society  amounted  to  about  eight  thousand  dollars, 
and  its  yearly  grants  to  about  seven  hundred  dollars, —  a 
sum  not  so  great  that  the  increasing  w^ants  did  not  ask 
for  more.  We  all  know,  Mr.  President,  that  but  few  of 
our  ship-masters  receive  so  large  compensation  for  their 
services  as  to  allow  of  their  accumulating  property,  or 
to  leave  much  to  their  families,  should  the}'  be  suddenly 
taken  from  them.  Perhaps  there  is  no  department  of  so 
much  trust,  responsibility,  and  danger,  that  is  so  poorly 
paid  ;  but  at  the  same  time  1  would  not  be  luiderstood  as 
saying  tliat  the  ship-masters  from  this  countrv  are  not  as 
well  paid  as  ship-masters  from*  any  other  part  of  the 
world  ;  I  believe  they  arc  better  paid.  The  reason  can 
only  be  found  in  the  fact  that  so  many  find  it  an  agree- 
able employment,  that  competition   among  themsehcs 
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allows  of  the  cause.  And  added  to  that,  is  the  example 
and  competition  of  other  nations  in  the  cai  r\  ini;-  trade  ; 
for  our  ships  must  comj^ete  with  other  nations  all  the 
world  o\er.  lender  these  circumstances,  the  Hoston 
Marine  vSociety  at  this  period  (1S09)  illlo^vcd  one  half  of 
its  members  at  any  time  to  consist  of  persons  of  other 
professions  than  the  sea.  And  those  land  members 
were  to  pay  fifteen  dollars  each  for  life-membership,  and 
not  to  l)e  benefited  from  the  charity  fund  of  the  vSocietv. 

Besides  these  objects,  this  vSociety — composed  as  it  is 
of  our  most  active  ship-masters  and  practical  merchants  : 
gentlemen  who  are  supposed  to  have,  and  who  do  have, 
the  best  knowledge  of  all  the  prominent  objects  con- 
nected with  the  navigation  of  our  coast.  l)a\ ,  and  harbor 
—  is  referred  to  for  general  ach  ice  as  to  our  light-houses, 
buoys  and  other  matters  connected  therewith.  vSo 
important  the  reports  of  this  Society  been  to  our 

national,  state  and  citv  go\ei*nments.  that  hardh  an\ 
object  in  connection  with  them  is  attempted  without 
obtaining  its  approval.  It  has  connnittees  of  its  mem- 
bers for  various  ol:)jects.  One  is  a  Cofiuju'ttcc  of  Observa- 
tion :  a  committee,  Mr.  President,  which  I  hope  we  shall 
hear  from,  for  thev  were  a  committee  not  only  to  receive 
obser\ations  luit  to  make  them.  Their  (hit\  end)races 
that  of  receiving  such  ])articuhir  infoinialion  as  nia\ 
tend  to  i^romote  naval  know  kulge  :  and  all  the  inembers 
of  the  vS()ciet\  in  acti\e  ser\"ice  are  enjoined  to  coiinnu- 
nicate  to  them  all  interesting  tacts  w  ithin  their  obser\a- 
tion  or  e\])eiience.  Another  is  a  committee  constituted 
b\  our  1  A'L^islat ure.  tlu-  C'( >nnnissi( )nei"s  ot  Pilots.  wIkksc 
(iiit\  it  is  to  superintend  tlu"  whole  pilot  s\  stem  ot  this 
poll;    and  that  dut\ .  imptn'tanl  as  it  is.  has  b^'eii  most 


Centennial  Celebratlo7i. 


i6i 


ably  complied  with,  since  its  establishment,  as  all  our 
government  and  merchant  ships  can  well  testify,  from 
the  efficient  pilots  they  find  always  ready  nt  their  call. 

The  Society's  funds  have  gradually  increased  since  its 
commencement,  and  now  its  funded  property  amounts 
to  over  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  income  from  this 
fund  is  quarter  yearly  distributed  to  all  the  deserving 
applicants  within  its  regulations.  1  believe  I  can  say 
there  has  never  been  a  refusal  to  aid  a  deserving  object, 
and  many  of  these  beneficiaries  are  entirely  supported 
by  the  aid  they  receive  from  it.  The  yearly  collections 
and  donations  that  it  from  time  to  time  has  received, 
have  greatly  aided  the  increase  of  this  fund.  The  past 
ten  years  show  an  increase  of  about  eight  thousand 
dollars  to  it.  One  thousand  dollars  of  this  amount  came 
from  that  benefactor  to  this  and  many  other  worthy 
societies,  the  late  Theodore  Lyman,  Esq.  Other  sums 
of  less  magnitude  have  been  received  from  other  indi- 
viduals. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  President,  that  I  have  given  a  very 
imperfect  view  of  this  Society  —  but  I  know  that  we 
have  gentlemen  older  and  abler  than  myself,  who  can 
and  no  doubt  will  make  up  fully  for  my  deficiency. 

With  your  jDcrmission,  Mr.  President,  I  will  ofter  as 
a  sentiment : 

The  Ship7naster — A  most  important  actor  in  the  commerce, 
social  intercourse,  and  improvement  of  the  world. 

The  President  then  ga^'e  the  following  regular  senti- 
ments : 

2.     The  Preside7it  of  the  United  States. 
S.     The  Goveriior  of  this  Commoji'vealth . 
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The  President  read  a  letter  from  his  ICxcellency  the 
Governor,  re^i^rettini^-  his  inal)iHt\  to  ])e  present  on  the 
occasion. 

4.  The  Navy  —  The  sti'ong  arm  of  our  defence,  made  weak 
by  parsimonious  legislation. 

Commodore  Joiix  B.  Nriiolsox  returned  his  thanks 
for  the  kind  manner  in  which  the  Xa\  v  had  l)een  alluded 
to.  lie  stated  that  the  interests  of  the  merchant,  tlie 
ship-master,  and  tlic  officers  of  the  Xa^  y  were  identical. 

The  followini^'  regular  toasts  were  then  gi\  en  : 

o.  The  Good  Ship  Ufiitcd  States  —  May  no  one  ever  have 
command  of  the  quarter-deck  unless  he  is  conversant  with  the 
chart  of  public  opinion,  and  knows  how  to  steer  clear  of  the 
shoals  of  opposition. 

6.  The  old  ship  Massachusetts has  been  overhauled 
and  pronounced  perfectly  sea-worthy  — may  her  ollicers  do  their 
duty  with  a  single  eye  to  the  public  good. 

IIox.  JosiAH  C^riNcv.  Jr..  president  of  the  Senate 
of  JSlassachtisetts,  responded  to  the  last  sentiment. 

He  remarked  that  it  had  been  his  good  fortime  to  he 
seated  next  to  the  oldest  meml)er  of  the  vSocietw  present 
on  the  occasion. — to  a  gentleman  whose  name  for  more 
than  lifty  years  —  for  more  than  half  the  time  that  had 
elapsed  since  tlie  oi'gani/alion  of  the  vSocietN  .  had  heen 
borne  on  its  rolls.  T'hat  this,  howexer.  was  not  the 
onh'  association  that  comiected  his  xenerahle  fViend  \\  ith 
the  day  ;  that  ])oth  before  and  al'ter  tlie  battle  of  Huidvcr's 
J  lill.  iu'  had  been  a  soldiei"  in  the  arm\  ot'  the  Kex  olution. 
and  1)\  being  accideiitalU  absent  on  lea\e.  evseaped  an 
h( )!!( )ial  )le  death,  to  lead,  what  was  fai-  bettei".  a  usrtul 
and  honoiable  life.  I  ndei"  these  ci icumsta nces,  there- 
tore,  he  trusted  that  in  rej)l\inLi-  to  a  toast  iX'laling  to  the 
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former  honor,  and  the  present  situation  of  the  vState 
of  Massachusetts,  he  might  be  permitted  to  give, 

The  Warriors  of  our  native  Coufitry  —  Those  who  have 
defended  her  upon  the  land  —  those  who  have  fought  for  her 
on  the  ocean  —  the  memory  of  the  many  who  have  departed  — 
the  health  of  the  few  that  remain. 

Stephen  Codman,  Esq.,  the  gentleman  to  whom 
Mr.  Qiiincy  had  alluded,  seemed  much  affected  by  the 
remarks ;  insomuch  that,  on  rising  to  reply,  he  could 
hardly  give  utterance  to  his  feelings. 

Mr.  Qiiincy  again  rose,  and  said,  that  perhaps  he 
owed  his  venerable  friend  an  apology  for  having  called 
him  out  quite  so  unceremoniously  ;  but  if  he  had  in  any 
degree  shocked  his  modesty  by  being  too  complimentary, 
he  would  endeavor  to  atone  for  it,  by  alluding  to  the 
verse  of  an  old  song,  which  the  gentleman  had  just 
repeated,  that  in  these  temperance  times  might  lower 
him  in  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  hearers.  The  verse 
was  this  : 

"With  old  wine  and  old  friends  I  feel  no  decay, 
But  a  gentle  decline  as  life  passes  away.'' 

In  allusion  to  the  change  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
residts  of  conviviality  since  his  friend  w^as  first  admitted 
to  the  Society,  Mr.  Qiiincy  gave  : 

T/ie  Temperance  Reform  —  May  the  time  soon  come,  when 
no  man  shall  get  half  seas  over,  unless,  with  the  sailor,  he  gets 
half  seas  over  upon  water. 

The  President  then  gave  the  following  regular  senti- 
ment : 

7.  The  Laixjs  of  our  Country  —  With  efficient  ofTicers  to 
advocate  them,  it  will  require  a  dexfer-ous  hand  to  evade  them. 
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Tlic  Hon.  I-^RAXKLix  Dexter.  U.  vS.  District  Attor- 
ney* rose  and  reiiKirked  : 

I  feel  much  honored  in  l)eini;-  permitted  at  this  inter- 
estinii;  festival  to  represent  the  admiralty  courts  of  the 
district  ;  and  I  regret  tiiat  the  distin<;-uished  judges 
of  those  courts  are  not  present  to  declare  for  themselves 
the  high  \  alue  they  put  upon  the  good  intluence  of  the 
Boston  Marine  Society.  Others,  better  than  1,  can  state 
the  particular  modes  in  \vhich  that  inHuence  is  exerted  ; 
but  I  see  in  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  that  xour 
Societ\'  is  intrusted  with  important  powers,  and  has  long 
cnjo\ed  the  confidence  of  the  Legislature,  and  I  hear 
your  good  report  in  the  mouths  of  all  honorable  men. 

vSince  T  have  held  the  office  which  has  procured  mc 
the  honor  of  voiu*  in\  itation,  [  have  been  led  to  observe 
more  carefullv  the  character  of  sea-faring  men  :  and  I 
have  had  reason  to  belie\'e.  that  while  as  a  class  thev 
particularh'  need,  they  are,  more  than  is  commonlv 
supposed,  open  to  the  inthience  of  good  adx  ice  and 
example.  Other  societies  have  undertaken  tlie  care 
of  the  seamen  of  the  port,  with  most  l)ene\  ()lent  etlbrts  ; 
and  I  see  a  reserend  guest  near  nou  to  whose  /eal  in 
their  ser\  ice  too  much  praise  cannot  be  gi\en. 

A  similai'.  though  more  silent,  inthience  is  exiM'ted 
\our  S()cict\  ()\er  the  shi j)-inastcMs.  ThcN'  tecl  the  \alue 
of  \()ur  approbation,  and  thcii"  admission  to  Nour  num- 
])er  is  a  strong  certiticate  of  ineiit  in  their  protc^sion. 
W'itli  tlicse  \  iew  s  ot'  tlie  usct'nlness  ot  xour  Institution, 
indcprndcntK  ot'  its  lil)eral  chaiitics,  I  ollei"  as  a  senti- 
ment : 

7V/(-  /iostoN  Murine  Socirtx — I\\cirisinLj  iiniv)rt:uif  jiowcrs 
tor   tlie    protct't ion    of  coinniorcc    aiul    niwiL^.it ion,    ni:iy  tlicv 
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continue  to  find  their  reward  in  the  gratitude  and  confidence 
of  the  community. 

The  next  regular  toast  was  as  follows  : 

8.  The  Merckattis  of  Boston  —  High  as  they  deservedly 
stand,  we  cannot  forget  that  good  sailors  have  obtained  to  the 
topmost  rank  amongst  them. 

Thomas  B.  Curtis,  Esq.,  replied  to  the  above  senti- 
ment in  the  following  language  : 

Mr.  President  —  I  little  expected  such  a  broadside 
from  your  gallant  frigate  in  taking  the  exposed  seat 
which  I  occupy,  and  wdiich  was  to  have  been  filled  by 
one  of  the  worthiest  members  of  our  Society  —  one  who, 
I  will  venture  to  say,  wherever  he  may  be,  is  doing  his 
duty.  Regretting  the  absence  of  our  valued  friend, 
permit  me  to  say,  that  when  it  was  proposed  to  com- 
memorate the  hundredth  year  of  our  corporate  existence, 
it  seemed  to  me  a  long  lapse  of  time  ;  but  wdien,  on 
comparing  dates,  I  found  that  I  had  myself  been  a 
member  a  quarter  part  of  that  period,  I  ceased  to 
consider  it  as  so  very  long  a  time.  Having  been  honored 
by  election  to  various  offices  of  trust  since  I  became  a 
member,  including  that  of  President,  I  cannot  but  feel 
a  deep  interest  in  all  that  conduces  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Society,  and  its  members  individually ;  and  I  feel  an 
honest  pride  in  looking  back  to  the  days  when,  like 
many  wdiose  familiar  faces  surround  me,  I  was  an  active 
ship-master  ;  and.  Sir,  if  my  life  was  now  to  be  recom- 
menced, I  should  be  most  happy  to  go  through  the  same 
course  which  led  me,  at  an  early  age,  to  the  rank  of  an 
old  ship-master. 

The  learned  law  officer,  who  so  gracefully  represents 
the  admiralty  court,  has  alluded  to  otlier  duties  pertaining 


Cc  )itcn  u  in/  Celeb  rat  io  n . 


to  this  Socictv  besides  those  of  a  benevolent  nature  — 
])ut  it  nia\'  not  be  known  to  all.  that  the  trustees  have 
long  been  charged  with  the  care  and  supervision  of  the 
pilotage  of  the  port  —  fornierly  an  arduous  and  thankless 
office,  but  now  rendered  an  eas\'  and  agreeable  dutv, 
through  the  ethcienc\'  and  esprit  d u  eorps  of  the  pilots 
themselves  :  \\  iio.  as  a  body,  I  am  free  to  say,  are  not 
surpassed  b\-  any.  These  duties  are  analogous  to  those 
of  the  Rider  Bret/ireii  of  the  Trinity,"  of  England  — 
and  now  that  we  are  a  century  old,  I  do  not  know  that 
the  same  title  should  be  withheld. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  see  so  man\'  of  our  members 
together  on  this  interesting  occasion  —  but  yet  it  is  not 
unmixed  with  pain  in  reflecting,  that  it  is  owing  to  the 
depressed  state  of  our  commerce  that  so  many  are  here  ; 
and,  in  that  respect,  I  hope  never  to  meet  so  numerous 
a  company  again  at  a  meeting  like  this.  Sir,  our  mem- 
bers are  not  a  Jio})ie-\\  people  ;  their  business  is  abroad. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  oHer  a  sentiment  which, 
if  not  personal,  is  of  national  character. 

TJie  Freedom  of  the  Seas  —  We  are  always  <;lad  to  receive  our 
neighbors  at  home,  but  we  must  deeline  their  searching  visita- 
tions al^road. 

0.  Tlie  Boston  Custo)n  House  —  A  strong  link-on  the  grand 
cliain  connecting  our  commercial  interests  with  those  of  the 
general  government. 

I'pon  this  toast  being  druniv.  lion.  Li:\i  Lincoln, 
the  Collector  oi'  the  port,  rose,  and  in  allusion  to  the 
])la\  upon  his  name,  sporti\cd\  remarked,  that  the 
a])j)eal  to  him  was  altogether  too  pi  )-sn)ial.  to  j)ermit 
him  to  remain  silent.  lie  might  object  to  it.  also,  as 
i)i(t   of'  itnier.    inasmuch   as    it    was    in  violation  ol  a 
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wholesome  parliamentary  law,  which  seemed  to  him 
quite  as  reasonable  in  its  application  to  a  public  festival, 
as  in  debate, — that  'mio  gentleman  should  be  referred 
to  by  name."  If  the  intention  was,  that  he  should  make 
a  speech  in  reply,  he  might  well  complain  that  he  had 
been  most  sadly  taken  in,  on  the  occasion.  It  was  the 
last  thing  for  which,  at  this  time,  he  should  have  come 
prepared.  Why,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  L.)  on  look- 
ing around  these  tables,  I  see  here  a  company  of  intelli- 
gent, practical  gentlemen,  with  not  a  single  Coiigress- 
maji  among  them,  and  but  a  ''sprinkling"  of  members 
of  the  General  Co?irt ;  and  I  might  well  have  hoped 
that  /lere^  as  elsewhere^  they  w^ould  prefer  to  do  their 
own  work,  and  ask  no  aid  from  others  to  the  entertain- 
ment. To  be  serious,  however,  he  would  most  gladly 
so  far  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  now  afforded 
him,  as  to  return  his  most  cordial  thanks  for  the  honor 
done  him  by  the  Society,  in  permitting  him  to  partici- 
pate in  the  enjoyments  of  tliis  festival.  From  what  he 
had  already  seen  and  heard,  it  was  an  occasion  full 
of  interest.  He  regretted  that  the  celebration  was  not 
more  formal  and  public,  and  that  the  opportunity  had 
not  been  improved  to  give  to  the  community  generally, 
some  account  of  the  Association,  of  its  many  good 
deeds  of  charity,  and  its  extensive  and  beneficent 
influence  upon  the  happiness  of  individuals  and  families, 
and  the  security  and  welfare  of  societ}'.  So  modest 
and  unobtrusive,  indeed,  had  been  its  course,  that  few. 
beyond  the  reach  of  its  bounties,  scarceh  knew  of  its 
existence,  wdiile  there  was  hardlv  an  institution,  which 
could  be  named,  more  deser\'ing  of  notice,  or  iK^ttcr 
entitled  to  ]:)ublic  fa\  or. 


^'our  w'ortln  President  has  told  us.  that  this  is  an 
a}icic)it  vS()ciet\'.  of  an  hunch'ed  \  ears'  existence  :  that  it 
\\'as  incorporated  in  the  reii^'n  of  Geor<^e  II..  1)\  the 
authorit\' of  the  ProN  incial  (jovernnient  of  ^lassachiisetts 
Ba\ .  \"enerable  as  it  is  thus  made  bv  ai^c.  (said  ^Ir. 
L.)  1  ha\'e  this  moment  cast  m\  e\e  upon  a  paper  now 
hiving  before  you,  Mr.  President,  which,  by  the  most 
touching  association,  gives  to  this  Institution,  in  \\\\ 
mind,  a  more  particuhir  and  far  deeper  interest. 
Although,  nearh'  a  centurv  ago.  tliis  Society  took  the 
form  of  legal  organization  under  a  royal  cJiartcr.  yet 
the  document  to  which  1  refer,  in  the  \ear  1809,  now 
one  third  of  a  centur\  since,  gave  to  it  a  rcpublicaji 
rcorganizatioji .  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  to  this  act  I  see 
affixed  the  signature  of  my  own  fathei*.  then  exercising 
the  chief  executi\'e  oliice  of  state.  Hence,  although 
before  a  stranger  to  the  Societx ,  I  alreach'  feel  now  . 
as  it  were,  at  home,  an  associate,  and  in  fellowship  w  ith 
you. 

I'he  date  of  the  origin  of  this  Institution  carries  the 
mind  back  to  the  infancy  of  the  country.  How  t'ull  of 
thought  is  the  recurrence  to  this  earh'  ])eriod  in  its  his- 
tor\-  !  Tlic  centennial  celebrations  w  hich  ha\  e  been  held 
within  a  few  of  tlie  past  \  ears.  ha\  e  done  much  to  gather 
fresli  fragrance  to  the  meinorx  ol'  our  \enerated  ances- 
toi's.  As  to  the  o/'/i^'/j/  and  (^hjccts  ot  tjiis  Societ\  .  w c 
ha\e  l)ut  another  ilhistiatioii  of  their  pure  and  noble 
character.  A  lew  sra-tariiig  men.  poor  but  enterpris- 
ing, engaged  in  an  emplo\ment  the  most  j)erilous  to 
fortune  and  to  hie.  as.sociate  together  foi-  puiposes  \\\ 
once  the  most  bciielicial  to  the  puisuiN  ot'  business,  and 
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the  dearest  to  humanity.  In  the  impressive  language  of 
the  original  charter,  now  before  me,  I  reach  the  princi- 
pal ends  of  the  Society  are  to  improve  the  knowledge  of 
this  coast,  by  their  several  members,  upon  their  arrival 
from  sea,  communicating  their  observations,  inward  and 
outward,  of  the  variation  of  the  needle,  the  soundings, 
courses,  and  distances,  and  all  other  remarkable  things 
about  it,  in  writing,  to  be  lodged  with  the  vSociety,  for 
the  making  of  the  navigation  more  safe;  —  and  also,  to 
relieve  one  another,  and  their  families,  in  poverty,  or 
other  adverse  accidents  of  life,  which  they  are  more  par- 
ticularly liable  to  ; — and  have,  for  this  end,  raised  a  con- 
siderable common  stock,  out  of  which  they  have,  from 
time*  to  time,  contributed  largely  for  the  aforesaid  jDur- 
poses."  How  enlightened  and  liberal,  and  to  a  great 
degree,  how  personally  disinterested,  these  objects  !  Not 
for  themselves  alone,  nor  yet  for  their  families  only,  were 
these  results  of  nautical  obseivations  and  experience  to 
be  acquired,  but  the  recorded  communications  wxre  to 
teach  to  others  a  knowledge  of  the  hazards  of  the  coast, 
and  to  be  the  safeguard  of  the  navigator,  for  all  future 
time.  It  is  to  this  early  attention  to  the  character  of  our 
rugged  and  dangerous  shores,  with  the  never-ceasing 
watchfulness  of  this  Society,  at  all  times,  in  advising 
to  securities  and  facilities  to  their  approach,  that  we  are 
indebted,  rather  and  more  than  to  any  other  agency,  for 
the  advantages* of  our  northern  harbors  and  seaports,  the 
grovvtli  and  prosperity  of  this  commercial  capital,  and 
the  richer  fruits  of  intercourse  and  correspondence, 
which  are  the  enjoyments  of  the  present  dav. 

One  word,  Mr.  President,  in  reference  to  the  charita- 
ble fund  of  this  Society.    And  how  does  it  seem  to  put 
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aluiost  to  very  sJia))ic  the  \'auntc(l  libera lit\'  and  con- 
tributions of  later  time  I  It  was  not  of  their  abundance, 
as  now.  but  from  personal  experience  of  privation  and 
sufferini;-.  that  a  few  manly  seamen,  a  coitiiry  ai^'o.  laid 
the  foundation  of  this  noble  benefaction.  I'rom  their 
perils  upon  the  ocean,  and  the  scant\  recomjiense  of 
their  hardships  and  their  toils,  they  clieerfully  de\  ()ted  a 
portion  of  their  pittance  in  relief  of  po\ert\  and  the 
adverse  accidents  of  life."  with  those  more  dependent 
and  destitute  than  themselves.  It  was  indeed  the  spirit 
of  the  men  and  of  the  ai^e  to  be  disinterested,  self-sacri- 
ficing^", and  ^'eneroiis  :  and  to  these  traits  of  character  in 
our  ancestors  may  now  be  traced  the  ori^ifi  of  most  of 
those  public  institutions  of  utilitv  and  ]3hilanthrop\ , 
which  are  justh'  the  boast  and  the  glorx  of  our  land.  If 
there  be  one  thing-,  above  all  others,  for  which  the  mem- 
ories of  our  fathers  should  be  cherished,  and  their  names 
fore\'er  honored,  it  is  for  founding-  tlie  charities  w  hich 
we  are  }:)ermitted  to  administer,  and  planting-  the  institu- 
tions of  instruction,  know  ledge,  and  beneticence.  whicii 
it  becomes  the  dut\  and  the  pri\  ile^e  of  this  and  coming- 
generations  to  improxe  and  to  exten(h 

Mr.  Lincoln  said,  in  conclusion,  he  had  understood 
that  the  vSociety  was  exclusi\eh  composed  ot'  members, 
who  are.  or  had  been  masters  of  \essels.  or  otherw  ise 
engaged  in  commerce;  and  in  reference  to  them  he 
would  oiler,  as  a  sentiment  : 

T/ic  Intrnsis  of  jXdi'iiidfiofi  (uut  Traitc — W'liicli  must  c\er 
be  fostered  ami  honored  in  a  eommunilw  wheie  tlie  lii^t  fruits 
()f  success  in  business  are  eonsec  rated  to  deeds  of  eharitv,  ami 
tlie  improvement  of  tlie  moral  eondition  ofsoc'ictv. 
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The  next  regular  toast  was  : 

10.  The  Marhie  Corps  of  this  Station  —  With  a  Freeman 
in  command,  subordination  and  discipline  must  prevail. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Freeman  briefly  responded 
to  this  sentiment,  and  spoke  of  the  kind  feelings  and 
sympathy  which  should  ever  exist  between  seamen  and 
marines.  He  concluded  by  giving  the  following  senti- 
ment : 

Bosto7i  —  Her  long-established  and  permanent  Associations  — 
good  evidence  of  the  philanthropy,  intelligence,  and  I  may  add,  y 
hospitality,  of  this  Society. 

The  eleventh  regular  sentiment  was  as  follows  : 

11.  Our  Sister  Associatiotis  ifi  Salein  a7id  Newhuryport  — 
Co-laborers  in  the  same  holy  cause  —  may  their  efforts  prove 
eminently  successful. 

Capt.  Johnson,  President  of  the  Newburyport  Marine 
Society,  returned  thanks  in  behalf  of  the  Association  he 
represented,  and  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  its 
rise  and  progress.  It  was  formed  in  1772,  by  the  asso- 
ciation of  six  shipmasters,  who  contributed  a  guinea 
each  ;  and  from  that  time  the  funds  have  been  accumu- 
lating, until  they  amount  to  seventeen  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  Society  has  been  enabled  to  expend  six 
hundred  dollars  yearly  in  charity  —  all  that  has  been 
required. 

The  Bost07i  Alariiie  Society  —  The  first  to  receive  a  charter 
from  the  Provincial  Government  —  may  it  be  the  last  to  be  com- 
pelled to  surrender  to  any  other  government. 

Here  the  President  read  the  following  letter  from  the 
President  of  the  Salem  East-India  Marine  vSocict}' : 
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Salem.  June  14,  1S42. 

Gentlemen  —  I  have  just  received  your  polite  invita- 
tion to dine  witli  the  members  of  the  Boston  Marine 
Society  on  the  r/tli  inst..  in  commemoration  of  the  one 
hundredtli  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  that  Institu- 
tion." and  I  am  cxtrcmeh'  sorr\'  to  saw  that  circum- 
stances over  which  I  ha\'e  no  control,  w  ill  pre\  ent  m\- 
attendance  on  that  interesting  occasion. 

Allow  me,  however,  in  behalf  of  the  vSociet\'  I  ha\e 
the  honor  to  represent,  to  return  you  unfeigned  thanks 
for  thus  extending  to  us.  at  this  time,  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship,  and  to  assure  you  that  the  mutual  inter- 
chan<re  of  social  feelinfjs  and  kind  intercourse  between 
the  two  societies,  which  have  mainh  in  \  iew  the  same 
good  and  laudable  objects,  will  ever  afford  us  the  highest 
satisfaction.  Permit  me  to  propose,  as  the  toast  of  the 
"  vSalem  East-India  Marine  Society." 

The  Boston  AIa7'inc  Society  —  The  great  progenitor  of  all 
similar  societies  throughout  the  Union  —  may  the  prosperity  of 
its  members  be  as  imiversal  as  their  enterprise  anti  liberality  are 
unbounded. 

With  high  considerations  and  respect. 

1  remain,  gentlemen.  Nour  ob't  ser\ant. 

c.  M.  EXDicorr. 

President  of  the  S.  \\.  1.  M.  v^ociety. 

12.     The  Press  Ga7io- — Tlic  great  of  sailors  in  oKlen 

time — now  their  most  fearless  delcMulers. 

The  tollowing  letter  had  been  receixed  tVom  L'ol. 
C'l  I  .\!{  i.i;s  (i.  ( iK  i:r;\ i:,  the  editor  ot'  the  "Morning 
Post."  and  was  now  read  tVom  the  C'haii". 
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Boston,  17th  June,  1S42. 

Gentlemen  —  Please  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your 
very  kind  invitation  to  dine  with  the  Boston  Marine 
Society  this  day.  It  would  afford  me  the  highest  gratifi- 
cation to  be  at  your  board  on  this  agreeable  occasion,  if 
it  were  possible  ;  but  other  engagements,  of  an  impera- 
tive character,  will  deprive  me  of  that  pleasure. 

The  noble  objects  for  which  your  Association  was 
formed,  and  the  liberal  and  honorable  manner  in  which 
your  predecessors,  and  the  present  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety, have  discharged  the  philanthropic  dut}'  voluntarily 
assumed  by  them,  must  excite  the  warm  admiration  of 
every  benevolent  heart.  In  the  continuance  and  success 
of  the  Marine  Society,  I  feel  more  than  an  ordinary  inter- 
est, from  the  fact  that  three  of  my  brothers,  for  many 
years,  had  their  home  upon  the  ocean,  and  one  of  them 
now  sleeps  in  its  bosom. 

But,  gentlemen,  lest  I  weary  your  patience,  I  will 
conclude  this  hasty  note  by  adding  a  sentiment  which, 
if  you  think  proper,  you  may  hand  to  your  toast-master  : 

The  True  Sailor — His  heart  is  as  wide  as  the  domain  he 
traverses;  his  sympathy  ends  but  with  his  life,  and  his  aid  but 
with  his  power  to  relieve. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
CHARLES  G.  GREENE. 
To  Israel  Whitney  and  others. 

Committee  of  arrangeme?its^  d'C. 

Wm.  Hayden,  Esq.,  senior  editor  of  the  Boston 
Atlas,"  on  being  loudly  called  on,  responded  to  the 
compliment  to  the  Press,  as  follows  : 
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lie  said  he  rose  to  make  acknowledgment  of  the  toast 
which  had  just  been  announced.  He  expressed  his 
regret  that  no  one  appeared  to  l)e  present,  Init  himself, 
whose  peculiar  dut\'  it  was  to  answer  a  sentiment 
intended  as  a  compliment  to  the  Press.  He  couhl  ha\e 
wished  that  some  more  able  representative  of  the  pro- 
fession was  there,  to  stand  up  in  its  behalf:  and  e\en 
if  his  political  opponent,  whose  courteous  letter  had 
just  been  read  from  the  Chair,  had  found  it  convenient 
to  be  present, — although,  Mr.  II.  said,  he  should  not 
have  been  willing  to  surrender  anv  political  point  to  tliat 
gentleman,  vet  he  should  ha\'e  freel\-  vielded  to  him 
the  honor  of  replving  to  this  sentiment,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  superior  ability  to  perform  the 
duty.  iVIr.  H.  said  he  professed  to  have  some  little 
taste  in  paintings,  and  he  could  safely  say.  as  he  cast 
his  eyes  around  uj^on  the  highly  respectable  com})any 
assembled  at  these  tables,  that  he  IkuI  never  seen  a  better 
77iarlnc  vlczv  in  his  life.  He  felt  it  an  honor  to  be  called 
upon  to  address  e\'en  a  few  words  to  so  ]:)raisew()rthy  an 
Association  as  this:  and  if  the  prophetic  hoj^e  expressed 
just  now,  b\  the  rex  erend  gentleman  in  the  \  icinity  of 
the  Chair,  were  to  be  realized,  and  the  ]:)resent  President 
of  the  Association  should  l)e  called  upon  to  preside  over 
its  (lelil)erations.  its  charities,  and  its  festi\ities.  tor  a 
iumdred  \ears  to  come.  Mr.  H.  begged  the  President  to 
remember.  tVom  time  to  time,  dui  iug  the  w  liole  ceuturx  . 
that  the  IJostoii  Atlas  was  still  in  exist^'uee.  and  that  he 
(  Ml".  II.)  was  its  editoi-. 

Mr.  ila\(len  said  it  was  well  known  that  the  mer- 
chants of  lioston  were  pre-emiiieiitK  dlstiiiguisheib  not 
onl\    in  this  counti\.  but  all    the  world  oxer,  for  llu'ir 


Centennial  Celebration. 


intelligence,  their  integrity,  their  enterprise,  and  their 
liberality,  They  had  always  been  among  the  most 
generous  and  disinterested  supporters  of  the  public 
newspaper  press,  and  he  had  good  reason  to  know 
that  they  had  lost  nothing  of  that  characteristic  of  late. 
He  concluded  by  proposing  the  following  sentiment : 

The  Mercka?its  of  Boston  —  The  Hberai  and  enlightened  sup- 
porters of  a  free  and  independent  Press. 

23.  Woma7i  —  When  the  gales  of  adversity  drive  us  on  the 
rocks  of  misfortune,  she  is  ever  ready  to  fly  to  our  rescue. 

The  Clergy  —  Although  we  have  yoiiiig  Christian  leaders, 
they  prove  themselves  veteraiis  in  their  holy  vocation. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  Young  replied  as  follows  : 
Mr.  President-^ I  suppose  it  is  expected,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  from  which  there  is  no  escape,  that  I  should 
say  something  in  response  to  the  sentiment  just  given. 
And  yet  I  must  frankly  confess  to  you.  Sir,  that  though 
I  see  all  around  me  the  familiar  faces  of  my  parishioners 
and  friends,  I  do  not  feel  entirely  at  home  here.  In 
rising  to  address  you,  in  the  midst  of  so  many  old  ship- 
masters, it  seems  to  me  as  though  I  were  standing  on 
the  quarter-deck  with  the  speaking  trumpet  in  my  hand, 
a  situation  in  which  a  minister  must  feel  as  much 
embarrassed,  as  an  old  salt  in  the  pulpit.  I  can  only 
say,  that  I  esteem  it  a  great  privilege  to  have  been 
invited  to  unite  with  the  Boston  Marine  Society  in  the 
festivities  of  this  centennial  celebration.  Born  and 
brought  up  as  I  was  among  ships,  in  this  glorious  sea- 
port where  we  dwell,  some  of  my  earliest  recollections 
are  of  the  shrouds  which  I  have  climbed,  and  the  lubber- 
holes  which  I  penetrated,  and  the  yard-arms  along 
which  I  crept  in  my  boyish  days  ;  and  I  esteem  it  one 
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of  the  greatest  compliments  I  ever  received,  when  after 
preachin^i^  a  sermon,  one  day.  on  the  dangers  and  duties 
of  a  sea-life.  1  was  told,  hy  one  of  my  parisliioners 
largely  engaged  in  navigation,  that  I  was  the  only 
clergyman  he  had  ever  met  with,  who  seemed  to  know 
or  care  any  thing  about  a  ship.  It  was  my  good  fortune, 
some  years  ago,  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  with  as  noble  a 
company  as  ever  ventured  on  that  ocean,  among  whom 
were  two  individuals  whom  I  recogni/e  here  as  members 
of  your  Society.  That  voyage,  Sir,  opened  to  me  a 
new  view  of  sea  life  and  of  seamen  ;  and  from  that  time, 
the  adventurous  navigator,  with  his  hardv  and  weather- 
beaten  crew,  has  been  the  object  of  m\"  unfeigned 
admiration  and  respect.  Never  until  then  was  I  aware 
what  noble  and  manly  qualities  are  rec[uired  in  the  good 
sea-captain  —  what  watchfulness,  what  intrepiditv,  what 
nerve,  what  self-possession  and  presence  of  mind.  In  sea- 
sons of  alarm  and  danger,  he  has  no  time  to  pause  and 
deliberate  like  the  man  on  shore.  The  lives  of  his  crew 
and  ])assengers  depend  upon  his  deciding  correctly  upon 
the  instant.  A  wrong  order  to  the  steersman  —  and  the 
ship  is  lost.  The  (lela\  of  a  moment,  when  the  storm  is 
gatlicring  —  and  the  s(juall  rushes  on  and  strikes  the 
\essel  —  and  in  an  instant  tlie  canxass  is  rent  from  the 
spars,  the  cordage  snaps  Hke  glass,  and  she  is  left  a 
lielpless.  uinnanageable  wreck.  It  is  astonishing  with 
what  sagacit\  and  far-sightedness  the  sailor  (k'scries  tk.e 
coming  of  the  (hstant  s(jualL  The  landsman  on  l^oard 
sees  nothing.  'I'o  his  exc  all  is  calm  and  tran(|uil.  Ihit 
the  >^'aman  setvs  it  in  the  lloating  clouds  and  in  the  tar- 
olf  rip])le  on  the  wa\c's.  lb-  needs  no  barometer  to  tell 
hiiu.     lie  snntls  it.  he  bn^athes   it.  he  teels  it   in  e\ei"v 
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pore.  Ay,  and  he  is  prepared  for  it.  Calm,  silent, 
imperturbable,  he  paces  the  deck,  and  gives  his  orders 
as  though  he  trod  the  solid  land.  He  scuds  before  the 
gale,  and  outrides  the  storm.  It  is  an  arduous  and 
anxious  life,  and  a  life,  too,  of  great  excitement  and 
responsibility,  calling  forth  high  moral  power,  great 
courage,  firmness,  and  self-reliance. 
In  conclusion.  Sir,  let  me  give  you. 

The  first  Sea  Captai)i  —  The  bold  fellow,  who,  with  a  few 
crooked  boards  nailed  together,  a  stick  standing  upright,  and  a 
rag  tied  to  it,  first  dared  to  venture  out  of  the  sight  of  land,  and 
launched  forth  into  the  untried  ocean. 

Capt.  Thomas  C.  Smith  gave  the  following  senti- 
ment : 

Insurance  Companies — Good  ground  tackling  for  private  prop- 
erty. 

Col.  Joseph  H.  Adams,  President  of  the  New 
England  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company,  being 
present,  we  obtained  from  him  the  following,  as  his 
remarks,  in  responding  to  the  above  sentiment  : 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  —  I  congratulate 
you,  who  have  lived  to  see  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
of  this  Society,  and  are  able,  with  good  health  and 
joyful  hearts,  to  meet  together  on  this  happy  occasion. 

The  centennial  anniversary  is  a  very  convenient  stop- 
ping pla(!e  in  the  passage  of  time.  Having  been  thus 
long  on  a  voyage,  it  furnishes  a  good  opportunity  to  call 
all  hands  together  and  to  take  an  observation  ;  to  review 
the  past  and  take  a  glance  at  the  future.  There  is  a 
pleasure  in  retrospection,  where  good  deeds  stand  forth 
as  beacons  on  the  rocky  shores  of  time,  giving  fresh 
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vigor  and  new  animation  to  the  anxious  mariner,  direct- 
ing him  in  safety  to  his  haven  of  rest. 

I'liis  Society  is  well  wortlu'  its  founders.  vSeamen  are 
noted  for  their  (^pen-hearted  charitv  :  their  occupation, 
more  than  an\  other,  teaches  them  to  contemphite  the 
uncertainty  of  property,  the  changes  of  fortune,  and  its 
only  proper  uses,  as  a  means  of  happiness  to  each  other, 
and  for  dispensing  good  when  most  needed.  This 
Society  ma\'  l^e  reckoned  among  the  most  useful  :  con- 
cei\ed  in  kindness,  brought  forth  in  l^enevolence,  it  is 
now  in  old  age  enjo\ing  the  full  \igor  of  nianhood, 
scattering  its  good  seed  in  every  direction. 

It  has  not  been  my  lot  to  have  crossed  the  trackless 
ocean,  but  I  see  about  me  many  who  hiive  looked  danger 
in  the  face,  contending  with  that  \'exed  element. 

.Ml  men  set  sail  in  fair  weather  :  ])ut  storms  will  arise, 
tempests  will  oxertake  the  mariner.  He  sees  tirst,  the 
dark  cloud  gathering  on  the  edge  of  the  horizon  :  it 
rushes  on  with  frightful  fury  ;  all  hands  are  called,  the 
yards  are  manned,  the  sails  are  furled  :  it  strikes  the 
shi}:).  she  bends  her  stately  form  to  the  blast:  another 
and  another  succeed  ;  she  lies  trembling  on  her  beam 
ends,  and  hope  being  nearh  tied,  she  begins  to  right, 
and  struggling  with  the  angr\  waxes,  she  groans  and 
labors  beneath  her  hea\ \  bni'den.  now  rising  on  the 
biHow  .  then  dasliing  iiUo  the  foaming  gull'  as  it'  ne\  er  to 
rise  :igain  :  the  ihunders  rolling  oxei'head  ;ind  the 
liglitning  tlashing  t'asl,  the  crew  la>hed  to  the  deck  to 
prex  ent  being  swx'pt  :iw  a\  and  ni:id(.'  tood  tor  lishes  ; 
w  here  is  the  stoutest  he:irt  tliat  wonhl  not  be  aj)p:dled  at 
such  a  scene:  And  then  tlie  thoughts  oT  home,  a  tond 
wile,  heloxed  cliihh'en.  wlioni.  should  thi^  1h'  the  closing 
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scene,  and  seal  the  book  of  fate,  would  be  left,  not  only 
desolate  but  destitute.  Of  what  worth  to  him,  at  that 
moment,  appear  all  his  laden  treasures,  what  his  bags 
of  gold  ?  Would  not  the  recollection  of  the  Marine 
Society  afford  more  comfort  than  them  all  ? 

Where,  but  in  the  bosom  of  a  seamen  should  the  first 
spark  of  charitv^  be  kindled?  where  would  it  burn  more 
brightly  than  on  the  alter  in  his  heart?  Look  at  the 
unfortunate  ship-master.  He  loses  his  ship  and  perhaps 
his  reputation  for  skill ;  he  seeks  employment,  but 
knowing  no  other  trade,  he  seeks  in  vain  ;  at  length, 
despairing,  he  retires  from  out  of  sight,  to  his  scanty 
home,  finding,  too  late  in  life,  that  he  is  doomed  to  eat 
the  bread  of  sorrow,  salted  with  a  poor  man's  tears. 
His  former  friends  forsake  him,  they  pass  by  on  the 
other  side,  fearing  his  importunities,  and  say — alas  I  poor 
fellow  !  His  occupation  is  gone.  How  it  lights  up  his 
countenance  when  your  committee  call  on  him,  with 
their  small  donation.  He  feels  once  more  a  man. 
How  does  the  widow's  heart  leap  for  jov,  on  receipt 
of  her  quarterly  stipend!  It  is  a  blessing  to  receive, 
but  he  who  has  the  power  with  the  heart  to  give,  is 
doubly  blessed.    I  will  give  you  a  sentiment : 

Seainen  —  Pleasant  breezes,  a  prosperous  voyage,  and  happy 
arrival 

*'At  that  haven  of  rest,  far  away  in  the  deep, 

Where  the  leaves  never  fade,  and  the  clouds  never  weep." 

The  following  sentiment  was  then  given  h\  Captain 
JosiAii  Sturgis,  of  the  revenue  service  : 

The  Tajikcc  Sailo?- — Qiialified  by  nature  and  education  to 
control  the  deck,  occupy  the  desk,  or  grace  tlie  pulpit. 
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Rev.  Edward  T.  Taylor  responded  to  the  senti- 
ment, lie  spoke  feelingly  of  the  immense  good  done  by 
the  Society,  and  depicted,  in  glowing  colors,  the  n'iany 
happ\'  countenances  he  had  seen  from  the  elVect  of  its 
charities.  lie  described,  feelingly  and  beautifully,  a 
ship  on  her  return  voyage,  having  been  dismasted,  and 
her  gallant  commander  consigned  to  the  ocean,  with  the 
weed  of  the  sea  for  his  winding-sheet,  a  coral  monimient 
for  his  tombstone,  while  the  hnny  inhabitants  of  the 
deep  pass  and  repass,  doing  honor  to  the  noble  sailor. 
We  regret  oiu'  inability  to  give  the  whole  of  this  gentle- 
man's remarks,  and  fear  now  that  we  1ki\ e  not  done  him 
justice. 

By  John  L.  Dimmock,  Esq.  Our  Absent  Members  —  Mav 
prosperous  gales  waft  them  in  safety  to  their  homes,  richly 
laden  with  the  fruits  of  their  industry. 

By  the  President.  The  Merca?itile  Library  Associ'atio?i  — 
The  seed,  though  recently  planted,  has  produced  sfro///s  vig- 
orous and  healthy,  promising  a  rich  harvest. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Allen.  President  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  responded  in  substance,  as  follows  : 

IMr.  Chairman  —  I  thank  nou.  in  behalf  of  our  mem- 
bers, for  tills  kind  expression  of  Nour  regard.  As  there 
may  be  those  present  wlio  are  unacciuainted  with  the 
ol)ject  of  our  Association.  aUow  me  brieth'  to  state  that 
it  is  composed  of  tlie  merchants'  clerks  of  our  cit\ .  and 
has  for  its  object,  the  moral  and  intellectual  impro\e- 
inent  of  its  nienibei's.  b\  uieaus  of  a  librar\  .  reading- 
looni.  liteiar\  exercises  during  the  \\  inter  sc'ason.  and  tlu* 
f)iination  oi  a  cabinet  of  curiosities;  which  last  has  re- 
centK  bfcn  \c'r\  consi(k'i"abl\  increasi'd,  b\  the  addition 
of  tlu'  \alual»K'    collrction    iH'longing   to   xour  Society  ; 


Cent  en  n  ia  I  Celeb  ratio  n . 


i8i 


and  I  am  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  to  express  to  you 
our  heartfelt  thanks  for  your  generous  donation. 

The  time  was,  when  a  prejudice  existed  in  the  minds 
of  some,  against  Associations  of  a  similar  character  to 
ours,  on  the  ground  that  reading  and  debating  took 
young  men  from  their  business,  and  puffed  them  up  with 
superficial  knowledge  ;  and  that  "a  little  learning  was  a 
dangerous  thing : "  reasoning,  perhaps,  upon  the  same 
principle  as  the  Dutchman,  who,  on  being  asked  why  he 
did  not  send  his  children  to  school,  replied,  "  He  went 
against  this  laming.  He  did  teach  his  eldest  son  to 
write,  and  the  first  use  he  made  of  his  knowledge  was  to 
forge  his  father's  name  !"  But  that  time  has  gone  by.  It 
is  our  pride  and  glory  that  the  ship-masters  and  mer- 
chants of  Boston  are  celebrated  all  the  world  over,  as 
m.uch  for  their  intelligence,  as  for  their  enterprise  and 
liberality. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  this  high  reputation  can  in  no 
w^ay  be  more  effectually  sustained,  than  in  the  support  of 
these  literary  institutions  by  the  merchants  and  clerks  of 
our  city. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  Associations.  Where  can  you 
find  a  city  which  contains  so  many  societies  for  intel- 
lectual cultivation,  moral  reform,  and  charitable  pur- 
poses, as  our  own?  And  among  them  I  know  of  none 
which  has  a  worthier  object  than  yours.  For  a  hundred 
years  you  have  gone  on,  unostentatiously  but  effectually, 
relieving  the  wants  of  the  tempest-tossed  mariner,  and 
his  suffering  family  ;  and  have  either  set  him  afloat  once 
more  upon  the  ocean  wave,  or  provided  him  with  a 
home,  where  he  might  spend  his  declining  years  in  com- 
fort and  repose. 
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Without  (IctainiiiL^  you  l()u<j^cr.  allow  uic  to  orter  the 
followinjj^  sentimcut : 

The  Boston  Marine  Society — May  its  abilitv  ever  keep 
pace  with  its  disposition  to  reHeve  the  wants  of  the  distressed. 

The  following  letter  from  John  P.  J^uiELow,  Esq., 
Secretary  of  State,  was  read  from  the  Chair: 

Boston.  June  17th,  1843. 

7^0  tlic  Co)}n)ilttcc  of  tJic  Bosto7i  ]\/ari?ic  Society: 

Gextekmex  —  I  re<^"ret  that  my  ofHcial  enga<;-ements 
will  deny  mc  the  pleasure  of  accepting  \our  \'alued 
invitation.  I  feel  that  oiu*  beloved  citv  owes  a  \  cry  great 
share  of  its  reputation  abroad,  and  prosperity  at  home,  to 
the  members  of  the  Alarine  Society,  and  therefore  look 
upon  the  Association  as  entitled  to  the  especial  respect 
and  consideration  of  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  char- 
acter and  fortunes  of  Boston.  Impressed  witii  these 
convictions,  I  tender  for  your  acceptance  the  accom- 
panying sentiment : 

The  11th  of  June — Memorable  as  the  day  when  the  flag  of 
FREEDOM  withstood  the  first  great  shock  of  war  —  a  littin<^  anni- 
versary for  those  who  have  displayed  that  banner  on  the  waves 
of  every  sea,  and  made  known  tlie  institutions  of  liberty  to  the 
people  of  everv  land. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  \er\  respecti'ulU',  \our  obedient 
ser\ant. 

JOHN  \\  BKJKLOW. 

A  letter  was  also  icad  iVom  Thomas  Di.wii:,  I'^sij., 
a  \enerable  meinl)er  of  the  SocietN,  containing  an 
expression  ot"  his  best  \yishes,  and  enclosing  tlie  follow- 
ing sent  inu'nt  : 
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May  the  funds  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor,  ever  prove  adequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  all  who 
may  require  their  aid- 

The  following  sentiment  was  given  by  the  Chair  : 

The  oldest  active  Member  of  the  Bosto?i  Marine  Society  — 
Rich  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  know  him. 

To  this  sentimenf,  Benjamin  Rich,  Esq.  responded 
by  the  following  : 

America7i  Skip  Owners  and  Ship  Masters  —  Prosperity  and 
support  to  both,  and  a  successful  competition  against  foreigners. 

By  a  Volunteer  : 

Boston  Lo7ig  Wharf — By  *'Degrand's  last  Report,"  we  learn 
there  is  no  end  to  it. 

Whereupon  P.  P.  F.  Degrand,  Esq.,  rose  and  spoke 
as  follows  : 

Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Society  — 
This  kind  allusion  to  my  name,  so  kindly  received  by 
you,  claims  and  receives  my  grateful  acknowledgment. 
Methinks  I  hear  the  reverberating  sound  of  the  bustle 
of  business  on  this  truly  Long  wharf,  re-echo  aw^ay  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  even  beyond  them.  Methinks 
I  read,  in  the  book  of  futurity,  that  Boston  is  to  be  the 
heart  and  centre  of  the  pulsation  of  trade  of  this 
immense  continent. 

Mr.  President — The  present  is  indeed  a  befitting 
occasion  to  contemplate  the  grand  results  of  a  chain 
of  steam  navigation,  starting  eastward  from  Boston,  on 
the  sea,  to  the  three  capitals  of  Europe,  and  thence 
penetrating  through  every  part  of  that  continent ;  and 
starting  westward,  from  this  metropolis,  on  the  land, 
across    the   American    empire,   to    India,   and  further 
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oiuvarcl.  encircling  the  globe,  lu  celebrating  the  birth- 
day of  the  Boston  Marine  Society,  may  we  not  inchilge 
the  belief  that  we  are.  in  fact,  celebrating  the  birth-cla\ 
of  this  great  system  ? 

Mr.  President — In  tracing  canse  and  etlect.  we  are 
strnck  with  the  persc\ering  cliaracter  of  the  first  mem- 
bers of  this  Society,  who  began  in  1*742,  with  onl\  nine 
associates,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  first  \ear. 
received  no  accession  of  mem])ers.  and  the  next  \ear 
of  only  ten  new  members  ;  bnt.  who.  never  despairing, 
Yankee-like,  persevered  nntil  they  have  caused  the 
influence  of  the  vSociety  to  be  felt  ^[hrongliout  the  nation 
and  throughout  the  world. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  such  a  vSocietw  at  such  a 
central  point,  composed  of  such  men.  ha\ing  for  its 
object,  at  this  early  stage  of  the  na\'igation  of  the 
countrv,  the  improvement  of  that  navigation,  and  the 
relief  of  the  distress  of  the  mariner's  widow  and  his 
fatherless  children,  must  have  contributed  eminenth  in 
forming  the  cliaracter  of  the  ^Vmerican  seanian.  Of  tliat 
character  I  will  now  speak,  and  of  its  impress  on  the 
destin\'  of  tlie  countrv,  both  in  peace  and  in  war. 

It  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  the  anni\  ersar\  of  the 
]^irth-(la\'  of  this  vSociety  (the  17th  June)  shouhl  also  be 
the  annixersary  of  the  battle  of  lUmker  Hill:  ot"  that 
great  battle,  which  taught  the  American  people  that 
their  Ih-e  was  fatal  to  the  enenn  :  and  it  is  no  less 
singular  that  the  day  ended.  b\  the  letreat  of  the 
American  force,  1  ok  i  im;  wwr  oi'  a m m r m  i  n )N  ; 
which  so  torcibU  reminds  us  th;il  this  i^'ir^/f  zcas 
supplJnl  h\'  the  America)/  sra))ia>i.  It  is  known  to 
\  ()U  all  that   the  h;ittle  of'   Ihnikei-  I  I  i  11,  ^loi  iousb  won 
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several  times  throughout  the  day,  was  lost,  at  its  close, 
for  want  of  ammunition,  and  for  no  other  cause.  It  is 
also  well  known  to  you  that  Gen.  Washington  had  to 
resort  to  the  expedient  of  carting  barrels  of  sand,  in 
view  of  the  enemy,  to  Dorchester  Heights,  to  make  the 
British  Commander  believe  that  he  had  powder,  when, 
in  fact,  he  had  it  not.  Can  the  nation  then  be  too 
grateful  to  the  American  seaman,  for  the  timely  supply 
of  ammunition,  which  his  bravery  took  at  sea  from  the 
enemy,  and  brought  in,  just  at  the  moment  of  despair 
in  the  fate  of  the  Revolution?  Can  the  nation  be  too 
grateful  for  the  then  indispensable  supply  of  cannon, 
muskets,  swords,  pistols,  saddlery,  shot,  bullets,  shells, 
sails,  cables,  anchors,  blankets,  shoes,  sugar,  coftee. 
hardware,  cloths,  and  other  articles,  which  the  intre- 
pidity of  the  American  seaman  seized  on  the  ocean,  and 
brought  into  port,  in  aid  of  the  wants  of  the  country, 
during  the  darkest  and  most  trying  periods  of  the 
revolutionary  war  ? 

Mr.  President  —  Not  less  glorious  or  useful  to  the 
country  was  the  conduct  of  the  American  seaman, 
during  the  war  of  181 3-15.  When  the  surrender  of  our 
northwestern  army,  without  firing  a  gun,  had  covered 
the  American  name  with  shame,  and  the  nation  with 
gloom  —  who,  more  than  the  American  seaman,  con- 
tributed to  change  the  scene,  by  the  capture  of  the 
Guerricre  —  of  the  enemy's  fleet  on  Lake  Erie  and 
Lake  Champlain  —  and  of  many  other  vessels  of  war, 
and  by  the  capture  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  of  the 
enemy's  merchant  vessels.^  And  this  too  done  by  '^a 
few  fir-])uilt  frigates,  with  a  stripe  of  bunting  at  their 
head,"  contending,  at   fearful  odds,  against   the  then 
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mistress  of  the  ocean,  with  her  thousand  ships  of  war. 
And  don't  you  recollect.  Mr.  President,  that  a  New- 
England  l)o\-.  a  l)rother  of  one  of  Nour  members,  in 
command  of  the  '-True  Blooded  Yankee,"  was  at  that 
time  the  terror  of  the  British  Channel,  causing  insurance 
to  rise  occasionally  to  twent\-five  per  cent,  on  the  ^'er^• 
coast  of  England  ? 

]Mr.    President  —  more     than     the  .Vmcrican 

seaman,  contributed  to  give  us  an  honorable  peace  in 
1 815  :  and  to  secure,  thenceforth,  respect  to  the  Ameri- 
can flag?  Who  is  it,  that,  more  than  the  American 
seaman,  has  made  in  time  of  peace,  the  wants  and  the 
productions  of  e\'er\'  clime,  tributary  to  the  weaUh  and 
comfort  of  our  farmers,  manufacturers,  merchants,  and 
mechanics,  and  indeed  of  all  our  }:)opulation  ?  W  ho, 
more  than  the  American  seaman,  has  contributed  to 
ach  ance  tlie  great  art  of  ship-building  and  seamanship, 
and  has  added  more  to  the  knowledge  of  prc\  iously 
unexplored  portions  of  the  globe?  AVho.  more  than 
the  American  seaman,  has  contributed  to  form  the  high 
character  of  tlie  merchants  of  vSalem,  Boston.  \e\y  P)ed- 
ford.  Nantucket,  and  other  ports  of  the  Union? 

Mr.  President  —  The  first  inti-ochiction  of  steam  na\  i- 
gation,  in  (ireat  Britain,  was  that  of  steam  packets 
between  Holyhead  and  Ireland.  W  ho  do  xon  suppose 
intro(hice(l  it?  It  was  a  Nantucket  sailor  bow  then  an 
ollicei"  in  the  Ib  itish  na\  \  .  and  a  nieuil>er  of  Parliament. 
ha\  ing  just  retui  iuMl  from  a  \  isit  to  his  uatixc  eountr\  . 
(iui'iug  which  he  IkkI  lu'en  eaiiied  in  a  steamboat  iVom 
New  ^'o^ls  eit\  to  I  *ro\  ideiiee.  K.  I.  It  is  tVom  this 
germ  ot'  steam,  (  itselt'  the  otlspring  of  bulton's  iinen- 
tion,  )    that  has  arisen  the  w  hole  ot'  the    coastw  ise  and 


Cent  en  n  lal  Celeb  ration , 


187 


ocean  steam  navigation,  which  now  pervades  every  por- 
tion of  the  globe,  and  which  is  producing  a  complete 
revolution  in  the  art  of  navigating  the  ocean,  for  the 
purposes  both  of  peace  and  of  war.  Already  the  Euro- 
pean continent  is  awakening  to  its  importance.  Let  us 
now  resolve  that  our  own  government  shall  no  longer 
neglect  to  give  to  the  coimtry  the  full  benefit  of  this 
American  invention.  In  time  of  war.  we  must  be  armed 
on  this  system,  or  be  content,  not  only  to  abandon  the 
ocean,  but  also  to  leave  our  whole  seacoast  to  the  tender 
mercv  of  the  enemy.  It  is  only  by  adopting  this  system 
and  acting  under  it,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  on 
the  ocean  ;  for  revenue  cutters  ;  for  naval  steam  schools, 
and  for  squadrons  of  observation,  that  we  can  be  pre- 
pared to  command  success  in  war,  or  (what  is  far  prefer- 
able) to  command  a  continuance  of  honorable  peace. 

Mr.  President  —  For  want  of  time,  I  must  leave  untold 
thousands  of  facts  which  rush  on  my  mind,  presenting 
the  American  seaman  as  a  generous  being,  whose  life  is 
one  of  continual  usefulness  to  the  country.  Allow  me, 
then,  to  pro230se  to  you,  in  conclusion,  the  following 
sentiment : 

T/ie  Bosto7i  Mari7Le  Society — The  early  pioneer,  whose  bea- 
con-light has  led  onward  the  welfare  of  the  American  people, 
and  the  glory  of  the  American  name,  through  peace — through 
prosperity  —  through  adversity  —  through  war  —  through  revo- 
lution. Maj'  the  country  never  forget,  that  to  cherish  the  Amer- 
ican seaman  is  to  cultivate  a  never-failing  source  of  its  pros- 
perity. 

The  Postjnaster  of  Bosto7i  —  If  all  our  public  servants  are  as 
faithful,  we  shall  hear  of  no  defaulters. 

To  the  above,  George  William  Gordon,  the  post- 
master, briefly  replied,  and  oflered  the  following  senti- 
ment : 


Co  1 1  c  II  }i  ia  I  Celeb  ratio  ?i . 


The  Boston  Mayi?ic  Society — An  anchor  of  hope  and  a  bea- 
con-light of  comfort  to  the  sailor's  widow  and  orphan  children. 

77ic  Marijicrs  Guide,  the  L>  ight-Jiouse — ''A  star  on  life's 
tremulous  ocean.''  He,  who  has  trimmed  and  kept  burning 
these  landmarks  on  our  coast,  is  now  present.  May  his  can  of 
oil  never  be  empty. 

Capt.  W^ixsLow  Lkwis  replied  to  the  above,  and 
olVered  the  toHowiiiii^  sentiment  : 

The  Benefactors  of  the  Bosto?i  Mari?ic  Society — The  gratitude 
of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  will  forever  hallow  the  memory  of 
the  dead,  and  bless  those  who  live  to  witness  the  good  which 
their  bounty  has  effected. 

By  John  L.  Di.mmock.  —  The  Active  Me ?n hers  of  the  Boston 
Marine  Society — They  are  the  working  bees  oflhehive;  by 
their  toil  the  wants  of  the  whole  community  are  supplied. 

I]y  Capt.  Thomas  Milton,  of  Edgartown.  Ccipc  Cod — Al- 
though a  barren,  sandy  soil,  it  has  furnished  Boston  with  numer- 
ous specimens  of  rare  mental  fruit. 

The  oldest  Associatioji  in  Bosto?i,  the  Society  of  Merchant 
Tailors — Their  tailor  fathers  did  well,  our  Father  Taylor  does 
better. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Society  —  M^^y  our  Lamb  never  want 
f(j)r  Miiit  sauce. 

The  Master  ]\fariners  of  Nevj  Englaiid — Always  foremost  to 
jeopardize  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  their  country's  honor. 

7'//r  Sailors  Widov:  —  Whatever  becomes  of  the  Captai}i. 
we  .shall  alwavs  remember  the  Sailor's  ^latc. 

The  Boston  Marine  Society — Honorable  foi-  its  anticiuity,  as  it 
is  benevolent  to  those  of  the  liistresscd  and  honored  I'amilies  of 
those  who  have  recpiired  its  aid.  May  the  Soeiet\-  e\-er  exist, 
the  pritle  of  Hoston,  as  it  is  composed  of  its  sailor  merchants. 

'The  ))ir)n()r\  of  W  'illimn  S/a/  hey  and  his  .-Issoeiati  s,  the  /ound- 
ers  of  this  C/iaritablc  Institution  —  The  widows  and  the  father- 
less will  li^i'  up  and  ble^s  theii-  niemoi-ieN. 
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Those  who  were  present  on  this  glad  occasion  will 
often  recur  to  it,  in  their  progress  through  life,  as  one  of 
great  interest  and  enjoyment.  The  festal  scenes  were 
enlivened  by  several  excellent  songs,  sung  with  much 
taste  and  effect  by  George  H.  Andrews,  Esq.  Indeed, 
good  feelings,  generous  thoughts,  mirth,  wit,  and  humor, 
prevailed  at  the  table,  and  caused  old  Time  to  glide 
quickly  by.  At  an  early  hoiu*,  half-past  seven  o'clock, 
the  company  separated,  pleased  with  themselves,  each 
other,  and  the  world.  But  as  the  sun  sank  calmly  to  rest 
beneath  the  clear  western  horizon,  they  could  not  repress 
a  slight  feeling  of  sadness,  like  the  shadow  of  a  cloud 
passing  over  a  sunny  landscape,  that  ere  another  cen- 
tennial celebration  of  the  Society  shall  take  j^l^ce,  not 
only  all  those  who  were  present  at  the  festival,  but 
nearly  all  those  who  now  inhabit  the  earth,  will  have 
passed  away. 
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